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DILL-PENSIONERS (RATES EXEMP-
TION.)

Second reading.
Order of the Day read for the resumption

from the 1st Novemjbei, of the debate on the
second reading.

On motion by H-on, 0. W. Miles, debate ad-
j ourned.

BILL-FEDERAL REFERE-NDO.

Second Reading.

Order of thle day read for the resumption,
from the 10th October, of the adjourned de-
bate on the second reading.

Hon. 3. EWING (South-West) (9.301: In
the absence of Mr. Willinoti who secured the
adjournment of the debate, I move-

That the debate be adjourned until Tuos-
day, 21st November.

Hon. A. LOVEIN (2ietropolitian) [9.31]:
I am opposed to the further adjournment of
this measure. We do not want to trifle with
a matter of this sort. Mr. Willmott secured
an adjournment for a month in order that
members might have before them the report
of the Royal Commission dealing with thle
relations between the State and the Federal
authorities. It sen's qu~stionsble whether we
shall get the report. Mr. Ewing has moved
for a further adjournment without giving
any reason whatever, and I can only assume
that his object is to shelve the "Bill.

Hon. 3. Ewing: No.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN:-. Then there is tie

reason for further adjourninig the debate for
a fortnight. If the hon, member presses Is
imotion for a fortnight's adjournment 1 Shall
ask the House to divide. We ought to settle
this question and know where we are.

Hon. 3. EWING (Sooth-West-in reply)
[9.31] Mr. Lovekin, has quite misunderstood
ate in this matter. Mr. Willmott is absent
in the country and will not be back for a
week. The Royal Commission investigating
this question have not completed their delib-
erations. Therefore I ask for an adjournment
for a fortnight. I happen to he a member of
the Royal Commission.

Hon. A. Loveki: Is it bona fide?
H~on. 3. EWING: Yes, and there is no in-

teation whatever of shelving this question. I
am as anxious as the hen, member to secure
finality. I hope that within a fortnight thev
Chairman of the Royal Commission will call
the evidence he requires and present a report
which will be satisfactory to the hon., member.

Hon. A. Lovelcin: I accept the lion. atem-
her 'a statement.

Motion passed; the debate adjourned.

House adjourned axt 9.$4 p.m.
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QU'ESTIO-M [C 1RATION, PASSAGES.

MNr. LATHAMN asked the Premier: 1, Ltre
any tree passages granted fronm Great Brit-
ain other than those under thle ex-Im.perial
scheme which closed on 31st December, 19211
2, Under thle scheme arranged betwe-en the
Jiiperial, Commonwealth, and State Gc~vern.
ments, are imnigrants espected to paly two-
thirds of rile riassnge money downm oil appli-
cation. .9, If so, will not this scheme operate
harshly onl tesiralAe imimigrantts, thle chiild-
ren of ]British pa rents n-ho would be pleased
to ma' il themuselv es of this scheme? 4, Will
the Giovernment consider this aspect with a
view to affording relief to parents with caild-
rea anm itts to migrate to this State?

The PREMI1ER replied: 1, No. 2, U, The
tramisport of immigrants is undertaken end
carried out solelyv byv the Federal Govern-
ment. 4, It is not a matter fat thfa State
Goverinment.

QUESTION-LAND SETTLEMENT,
PEMTfBERTONX.

M1r. 3. 11. SMITH asked. the Premier: 1,
Is it the policy of the Government to held
all lands south, and east of Bridgetown for
group settlements? 2, It is not a fact that
applications front Pemberton and other parts
have been ref used with the answer that the
laud is being held for group scttlcmentsl
.3. Will hie make available suitable lands in
the vicinity of Pemberton and ether places
for mecn who require no assistance from Glov-
emuient?

'The PRElflER replied: 1, No. 2, Yes.
3, Yes, wherever possible A number of
blocks are already opea in various parts of
tile South-West.
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QUESTION-EDUCATION, TEACHERS'
ALLOWANCES.

Mr. LATHAM asked the 'Minister for Ag-
riculture: 1, In addition to salaries, what
allowances, if any, are made to unclassified
teachers in charge of small schools? 2, What
is the number of days on which such teachers
are actually employed by the department?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE re-
plied: 1, (a) District allowances in gold-
fields and North-West schools (list at-
ta(hed). (b) Forage allowance (110-415
per annum) when a teacher is forced to
reside at a considerable distance from the
school and a conveyance has to be provided
for her use. 2, The whole of the year, viz.,
five days' actual teaching each week, except
during vacation periods.

SELFCT COMITTEE-WVESTERN AUS-
TRALIAN BANE ACT AMENDMENT
(PRIVATE) BILL.

Report presented.

Ron. T. WALKER presented the report
of the select committee appointed to inquire
into this Bill.

Report received and read.
Mr. STUBBS: As Cbairman of Com-

mittees I desire to inform the House
that the provisions of the Standing Orders
with regard to this Bill have been complied
with.

SELECT COMMTTEE-flARL
LESOHEN CASE.
Report presented.

Hon. T. WALKER presented the report
of the select committee appointed to ixquire
into the retirement of Carl Lesehen.

Report received and rend.

BILL-NAVIGATION ACT
MENT.

AMEND-

Deport of Committee adopted.

BILL-PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resamed from the 31st October; Mr. Stubbs
in tile Chair, the Colonial Secretary in charge
of the Dill.

Clause 20-Amendment of Section 83:
The CHIIARMAN: The Colonial Secretary

has moved an a-rendmnent as follows: " That
after 'tender' in line 2 of Subelnuse 2a, the
words 'or peirl fisher other than the person
authorised by the licensing officer to open
shell be inserted.''

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ask
leave to withdraw the armendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not

prers for the carrying of this clause. As

pointed out by the Opposition Leader, it is
bad in principle.

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 21-Addition of new section to Part

ILl., Powers of superintendents regarding the
cnmployuLent of masters and pearl fishers:

lion. W.. C. ANOWVIN: Subsection 1 of the
proposed section calls for particular attention.
It is on the same lines as former clauses of
the Bill dealing with the question of suita-
bility. It occurs to me, however, that a man
might be described an ''unsuitable" simply
be~ause he would not agree to the terms
offered him by those wishing to engage him.

The Premier: You are quite wrong in sup-
posing that this is a matter of wages.

Ron. W.. C. ANOWvIN: The subject was
dealt with fully on a recent evening. The
Premier and the Colonial Secretary then told
us definitely that 11,-enses were not issued in
respect of qualifications, but by way of con-
trolling the pearling industry. The member
for Pillbara pointed out that there was only
one justification for the issue of a license,
naiely, qualification.

The Premier: The object is to prevent
dummying.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is not a ques-
tion of dtmmying at all. The Colonial Secre-
tary also stated that there was a scarcity of
men for the pearling industry.

The Colonial Secretary: No; I said I had
no knowledge of any scarcity.

H~on. WV. C. ANO WIN: The Colonial Secre-
tary said thnt in case of a man changing from
one boat to another the owner of the former
boat would have difficulty in getting a man.

The Colonial Secretary: Someone else may
have said that; I did Dot.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Under this para-
graph the superintendent might be used to
bring about the cancellation of the certificate
of a man refusing to accept the terms offered
him. What is mnent by ''unsuitable"? 1
could understand a man being refused a license
because he was of evil fame. The owner of
the pearling boat should say whether a man is
suitable or not.

The Colonial Secretary: It is right for the
superintendent to interfere if he knows the
'nan to be guilty of dummnying, or has reason-
able suspicion.

Hon. W. C. ANOWTN: No man should be
punished on mere suspiciobi.

The Colonial Secretary: It is very diffieult
to prove sonme of these cases.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Let the ease be
proved before a man is condemnted and pun-
ished. The paragraph had hetter be struck
out. Why should the Government be brought
into the matter of managing pearlinig fleets
at all? Under the next paragraph their sup-
erintendent will have power to refuse to en-
dorse a pearling agreement if he is satisfied
the person is unsuitable. But how will the
superintendent know the person to be unsuit-
ableI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY! It is quite
possible that a man might be munuitable even
though a charge of evil fame could not be
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proved against him. The weight of suspicion
as regardls dummying might be almost over-
whelming against hint.

Mr. PICKERING: Under Part IlL. of the
parent Act "superintendent" means; any per-
son or oflicer authorised by the Government.
to discharge the duties of superintendent uin-
der that part of the Act. The proposed sec-
tion represents a very vague Method of cont-
ferring a responsibility. As regards a master
of a ship, for instanve, tine abilty to handle
a ship would be lisa Main quatliftentasa.

The Colonial Secretary: lNt necessarily.
The Premier: He mnight be only an ordinary

tender.
Mr. PICKERING: If there are certain ob-

jections which the Colonial Secretary has at
the back of hisa mind, why cannot they be ex-
pressed in this paragraph? The power given
is very for-reaching.

The Colonial Secretary: The superintendent
must have discretionary power.

Mr. PICKERINU: But this is arbitrary
power, againast which ithere is no appeaL. Some
more specific interpretation shlould be given
in the paragraph, espeeilly seeing that the
superintendent MAY be anyone.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Will there be more than
one superintendent?

Mr. PICKERING: The only place where
I can find a definition of ''superintendent'"
is in this clause, and I submit that the Col-
onial Secretary has not made aL sufficiently
clear statement to warrant the passing of
suach a strong clause.

The PREMIER: We are dealing waith
people brought here for a specific purpose,
and I consider the snperintendent should
have wide power. The superintendent in
Breonme is an excellent manl.

Iron. W, C. Angivin: Bitt lie niight not
brthere always.

The PRE'MIER:. The Government can
always be trusted to appoint someone to see
that these men are fairly protected. If the
Bill is to be of any nse, considerable powers
must be given to the superintendent. If the
Committee does not pass the clause the Bill
will be rendered proctica~y usjeless.

Mr. CHESSON: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment have granted a monopoly to lugger
owners with regard to indentured labour.
Only a certain amount of labour can be
brouight in, and the power is in their own
hands. If the indentured people are not
suitable they cnn be sent hack to the
country- whence they came. At present the
lugger owners halve a monopoly and if one
wrants to go into the business he must buy
ligger and slaves as wl, and they aire lust
as much slaves as the Kanakas were in
Queensland.

Mr. DUllACK: I admit the power con-
tained in the clause is somnewhat drastic, hut
the business demands drastic measures. It
lies been found in the past that the superin-
teadent has nt had sufficient control, and
the Mac, who are there now cau be trusted
to use with discretion the power that it is
proposed to give them. The objection raised

by the mnember lot- Sussex with regard to the
owner or master is Met by Clause 23, which
says, "'Au owner or master of any ship
which an inspector has by order forbidden
to be employed in pearlig or taken to sea
in order to be employed in penrling may in
the prescribed manner appeal against such
order to a mnagistrate?'

Ron. W. C. Angivin: That deals only with
the ship.

Mr. ANG(:ELO: The industry which the
Ell dleals with is abnormal; it is the only
one in which coloured labour is permitted
to be enigaged, and drastic powers should
therefore be placed in the hands of the sup-
erintendent who is administering the law.
Nearly all the masters will be coloured men
and we are iiot in any way going to miake it
hard for white men to be employed. There
is An appeal allowed against unfair treat-
mnent.

Ron. P. Collier: Who is the appeal to?
Mr. ANGELO: To the resident magis-

trate of the district.
Hon.' P. Collier: N othing of the kind.
Mr. Marshall: There is no appeal what-

ever provided for in this clause. The matter
is entirely in the hiands of the superintendent.

Mr. ANGELO: Well perhaps provision
could be maide for an appeal to a magistrate.

Mr. TEESDALE:- I cannot allow this clause
to go through; there has been a grievous error
made here. There is no such thing as a master
on a pearling ship except the n who
signs tinder British Board of Trade articles,
and lie is a white ran. I have had some-
what hitter experience of pearling, and I will
not permit any clause to go through which
will give a superintendent the drastic; and
serious authority proposed. At these small
hamlets on the coast we cannot get away
front one another, and there are often
strained relations. It is easy for the people
to have strained relations with the superin-
tendlent. I cannot support what has been said
about the popularity of the superintendent,
'Mr. Stewart, and I do not intend to support
the proposal to give him power which will
positively damn any white man up there.
Tine supe rinten dent already has sufficient
rower; in fact too much. On several occa-
sions when I appealed to him he stood with
a facial expression like a tinl dish. It was not
possible to get anything out of him, and I
wondered whether he knew anything of the
su~bject. Clause 23 refers to an owner or
inster. The miaster is not necessarily the
owner, nor is the owner necessarily the mas-
ter. If the clause would do away with dummiy-
ina, I would support it, but it will not be
effective.

The COLO'_iAL SECRETARY: If the
clause were amended to reed ''no pemsn
shall hie engaged or employed as pearl fisher
iii charge of a pearling ship," the objection
niight be met.

lIon. W. C. ANGWLN: The appeal
clause referred to by the lion. memi-
ber hat nothing whatever to do with
this clause; it deals with Section 95 of
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the Act, which relates exclusively to the
.6ear, tackle and other articles. The Minister
is trying to draw the member for Roebourne,
by putting up a distinction without a dif-
ference. It is suggested to make it read
"pearl fisher in charge.''

Mr. Teesdale: The white tush is not the
penrl fisher.

Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: But it might be
construed to umean that he is in charge of
the shi-. It is not right to punish any man
on suispicion.

The Premier -In this ease you cannot
prove anything.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The member for
Roebourne, who knows everything about
pearl fishing, has definitely told us that it is
inmpossible to preveat dummying. I move
an amendment-

That in lines .1 and 4 the words ''is un-
suitable for the position or'' be struck
out.

That will narrow down the refusal to the
ground of evil fame, and if an inspector re-
fusces to give a certificate on the grounid that
the applicant is of evil fame, the inspector
will be liable for damages. These words
which I propose to strike out, "is unsuitablc
for the position,'' make the objection on the
part of the superintendent altogether too
broad. Only a reputation of evil fame should
be a bar to employment.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I realise
that this term ''master'' is not, perhaps,
the proper one to use, because it creates a
difficult positiou for the pearl fisher in charge
of a boat. I suggest that we strike out
"master'' in line 2, and insert "pearl fisher
in charge. "

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will withdraw my
amendment to afford opportunity icr the
Minister to move his amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move

an amendment-
That in line 2 "master'' be atruck out

with the view of inserting "pearl fisher
i n ch arge."
Mr. ANGELO: According to the interpreta-

tion section of the Act of 1912, ''pearl fisher''I
means a person employed on board a ship,
''and shall include the master when so em-
ployed.'' Therefore, what shall we gain by
striking out I'atr and inserting "pearl
fisher'' when, according to the interp~reta-
tion in the Act, "pearl fisher'' includes
''Imaster'?I

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think the
amendment meets the objection raised by the
member for Roebourne. Moreover, aiccording
to the interpretation of ''pearl fisher,'' as
read by the member for Gascoyne, the term
includes ''master." In any case, the whole
principle is wrong. It is wrong to give power
to any official to say that an employee is
unsuitable, and so must go. We know the
bureaucratic minds of departmental officers,
even when in the city under the eyes of Min-

[54]

isters, members of Parliament and others.
Very often the mno dressed in a little brief
authority, the Jack-in-office will go far in
assertin~g his aethority, or in claiming auth-
ority which he does Dot possess. If they will
du that in the city, what will they do in the
remote North-West, where there is no super-
vision over theml We know that in such
places they become little Czars of little
kingdoms. So this superintendent will have
autocratic power to ay to a man, ''You are
unsuitable for this work, and out you go. "
That would apply to a master. With the title
master is associated all that is greatest in
the British merchant shipping service. To
say that he shiall be subject to the whim of
some Jack-in-office is foreign to our concep-
tion of fair play and equity. The amend-
ment would not be so had if it applied only
to coloured men, but it may apply to white
men.

The Colonial Secretary: The proposed
amendmnent is restricted to coloured men.

lion. P. COLLIER: White men may be in-
cluded.

The Colonial Secretary: Where so employed.
There are no white divers now.

Mr. Tesrlale: A pearl fisher is a diver.
lion. P. COLLIER:. I am -oppos6id to the

clause and the whole principle con tained in
it.

Amendment put and passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move--
That the words "or pearl fisher in

charge'' be inserted.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The master in

charge is not mentioned amongst those re-
quir-ing to be licensed, and there is no neces-
sity for the amen1dijient.

The Oolbnial Secretary: The pearl fisher is
not always in charge.

H~on. W. C. ANGWIN: If the pearl fisher
is the dliver, he must be licensed before he
can dive, and if he is not fit for the, position
his license is refused.

The )Premier: A white man is net licensed
but he may he ink charge.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Evidently this
clause is so fra-med as not to apply to white
men.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The term
''pearl fisher in charge'' is a synonym for
''master?' This is introduced for the pur-
pose of preventing tie adoption of an intol-
erant attitude on the part of the pearl fisher
who may be in charge.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
ment-

Thst in lines 3 and 4 the words "is un-
suitable for the position or'' be struck
out.

I have never seen such strong words used in
an Act of Parliament. They are altogether
too indefinite, and will place far toou much
power in the hands of one man. They may
lead to all kinds of abuses.
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Mr. DURAOX: The amendment would de-
stroy the whole purpose of the Bill. The
measure has been carefully gone into by the
Pearlers' Association in conjunii- with the
Fisheries Department, and rep-resents that
which is deemed to be in the best interests of
the industry.

The PREMIER: I agree that it is un-
usual to find such words as these in any
.Bill, but the situation, ais well as thle
position governing the industry, is unusual.
"Members should realise that dummying is a
very serious thing, and the main purpose of
the Bill is to prevent it. If the industry
is to be continued, coloured men must
be prevented from owning pearling boats.
These are drastic powers, but they are neces-
sary. In many eases it is almost impossible
to get evidence. The superintendent is the.
only manl to whomn these powers could he en-
trusted so as to help in thle prevention of
duniniying. The fact that this provision is in
the Bill will have a good effect, and the menl
in thle industry will know that they are likely
to lose their employment if they engage in
this evil. Hlon. members probably know that
thle member f or Roehourne, wrho was the, only
white man on a boat with six coloured men,
was knocked overboard.

Hr. Teesdale: They hit me out first.
Thle PREMIER: Had it not been for the

fact that a merciful Providence was watching
over himi and that the dinghy was behind the
boat, he might not have been with us to-day.

lion. W. C.,-Angwin: What a lot wve have
had to put uip with since then!

The PREMIER: One of these coloured
people knocked the member for Roebourne
overboard end the culprit got only three

-weeks' imprisonment.
Mfr. Lambert: Hle shioutld have beet com-

peunsatedl.
The PREMIER: I do not know what

would have happenled had the bon. mem-
ber been drowned. Probably the offen-
der would have got off scot free. These
provisions would not have been brought
before the House if we -were not anxious
tu prevent dumnmying. If all the benefits of
the industry. are to go to Japan and other
countries, it n-ill be better if pearl-fishing hie
not engaged in at all. It is no goad allowing
the present systemn of dumnyig to continue.

'.%r. TEESDALE: No one w-ould be more
pleased than 1, if we could stop dununying.
I. am afraid the clause will not have that
effect. While I suggest it should be agreed to,
I would like to have it read somewhat differ-
ently. The wording is a bit too strong, al-
though I will admit that we have a few rene-
gades in the industry with -whomn no decent
ian can associate. They are men who hunger
after the colour line and stir up trouble. They
read anything appearing in the papers that
reflects upon coloured. men. These wretched
people work with the colouredI na and I
would like to deal wvith them. The clause will
not do that, because they are not always in
charge of a boat. They are the men who ar-
range the dummying and act as the "go-he-
tweens,"' never coaming into the open. It is

rather too munch to give thle power to the
superintendent to say what constitutes a per-
son as bein unsuitablie.

Tue Premier: it is no good having the Bill
if that provision is not in the clause.

Mr. ANGELO: 'More is being rend into the
words ''is unsuitabie far thle position'' than
is intended. From what I have known of the
industry, it has not been necessary for the
niven in charge of the hosts to have inaseed for
their master 's or mate's certificates. If an
owner chose, lie could put a blind man in
charge of his boat. The prevision complained
of is more for thle protection of the crew and
u-ill enable the superintendent to say whether
the manl inl charge is suitable fromt that stand-
pinit for his position.

.%r. Teesdanle. YOU don't Suggest that th2
Peariers' Association look at the matter front
that point of view.

Mr. ANGELO- If a. mail has not keeni
sight, hie not only risks the beat but the lives
of the crew, particularly in thle event of a
''cock -eyed Bob'' coining along. The subse-
quenit words regarding ''evil fame'' refer to
the individual's character rather than the
words complained of by the member for
North-East Freman tle.

The Premier: These words are intended to
havke a wide mecan lag.

Mr. ANGELO: The couditions obtaining
in the pennling industry are different from
those of any other iad ustry. lIt is necessary
for coloured labour to be employed and the
atan controlling thle industry must have a.
goodI deal of power to keep the coloured men
in order.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJN: The member for
Caseoyue has condemned, his own argument.
Fancy putting a blind man in charge of a
pennlig lagger!

Mr. Angico: I u-ill sa- ''shortsighted''; I
dlid not mean a mn -who was totally blind.

lRon. W. C. AN-WIN:- Tile member for
Kimnberley has put the nmatter clearly to show
that it is necessary to liroet the employees.
Ile said that time Bill embodied the views of
the Pearlers' Association after consultation
wvith. time departmental officers and, therefore,
it Wa~s all right. T interjected that the Perth
City Council hand brought in a Bill to estab-
lish tcity umarlets-after consultation w-ith de-
l t tnmentnl officers.

Mr. A. Thomson: The Government w-ould
not fatiter that Bill in this Chamber.

The Premier: In ally Mase, tile City Counceil
do not want to miarkect these pearls.

lin. AV. C. ANOWTN: If the 'Marketing
Bill had been agreed to they would probably
have wanted to market them and collect toll.
Tile Bill shtould be passed inl accordance with
the views of the Comnmittee, and nlot of the
]'earlers' Association.

lion. P. Collier: It is an impudent thing to
put forward such a view.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 'Members would not
be justified in agreeing to the Bill simply be-
cause the Pearlers' Association. say the' Bill
contains what they require. The pearlers have
admitted in the Bill that they are not com-
]ieteat to carry on their own business and they
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iraut the Government to condn-t. thle industry.
There niust be sonic reason for that, otherwise
thle pearlers would not go to the Government
biegging them to eonduA their business.

The Prenmier: We have prov-ided that it
niust be a white manl's industry.

lion. WV. C. ANOWIN: But we wvant fair
playv and justice to all concerned. I would
prefer to see it conducted by white people
alone, but ire sho-ilcl not provide justice for
one section, and neglect others.

The Premier: There is noe question abouit
injustice iii this matter.

Ron. W. C. ANG WIN: Thle Peatlers' As-
sociation are throwing the responisibility ont
to the Government and increasing the ex-
eases.

The Premier: Yon are wrong.
rlon. AV. C. AN\GWLN: It has nothing to

,lo with time inspector to say whether at ma111
is suitable or unsuitable; that is entirely
a matter for the nil who employs him. Thle
i'remnier said that the intention was to pre-
vent owners froin dunintying, but the dumimy-
lag is done through the pearl fishers. 'Merely
because there ay be somec suspicion that a
inan is dumiiig, an inspector may condenin
him as unsuitable for his position, although
the nian mnay be quite hotnest.

'Mr. Teesdale: Thle .Jnps have time industryv
at Thursday Island.

Hon. WV. C. A-NOW[N: Irrespective of
whether a mn is black or white, juostice
should be dlone.

Mr. Angelo: If hie is honest hie canl get
employment from sonmc other owner.

Hon. WV. C. ANCWfN: PRut this refers
Onlly to suspicion.

Mm-. Aimgelo; He could get employment
fronm sonic other owner.

Hon. P. Collier: Bunt it would be under
thu same superintendent.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: lie miglht get soume
inferior position.

Mr. Teesdale: lie would have, time right of
appeal.

lieu. W. C. ANOWIN: No, hie wonld not.
Mr. Teetdlale: What does Clause 23 say?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- That has nothing

to (h0 With this Matter. Memibers should not
be nmisled by that provision.

Mr. Aagelo. WVell, give the right of ap-
peal.

Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN.: A man might be
punishicd on the mere suspicion of an in-
spector. The words are too strong. Tme
question of suitability should be left to the
enloyer.

Mr. Teesdhale: 'Unfortunately, these mien
are in collusion with thle employer.

Mr. Duraik: That is the trouble.
Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN: This would not

overcome it. If a mon is working in collusion..
he will not tell the inspector.

Tile Colonial Secretary: But the inspector
can refuse to issue a license if he has sus-
pieioni.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN- 'No man should be
condemned and punished on suspicion. The
principle is both wrong aind dangerous. In-

jury has been done to the cause of British
justice by thro0wing On an accusfied person the
onus of proving his innocence instead of re-
quiring thle accuser to prove his guilt. This
proposal, however, goes still further. A man
is to be given no opportunity to prove hiS
innocence; he is to be condemned on sus-
picion. No such power should be placed in
tile hands of the superintend(ent.

Mr. ANGELO: I suggest thiat the M1in-
hter postpone consideration of the clause
with a view to adding a prouiso allowing an
appeal to a resident magistrate.

The Premier: Then you wnay as well not
have tlhose wrords in the clause.

'-%fr. A'NGELO: There should lie prvso
for a.n appeal in order to prevent anl innocent
person fromi being unjustly treated.

The COLONIAL SECRETARIY: This
anlXiety oIL behalf of the pearl fisher is quite
tunneeessalxy. There are other avenues of em-
ploymient in the industry open to such men.
The, superintendent should have absolute
power on thle question of whether a license
is to he issued. If this power is not given, it
will h-e quite impossible to proient dunimy-
ilig. if it is necessary to prove a person of:
evil fame, the position will be difficult, it
not impossible. Where there are jest grounds
to believe that a certain individual is not a,
fit ni proper penon to hold a license, then
in the intcrtsts of the industry thle license
should be refusd aw.]t is essential that such
power should lie given to the superintendent.

M.%r. A. TROIISON: The suggestion of
thle inwinber for Gaseo-vne should overcome
the objection. The firhling to-day is practi.1-
ally in the hands of thle coloured races. The
latest report of tile ]Fisheries Department
statos that liCens~es to tile 11tiniber of 227
wvere issued to pesn emnployedi s divers.
Of these 210 were issued at Biroomte, 16 at
Roe bourne, and one at Ouislow. Of the
Broomie dlivers, 102 were Japanevse, 14 Mtalays
and three inanilainen. Of the trial divers to
the number of 188, who were given permits,
a majority, as in former years, were Jap-
anlese. We wvant to reserve this industry for
the people of Australia.

_Mr. Teesdale- The daminable part is that
otir people are duininying for them.

MNr. A. THOMSON: Quite so. So long as
we cani protect innocent mna from being pen-
alised, we should strain a point in the en-
deavour to prevent dummnying.

The PREMIER: If there is an appeal to
a magistrate, the superintendent will have.-
to prove that what he believes to be true, is
true.

Hon. T. Walker: The clause does not even
state "'reasonably suspect."

The PREMIER: If the superintendent had
to go before a magistrate to prove hisq ease,
hie could never take actio'n. There aye Usually
six coloured men on a boat and only one white
an, and what chance would he have of

proving a case. It often happens that a
person in Perth is ordered to leave the city
because he is considered undesirable.
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Ron. P. Collier: There has to be evidence
in support of the statement.

The PREMIER: Jolly little.

Sitting sucspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Rot,. P. COLLIER: Will the 'Minister
accept the amendment?

The Colonial Secretary: It is essential for
the prevention of dlummying that the words
should remain.

Ron. P. COLLIER: It is more essential,
that this supreme aind autocratic and unques-
tioned power which the elause proposes to
confer upon a Government official should not
be included in an Act of Parliament, whether
the power applies to white men or coloured
men. Moreover, the clause proposes to coKi-
fer that power without any right of appeal.
Such provisions are utterly foreign to all the
traditions of British legislation. Parliament
ought not to interfere at all with thIs matter,
which is largely a question of employment.
Why should the Government assume the re-
sponsibility of saying whether a man shall or
shall not follow a certain occupation? The
M inister would not dare to embody a pro-
vision of this kind in legislation dealinjg with
any ordinary industry. It would be a differ-
ent thing if the proposal were to place this
power in the hands of a magistrate, who
would feel uinder an obligation to investigate
the matter. An ordinary Government offcial
might be actuated by whim, caprice, or petty
spite in excluding a man from the indulstry
month after month and year after year. At
the very least -there should be a right of
appeal, and the offcial should be compelled
to make good his grounds for action before
a resident magistrate. If the amendiment is
carried, the superintendent will still have
sufficient power, as lie will then be able to
refuse a license to a person of evil fame.

Mr. Mann: That would cover it.
Hon- P. 'COLLIER: Even then the clausP

would give far greater power than I person-
nlly would be disposed to grant. It should
include a right of appeal.

M.%r. Mann: A magistrate would have to
deal with the man on a charge of evil fame.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 'Not as the clause
stands; it is a matter of the wiperintendent 's
opinion, and the resident magistrate -does not
come in.

Mr. Mann:- I do not think that is what is
intended.

Ron. P. COLLIER: But that is what the
clause says; it is not capable of any other
meaning.

Mr, Mann: It is only a resident magistrate
who can say that a person is of evil fame.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Thin it is necessary
to cut out the reference to the superintendent.

Mr. ANGELO: I again appeal to the Min-
ister to postpone the clause, with a view to
adding a proviso allowing of appeal. If the
superintendent refuses to allow a. man to go
on board ship, the man will not appeal, be-
cause he will be afraid of further investi-
gation. Of course we want to protect the

innlocent 11a, and an alilieal. to a itsideni
magistrate wvill cover everything. The word!
which the amendment seeks to delete shouli
be retained, subject to a proviso as suggested
The pennling industry wants the clause as ii
stands now. To that end the right of appeil
is essential.

Mr. LAMIB ERT: Can we go back to strikc
out wvords as suggested by the member foi
Boulder!

The CHAIRM. AN: 'Not unless the Minis,
ter agrees to re-commit the Bill.

Mfr. LAMBERT: The proposed power is at
extraordinary omme, and the clause -should nol
be rushed through. Before a man is regarded
as of evil fame, Ile should lie convicted of it
and aot merely suspected. On mere susn
pition in man should be deprived of his
livelihood.

Mr. A"NOFLO: I move-
That the further cnsideration of the

clause he postponed.
The CHAIRMTAN: We had better dispose

of the nii eudumetit first.
Mfr. MARSHALL: I wish to say somethin~g

about the amendment before it is disposed of.
lion. P. COLLIER: Mir. Chairman, there is

a motion before you for the postponement of
the further consideration of the clause. That
"inUst beC dealt with first. It is not for you to
say, ''Let us dispose of the amendment first'"
when you have before you a motion for the
postponement of the clause.

The CHAIRMNAN: The Standing Orders
will back Die up. The clause has already been
amended. I can take a motion to report proi-
gress.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, I will mov-

That progress he reported.
Motion passed.

ANNUAL )ESTIMATES, 1122-23.
In Committee of Supply.

il esurned front the 1st November; Hon. G.
Taylor in the Chair.
Departmient of Lainds and Repatriation

(Hon. Sir James AMitchell) Minister.
Agricultural Bank, Industries Assistance

Board, Soldiers Land Settlement:
Item, Trustees and Board IMember, £636

(partly considered):
The PREMTIER: I wish to inform the Comn-

muittee that this board has no power to do
anything except recommend. The mnembers of
it will inquire only into the position of clients
who have outside creditors. Some of these
creditors have waited a long time for their
mioney and many of them have fared badly.
The board will be able to get useful informa-
tion, and all that can happen will he for the
mnembers to make a recommendation. They
may work some good for the farmers who
struck misfortune, as in the case of those at
Ongerup and in that locality.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not convinced thait
it is necessary to have any beard other than
that already provided for uinder the Industries
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Assistance Act. That board has administered
the Act ever since 1915. They have handled
all the clients of tine J.AB. and dealt with
accounts aggregating several million pounds.
Tflat board ought to be and is well qualified
to deal with every aspect of clients' affairs,
and I do not consider that any additional
hoard is necessary. Assuming, however, that
the appointment of a board composed of men
with lot al knowledge would be of assistance
to tine statutory board, and assuming it was
advisable to appoint sucki a board, then wrong
action was taken by the Government when
they handed over the right to a political or-
ganisation to make a selection of the mnenmbera
of that board. The Glovernment tiaigit. well
have argued for the selection of local me't
without appealing to any political organisa-
tion, The organisation nowv are claiming equal
power with the board to deal with clients of
the Agricultural Bank. That is tine plain
simple fact of the case.

'Mr. A. Thomson: The organtisation only
nominated the boards.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the difference?
Mr. A . Thomson: They have not the power

to appoint them.
Ron. P. COLLIER: No, but they selected

tine nomninees and submitted thenm to the Gov-
ernment. If it were not intended to appoint
the nominees of the association, why ask the
association to select them? Unless for sore
disqualifying reason, the Government will cer-
tainly appoint tine nominees of the association.
Without going over the grounds I covered last
wveek, I say my objection. is just as emphatic.
to tinose appointments as it was then. I hope
we shall not see the principle extended to any
other department. It nmeans the right to ap-
point a board to deal with the finances of
members of the association.

Mr. A. Thomson: No.
lHon. P. COLLIER: Not in all case;, per-

hl-s, but the majority of the farmers belong
to their association.

Mr, Pickering: They ought to.
Hon. P. COLLrER:- Of course so, and no

doubt the majority do. So it follows that the
miembers of these boards, nominated by the
association, will be dealing with the financial
affairs of members of their own association.
In fact, to-night the ntembers of these boards
and thme clients of thle I.A.B. are meeting as
one party, and to-morrow the members of the
boards will deal with the positions of clients
of the J.A.B. with wvhom they were associated
the previous evening at a meeting of at politi-
cal. organisation.

Mr, A. Thomson: The members of the
boards axe only there as valuers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, they are also to
make recommendations as to what should be
done to give a farmer a fresh start,
as to the attitude to be adopted towards the
clients of the I.A.B. The principle is en-
tirely wrong. I do not say the I.A.B.
will be influenced by any considerations
other than those which they believe to be
equitable and in the best interests of the
State; nevertheless, they will have given to
them the recommendations of these local

boards. The principle is wrong. Men should
have been selected in the various districts
without delegating the power (if selection to
the organisation, We are all hitman, and the
personal equation conmes into it, A man
would he more than human it he were able
to associate iiith his neighbours in the every-
day affairs of life, and nevertheless w-ere not
influenced when called upon to make a re-
comimendation to the Oovernment econcerning
tine financial affairs of hisi friend. The
ILA.B. have been able to administer the Act
for seven years with but very few complaints
in the House, notwithstanding which these
new local boards are appointed to practically
give directions to the statutory board. I
register mly strongest objection to any politi-
cal association being empowered to make
selections of the kind.

Mtr. A. THOMNSON: I am sorry time Leader
of the Opposition is against the appointment
of these boards.

Mr. 0 Loghilen: By a political body.
Mr. A. THOMSON: In my opinion these

local boards should have been appointed long
ago. Those of us representing agricultural
districts know the difficulties which clients
of the LA.B. have to contend against. The
Lender of tie Opposition said thne I.A.B.
should have power to do all that is required.
Unfortunately that board cannot do all that
is required.

Mr. Lutey: They have inspectors to assist
them.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The inspectors go
around advising farmers, practically comn-
pelling them to do what they know from ex-
perience is no0t, right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not think they
interfere with the farmers much.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I know a recent case-
of a settler in my (district being refused
further assistance.

Member: A good job.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Would the hon. mem-

ber like to be in the position of a man whio
haq toiled for years on inferior laud?

Hlon. W. C. Angwiat: You have no bad
land in your district.

'Mn. A. T11OMSON: Unfortunately we
have. I1 have here a letter from a settler
which I received only yesterday, ais fob-
lows8:-

Is it possible, or is there any chasce of
anything being done to relieve or help us
unfortunate settlers on these poverty-
stricken lands here. I hate toiled and
s9laved to make a living, but have to admit
that I amt only going back more every year.
Besides having poor ]and I also have flood
waters to contend with. To drain the
land would require a drain 20 feet by 3
feet, and even that, would not take all.
At present the place is absolutely useless
and will not grow anything. Can you
bring it up in Parliament and see if jus-
tice cannot be done to honest, hard-working
settlers?
Hon. W. C. Angwia: That has nothing to

do with the I.A.B.
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Mfr. A. THOMSON: It is one of the diffi-
culties the settler is uip against. One of the
functions of the board is to send an inspector
and two practical farmers to find out why a
man has not made a success.

'.%r. 0 'Loghlen: Could you get those two
farmers without being directed by the branch
orgaiiisationl

'Ar. A. THOMSON: That is quite possible.
Nevertheless, it has only becu as the result
of the organisation hammering at this thingr
continually that we have been able to get
these new boards.

Theo Premier: You have not haininered
much yet. You are damining your whole dis-
trict.

Mr. A. THOMISON: No, there is some
good land there.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Is that -it Ongerup?
Mr. A. THOMLSON: No.
The -Premier: Is it at Katanning7
Mr. A. THOMSON: 'No. I will give the

Premier this letter afterwvards. The writer
continues-

We were induced to take up the land by
misrepresentation. It was wrongly classi-
fled.
Ron. W. C. Anigwin: They atll Say that,
Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon, member

knows that what I amn saying is correct.
ILarge areas of land have been wrongly
classified, and unfortunately the settler has
no redress.

The Premier: Sonice of thema ought to have
known the land they were going ont to.

Mr. A. THOMfSON: The Premier is
briniging people out to-ufty to settle them onl
the land. Those people know no mnore about
land classification than does the man in the
moon01. They are sent to the group settle-
nients, and told it is first-class land. Surely
the Premier will not say those people ough t
to know! When a man has toiled and slaved
for 10 years he oughit to be given sonme little
recompense. Unfortunately, although we can
recompense the man, we cannot give himn
back the 10 years hoe has wasted on indif-
ferent land.

The Premier: Mlake it clear that it dloes
not apply to the whole of your district.

Mr. A. THOMSON: When I say that the
whole of my district is bad, I will accept
correction by the Premier. The letter goes
on to say that according to the value, the
land was wrongly classified. Had it been
classified according to the value it would
never have been taken up. The letter points
out that it is only grazing land and very
poor at that. The writer says he is sorry to
be giving any trouble, but that as hie is com-
pletely rulued his only hope lies in his re-
presentative in Parliament. That was his only
escnse for writing. Hle ends uip by saying,
''For Cod's sake do something for us."

Hon. P. Collier: What was he asking for?
MrY. A. THOMSON: For relief from debt.
Hon. P. Collier: There are manty cases like

that, but is the local board necessary in order
that the farmers shall get 'relief!I

M r. A. TRomsoN: It is essential. The
r.A.B. has no power to write dlown the secuiri-
ties.

Hon. P. Collier: This board will not do so
eit her.

Mr. A. THO]NSON: No, but the board can
mnake a report. .t take it a man 's position
will he classified, an inventory taken, and a.
recommendation put before the I.A.B. Men
have taken up laud and complied with all the
requisite conditions, True, they have had
assistance front the board, but never had
ailly hope of making a suvcess becnuse they
were on poor land. They had to obey the
instructions of the visiting inspector and put
in crops, blit had ac fesnlr. -Most 0f these
settlers arc willing to carry the burden of
what they call their tangible assets.

Ilon. P. Collier: Their position must be
nweli known to the stattitory hoard.

'Mr. A, T.1OM.SON : Probably it is. I
want to go further than this board is going.
Thto hoard mary say they. will give no more
assistance, and that the settler must go off
the land. This farmer may have spent many
years of his life trying to make a success,
nrl. has accumulated a lot of experience and
knows all about the place. The land is then
put tip for tender and is sold at a greatly re-
duced price. The mian who should get the
benefit of that -writing down should be the

n who has put i. 10 years of his life
upon01 it.

The Premier: That would not work. Sup-
pose the man wera a loafer.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T have no sympathy
with the loafer.

Mr. Johnston: The loafers have practically
all gone.

Mr. A. THOMASON: When the board dis-
continue assistance the settler cannot go on-

'Mr. Latham: There should be no loafers
under the present system of inspection.

The Premier: No.
Mr. A. THOMSON: There was one ease in

my district.
The Premier: You will give toe the name?
'Mr. A. THOM.NSON: Yes. He is under the

I.A.B. He was told to carry on without
assistance. Rie put in 300 or 400 aces of
fallow, and applied to the beard for manure.
The reply was delayed for three months with
the -result that the settler lost all the benefit
of his fallowing. He had to put in bis crop
without manure. One firm was willing to
Supply it, bet wanted a guarantee of -re-
payment out of the crop.

Mfr. 0 'Loghlen: Would not a telegram to
his representative in Parliament have put
that right?

Mfr. A. THOMSON: He was waiting for
a reply from the beard. Exception has been
taken to members interviewing the board,
but ini this case much good might have re-
sulted.

Mr. 0 Lovhlen: A member would save a
settler from disaster if that were the case.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is o. Then asaist,
ance of the hoard came too late.
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Hon. P. Collier: That hans nothing to do
with tl.e local board.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 'No, but if such mat-
ters were brought under the notice of the
I.A.B. tine necessary assistance might be
rendered.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it to be a pernanent
board?

The Premier: Not at all.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I take it there is no

need for a permanent board. I kaow of
another case where a man has been dealt
with in much the same way.

The CH-AIRMAN: Is the hon. member dis-
cussiwz, the trustees, and the members of the
board?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I an' discussing their
actions, anad showing that their bad adminis-
tration has led to hardship.

The CHAIR'MAN: This board's adminis-
tration I

Mr. A. THOMSON:- That of the LKAB.
The CHAIRMAN: I take it this is a

special board.
The Premiier: It is the I.A.R.
The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member may

continue.
Mr. A. THOMSON: This settler was also

refused assistance. His securities are held
by the board, and no one outside will trust
him. Men have taken up land and complied
with the conditions, but the board has re-
fused to carry them any further.

The Premier: Quite right, too, in many
cases.

Mr, 0 'Loghlen: Will not the co-operative
associations carry them ont

Mr. A. THOMSON': I have said before that
this hoard claims the bodies and souls of
those who come under it. These words have
come trite. I admit the hoard has done a
great deal of good work.

Mr. "Mann:t It has kept hundre~ds on the
land.

M%1r. A. THOMINSON:. Yes. One of the ob-
jects was to assist the settler, and the other
to protect the assets of the State. Men have
been put on poor land, and have had very
little chance of making a success. I congratu-
late the Premier upon appointing these
boards. I am sure great good will conic of
them. I am only sorry they were not ap-
pointed before. I trust the provision for
these hoards Will not be struck out.

H1on. AV.C. AN rWIN: I sam to a certain
extent handicapped in this matter, because a
select commnittee is at present holding an in:
quiry into it.

Mr. Pickering: Do not disclose the result
of it!

Ron. W. CQ ANGWIN: If I dlid, it would
be disclosed only to Parliament. This board
was appointed to assist the farmers who were
suffering in times of drought. The member
for RKatanning appears to think it was estab-
lished to assist farmers in time of flood. It is
all very well for menibers to abnise the board
on account of its attitude towards the far-
niers. 'If the board has stopped assistance,
he can rest assured that it has done .so on

good grounds, and that the farmer has had
splendid help tip to that Point.

'-\r. A. Thomson: 1 do not say that is not
SO.

ion. WV. C. ANG WiN. The board has
nothing to do with the granting of the land.

Mr. A. Thomson: The land is very often
the reason for the man 's position.

H-on. W. C. Angwvin: The board does niot
make the surveys or the classifications.

'Mr. A. Thomson: The Government do.
Hon. W. C. ANOW IN: in a large numn-

her of instances the sulrvc~yor classifies the
land.

Mr. A. Thomson: Under the direction of
the Government.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN: Surveyors are sap-
posed to understand the quality of land.

'Mr. Pickering: They do not always under-
stand it.

Hon. W. C. ANGIWIN: Some of them wmay-
have made nih-takes, but that has nothing tu
do with the TA.B, or its furtetions. Tt is
the Agricultural Bank that provides the
money for improvements, and not the board.
The only security held by the board is re-
presented in the chattels and stock, and thre
crop, if there is any. Farning is a, gamble,
and the board advance money on the gamble.
L[ have lately had the pleasure of perusing a
large, number of papers and files, and have
been surprised at the leniency shown by the
board to its clients.

'Mr. Pickering: You are not disappointed.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN. Not at all. The

board has done all it Could to keep men on
the land. There must be something radically
Wrong before the board Will take any steps
that will cause the farmer to leave his block.
Unfortunately, there are some settlers who
not only want the board to pay their out-
side creditors, but to wipe off the accounts
owing to the Government, and hand their
land back free of charge with all the im-
provements thereon.

Mr. A. Thomtson: flow many of them have1
a'iked for that?

Rion. W. C. ANOWIIN: I will tell the hon.
niember of one instance. A man owes the
Government £2,260 at the present moment.

,Mr. Pickering: He is a lucky man.
Ron, W. C. ANGWIN: Yet that inal

wanted the Government to pay his debts
and hand his land back to hlut clear, with
all improvements as Well. Ailhugh we have
nLot trained our report yet, I want to make it
clear from my knowledge of the files-andJ
have gone through miany of themi-that, in
ily opinion, the board has dlone everything
possible to keep men on the land.

'Mr. A. Thomson: I did niot say any thing
to the contrary.

lIon. W. C. ANGWTN: The hen. niember
pointed out that sustenance allowances had
been stopped and advances had been refused
for manure.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is correct.
lion. W. C. ANGWflN: Every encourage-

mient has been given to the farmers to help
them succeed, and the board will not take
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A lien over their assets such as sheep and so
on in connection with which they bate got
assistance from outsiders. It has been the
object of the board to keep the men on the
land. It is true that some men hare not been
successful on the light land, but no fewer
than 1,149 clients of the board have paid off
their liabilities and are now free men. I do
Dot think it is fair for a member representing
a, farming community to make a statement
that the hoard has not dealt fairly with them.

'Mr. A. Thomson: That is not correct. Yon
are making an unfair statement. I did not
say anytIhing of the sort.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: The implication was
there.

Mr. A . Thomson: It was not.
The CHfAIRMAN: Order!
Hon, W, U. ANOWIN: You will rememl-

her, 'Mr. Chairman, that you drew the atten-
tion of the lion, member to the fact that he
-was not dealing with the hocard and he replied
that he was dealing with the mismanagement
of the hoard. The boards, to the appointment
of which the Leader of the Opposition took
exception, are appointed to advise. The
tender of the Opposition did not object to A
board advising the I.A.B., or anyone else ad-
vising then) if that advice was wanted, bilt
be objected to the principle embodied in the
method of the appoiatment. From my stand-
point, I regard the appointment of these out-
-side boards as a vote of no-confidence by the
Government in the work of the I.A.R. Fromn
-what I can see, the t.A.D, has acted more in
the interests of the farmers than, to a great
extent, in the interests of the finances of the
State.

Mr. LAM$ 3ET: It is unnecessary for me
to reiterate the whole of the history that oc-
casioned the establishment of the I.A.B. Ap-
parently, however, we must accept the I.A.B.
a- having become one of the permanent finan-
cial institutions of the State. As one of the
most important of those institutions, it should
be properly protected. What do we find? We
find that the dominant politics] party in power
to-day ore prepared to barter away everyf
vestige of government control to suit their
own political ends. Very shortly we shall be
called upont to arrive at a decision regarding
other institutions which have crept perman-
ently' into the political and economic life of
this State. I refer to the trading concerns.
The L.A.B. as an institution is almost on0 all
fours with those trading concerns. The
Leader of the Opposition is to be commended
for drawing public attention to the existenlie
of this position and the political organisation
responsible for it-

Mr. Pickering: And to the modesty of it.
'Mn LAMBERT: The organisation is in

keeping with the modesty of the member for
Sussex. Members can gauge the extent of
that modesty! The irresponsibility of their
control would do credit to a tenth rate South
American Republic. Nothing wonld lend it-
self to geater political corruption than if
parliament were to part with the control of

the L.A.B. and it were handed over to any
other organisation.

Mr. A. Thomson:. Uon't you think we are
justified in getting justice for men who are
suffering?

'Mr. LAMBERT, The hion. member is justi-
fied in doing that but-

Mr. A. Thomson! That is what we are do-
ing.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member is not
justified in trying to undermine and white-ant
by insidious influences, one of the permanent
finanicial instituitiolis of the State which is
leading the people's money, and which should
look for proper protection and security for the
investment of money uinder the Industries As-
sistance Act.

Mr. Letham: Do you know the proft the
State has made under that Act?

M,%r. LAMBERT: I know the State has
mnade no0 profit fromt the hon. miember or from
his presence in this Chamber!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. LAM BERT:. It is a deplorable fact

that the Government has bowed to the influ-
ences wh ic-li have been exercised.

Mr. A. Thonison: You want to be careful.
There is an election proceeding at the present
time onl this same question.

Mr. LAMBERT: If to-morrow ming
another political party were in power, suchl as

- Labour Party--
The Colonial Secretary: Ahi
Mr. LAMBERT! That is no dream, as the

permanient smile on the Colonial Secretary's
face would suggest. It will not be long be-
fore the swving of the pendulum will bring
about the event I suggest. If, when Labour
was returned to power, wve handed over the
functions of the Arbitration Court to the
unions of the State-

Mr. Picase: Wht hs this to do with the
'vote?

Mr. LAMBERT: It has got a lot to don
with it, because of the analogy I will draw.
If to-morrowv morning the unions were to ask
the Parliamentary Labour Party, that party
having secured the reins of Government, to
hand over the administration of the Arbitra-
tion Act-

Capt. Carter: They would not do it.
Mr. LAMBERT: The unions would not ask

for it.
Cart. Carter: You would all resign.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: If when an application

for assistance in connection with the mining
industry was refused, members representing
the mining districts were to ask that two
members of the miners' unions should be ap-
pointed for consultation and advice on the
question as to whether the Inspector of Mfines
was right or not, what would be said?

Hon. P. Collier: That is a fair comparison.
Applications have been made to the 'Mines
Department for assistance and have been
turned down.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is decidedly on all
fours. Mr. Speaker can bear me out in my
statement that such assistance has; been re-
fused:

I C36
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Mr. Lutey: In any ease, Aye may try this
on after what has happened.

Mr. LAMBERT: In the past, when appli-
cations for assistance have been refused, mem-
bers representing mining constituencies have
bad duo regard for the finances of the State
and have believed that when such assistance
was refused, the refusal was on sound grounds.
On the other hand, what do we find when it
applies to the agricultural industry? The
primary producers' Organisation have bad a
taste of the financial ganme in the capacity of
acquiring agents, in -wheat marketing and so
forth. On the strength of that, they ask that
local branches of thruir Organisation shall have
representation on a special board to assess
the amomit that a settler should receive from
the I.A.E.

Mr. A. Thomson: You should be in the
position of settlers who have wasted 10 or
12 years of their lives on rotten country.
That is all I can say.

Mr. LAMBERT: The mnembor for Katan-
fling has started at the wrong end. It is
not the intention of the I.A.B. to correct the
wrongs or mistakes made by the 'settler.

Mr. A. Thomson: The mistakes have not
been mnade by the settler. That is the un-
fortunate part of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Nor is it the function of
the L.A.B. to correct the mistakes or mis-
representations made by the Giovernment in
selling that land.

lion. P. Collier: But they askc for a local
irresponsible board to review the decisions of
a statutory board.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is no. If mistakes
have been made through wilful misrepresenta-
tion by the Governijent in selling the land,
it is not the function of this permanent finan-
cial institution to correct it. Do bon. mem-
bers realis that the board is operating a
part andl parcel of the Savings Bank andth
Agricultural Bank, inasmuch as the money in
rested is the people's money and should be
properly protected? If we did away with
the T.A.E. to-morrow, what protection would
the farmers get? What protection do they
get from the associated banks, the virtues of
which members opposite take every oppor-
tunity to extol? What sympathy and con-
sideration would they get?

Mr. Piesse: We get a lot of sympathy.
'.%r. LAMBERT: Plenty of sympathy, but

that is all.
Mr. A. Thomson: A little bit of cash, too,

occasionally.
.Ar. Chesson: But the banks want a pretty

fair niar~in of security.
Mr. LAMBERT: I hope members opposite

in their zeal to white-ant the constitutional
authority of Parliament and the Government
will hesitate before they proceed moch fur-
ther. As responsible people, their responsi-
bilities should be reflected in a proper andO
sound attitude regarding the control of our
financial institutions. It is deplorable and
unthinkable that responsible men should so
far forget the decency and dignity that they
owe to Parliament as to give away the eon-

trol of such a financial institution in the
manner suggested. I hope that some notice
will be taken by the people of the State of
the desires of this political Organisation which
seeks to undermine the authority of the Qov-
erment. We hear a lot of nonsense talked
about attempted frresponsible control in the
past, that was never adopted on God's earth
like the attempts that are made every day
of the week now-

Mr. A. Thomson: Be careful, you are on
dangerous ground!

Mr. LAMBERT: Attempts that are made
by this political Organisation to undermine
the very foundations of the old-established
functions of Government. I believe the
organisations are prepared to go to any
lengths that the Government will allow in
their desire to get further control of the
governmental functions of the State. This
is a deplorable thing. If the Premier will
stiffen his back, he will find Parliament be-
hind him. It is time they were told in no
unmistakable language that no matter what
party members might subscribe to, they will
stand by the head of the Government to pro-
tect the financial institutions, even if they
cannot protect Parliamentary and govern-
mental dignity and decency. I -wish to refer
to Part ITT. of the Industries Assistance Act.
It is regrettable that the Government do not
ta~co action to assist the secondary indus-
tries of the State. A considerable amount of
good has been lone to the farmers during
the times of stress and hardship through
which they have passed, and I believe that
sinmilar assistance could be given to the grow-
ing seco .ndary industries of Western Austra-
lia. I regret with the Leader of the Oppo-
sition that an irrespofisible body without any
statutory power whatever are to-day inquir-
ing intq the secondary industries and advis-
ing the Government as to the extent these
industries are of service or value to the
State.

Mr. Pickering: To which body do you
refer?

Mr. LAMBERT: The Cofucil of Indus-
trial Development. I have nothing to say
against the council. They were brought into
being by some decision of a past Government
and have continued in an honorary capacity,
advising the Government as to whether
secondary industries could or should be as-
sisted. Every member is desirous of seeing
our secondary as well as our primary in-
dustries expanded and developed wherever
possible on reasonably safe financial grounds.
Such expansion can result only if Par-
liament adopts a right attitude towards
them. To-day' our industries are burdened
with a heavy protective tariff and our
relationship to the Eastern States largely re-
sembles our formier relationship to the out-
side world. We have to revise our attitude.
T hope the Premier -will appoint a competent
board similar to that governing the agricul-
tural industry to inquire aat to the extent to
which secondary industries may be developed.
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Mr. 0 'Loghlen 'rho present board is anl
honorary one.

Mr. LA-M-fERT: Yes. A considerable
number of industries could be developed in
this State if the proper lead were only given.
Recently we haive witnessed the development
of the porcelain industry and of the cement
industry, and now there is being floated a
company to start woollen mills. I believe
there are many other activities in which the
people of this State could engage.

The CHIAIEMA'N: I have allowed the holl.
member considerable latitude, hut I do not
think he should pursue that line of argument.

Mr. LAMBlERT: Then I shall desist. If
the Premier followed. his own inclinations I
feel sure hie would achieve a considerable
amount of good and would have the backing
of all lion. members. I hope we shall not
hove outside interference in regard to this
deserving institution. It could assist the
farmer further than it haes assisted him, but
it is not the function of the I.A.B. to correct
any of the mistakes or misrepresentations
made as to file quality and value of land.
That would he quite foreign to the functions
of the hoard. The farmers should be ever
grateful to the Labour Party for all they did
and attempted to doa. If they did not doa all
that was not desired, it was not the fault of
the Parliamentary Labour Party.

Tihe Minister for Agriculture: It is the
function of Government to do that.

Mr. LAAIBERT: Quite so. The Industries
Assistance Act was passed as a temporary
measure in 1015, but the institution has be-
comle at permanent one. The interference de-
sired by the Country Party is so serious and
far-reaching that it would be regrettable if
we failed to taken notice of it and register
a solid protest against any bartering away
of executive power.

Mr. PICKERING: Thle member for Cool-
gardie (M.r. lsainhert) said it was ntot the
function of the I.A.R. to redress the errors
of other departments. It is a recognition of
this fact that has led the Primary Producers'
Association to approaeh the Giovernent with
a view to getting n b~oard whose functions
shall be to advise the Government as to the
true position of certain clients who could not
make good under existing conditions. After
all it is Only an advisory board. It must
not be lost sight of that its functions are
purely advisory. Ia my opinion any board
who could advise under such critical condi-
tions in such a direction as to make it pos-
sible to relieve the settlers who are burdened
with debt and retain to them a possibility of
making good on the holdings where they have
spent years of strenuous toil, tiould hie con-
ferring a great service on the State. The
Leader of the Opposition said he had two
objections, one was that there was no occa-
sion for another hoard and the other was that
such a board should be nominated by a politi-
eal organisM ion. I think I have made it
clear that it is necessary and advisable to
have such a board. Any reflection on the
oiganisation was quite unwarranted. The

organisation, quite apart from its political
aspect, had in view the best interests of the
Etatu.

Holl. P. Collier: I made no reflection on
the organisation. I was protesting against
the principle- -a' n liii-ely different thling.

Mr. PICKERING: I an, not reflecting on
the Leader of the Opposition.

- leu. P. Collier: No, but you said I re-
lleeted ott your organisation.

Mir. PICKERiNG: I ant putting what I
understood to be the view he expressed. If
I am mistaken I amt prepared to withdraw.
That was the impresision I gathered from his
remarks. 'rile holl. member said lio thought
it only right that every fanner in this State
should support the organisatiott which stood
for his representation. I agree with him.
Every farmer in Western Australia should
realise the great benieft received fronm the
Primary Producers' Association and the
members of the Country Party wyho repre-
seat him in this House. If this is so, and
I believe a great majority of farmers do be-
long to this organisation, it would be almost
impossible to get a selection of farmers who
would] not be electedl by representatives of
the Primary Producers' Association. There-
fete it does not matte, whether exception is
taken to this principle or not. It would be
impossible to escape from the position of
haiving on the hoard representatives elected
by members of the Primary Producers' As-
sociation and associated with the Country
Party. There is tlte whole position; whether
it involves a principle or not, that would in
fact be the ease. The board would be elected
by people directly associated with the or-
ganisation we have the honour to represent.

lion. P. Collier: Not at all; the Govern-
mnt could appoint them.

Mfr. PICKERING: 1 do not believe in
Olovernnient-appointed boards, In view of
thle conditions, this scheme is much fairer.

lifon. V. Collier: You believ3, in a political
organisation making nlppoiotments to deal
with Government securities.

Mr. PICT{ERING: I believe in boards
being representative of the people. If they
are elected by organisations, they are more
representative titan if aointed by the Gov-
erunment. In any case, I maintain that when
ai'pointed by the organisation associated
oith the movement, they would be better
fitted to Alll the positions. It must be borne
in mind that appointe~s must he farmers in
110 way connected with the T.AB. and under
no obligation to the board. Therefore, why
fear that this organisation woold do any
greater injustice than any other organisa-
tion?

'The Premier: They bn hve no powver.
Mr. PICKERING: Their only rower is to

recommnend to the Government two lnminees.
The Premier: Tro tlte bonard.
.%r, PICKERIING: Well to tfie hoard. If

the recommendations are not satisfactory,
and the board have every Meanq oe lovesti.
gatinq the roint, the recommendations will
not be borne in mind. I anm satisfied there
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,iced1 he0 no fear in thle m'inds of the people of
this State that anly injustice wvill be dlone to
thle country or to its finances by thle appoint-
es to the advisory hoards, nor 'do. I fear that

tlet (lt-isbIons of these hzoardls ii be other
thain benleficial to thle State whichl they will
bI, elected to serve.

1 tein, Assistant Controller, Soldier Settle-
meait Sehinue, £456:

'.%r. PICKERING: Who iq rt-ferred to
hiere? I understand Mr. Richardson is the
controller.

The PltF tAT~iR: Alr. White is assistanit
('ontroller now.

fleu. P. ('oilier: kut this is soldier settle,
iteuit.

The lIEJE: Mr, 3ieharilson, before
be became Controller of Group Settlements
was Assist-ant (Onltroller of Sold ier Settle-
mea-t.

"Land Settlement for Soldiers andI Group
Settlemlent:

Ttent, Permianent and] temp~lorary salaries of
officers of other deparinnent, alqo Lands De-
j'artmient, £C14,000.

Mr. A. THJOM SO'N:- f asume that till.
item covers group settlement iii the South'
West.

Thle Premier: Yes.
Mr. A. THOASON: There is another

phase of group settlement as regards whichl
the Governmient, I regret, have -o far nuade
vcry little even in the wvay of :I start. The
Premier has stated that hie proposed to es.
tablish settlers on 10,000 acres? or' vine grow-
ing land. When I returned hecre on the 15th1
August, 1 was under thle impression that that
hrauc-h of settlement was to be proceeded
with immediately. Has anything been dlone
yet?

The Premier: Y(ou have not said at word
to ine about it during the last few months.

.Vr. A. THOMSON: 1 made inqniries in
thle departments. ft has been reported that
lands, along the Great Southern railwray are
quite suitable for viticuilture. I believe that
up to (late the Governmnent. have not even
decided when and where to start their viti-
cultural scheme. The State is losing valuable
time, and the mon:'v devoted to viticulturc
would yield a quicker and safer return than
some of the expenititnra on group settlemnent
in th- South-West. I will not damn the
scheme of group settlement at all; I consider
it a wise Fehenie. The Premier, I understandJ,
has waived the stipulation that all mien going
on group settlement most have 12 months'
experience.

Hon. P. Collier: Has that been waived?
The Premier: Only as regurdi- experience .1

ni10n
Mr. A. THOM,%SON: If wve have the right

instructors for immigrants intended for
group settlement, no need not ask immuigrants
to lose 12 months at bush whacking.

Hon. P. Collier: But in that way a man
learns to mouch it a bit.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: The great bulk of
the people coaming out are workers, and are
quite prer ared to rough it. The Government

mnight make a greater effort to secure Dien
with capital. We are devoting ourselves
maily to obtaining immigrants who hiave

:,,either capital nor experience. I anm saute-
what fearful as regards the groups in the
South-West. I wonder what will happen when
thme period of 10s. per day comes to an end?
Of course, if any nmember daren to stand up
here and voice his opinion, the Premier im-
alediately asslunes that that member is
against thle scheme. I am just as good a
Wes-t Australian as the Premier, and have

Just as great faith in thle scheme as the
'renier has.

Tile Premier: I ant glad to hear it.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The Government are

pay; ing Mien Who0 are OnL land which is going
to cost nything up to £40 per acre to clear.

The Premier: Who told you that?
MNfr, A. T11OMSON: We had that state-

ment madle 1) y the mlemlber' for Collie when
umotillg for a Royal Commission.

The Premier: That dlid not refer to group
s;ettlemnemit at all.

Mr. A. THOM1SON: I't will be interestiag
to learn time facts whlen we get the returns.
We have airearly the statement made by the
]Premnier that £7 per acre has bpeen written off
thle cost of clearing one estate.

The Premier: That is not group settle-
ment ait all. Stick to your point.

The Minister for Agriculture: And that
estaste was cleared by dlay labour.

Mr. A. THOM3SON: Is not clearing on
group settlements being (lone by day labour?

The Frontier: No.
Air. A. THOMLSON. The men are getting

]O0s. per day, and they work from S a.m. till
5 p.m., and thecy have ito guarantee which
particular block is going to be theirs indi-
vidually.

lon. P. Collier: But it is not the sanme
principle. Paying mien 10s. per day susten-
ance when working for themselves is a differ-
ent thing from day labour.

Mr. A. THOMSON: t1 ama going to show
that they are not workig for themselves alto-
gether.

The CHAIRMAN: There is noe provisiult
lhere other than. for officers. There is nothing
lucre about clearing land.

16r. A. THOMSON: Still, we are dealing
with group settle ment. There is an item for
incidental expenses, £1,100, sihich must re-
fer partly to group settlement.

The CHAIRM1AN:; But that does not
cover the range of the hon. member's re-
marks. The lion. member mlust deal with this

asadnministration, and not as a settlement
silmemne. Here we arc dealing only with the'
officers.

M r. A. THOMNSON: When are we going
to get anl opportunity to dicuss group settle-
mueat?

Thnt CH1AIRM-NAN: On tble Loan Estimates,
where tlle nmoney is provided.

Mfr. A. THOMNSON: Well, I want to deal
with administration at the present time. Men
are seat down to a certain group, and we
know that the conditions undnr which some 01
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then, have had to work were rather adverse.
That was shown by the articles of ''Politi-
cut'' We followed them with much interest
and also with a. certain amount of alarmi.

The Premier: You would be sure to may
that.

Mr. A. THOMSON; One niust not say
anything against the Premier's schemes. 1
contend that the ballot ought to take place
as soon as tine nca are sent dOwit to a group,
settlement.

The Premier: What for?
Mr. Davies: That would be fatal.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I will show that it

is fatal under present conditions, because the
men are working under day labour.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid I cannot
allow the lbon, member to do that.

'Ar. A. THOM-%SON:. This is all adminis-
tration, Sir.

Thne CHAIRMAN: The item does net deal
with clearing of land.

Mr. A. THO-MSON: But it deals with ad-
ministration in that connection.

The CHAIRMAN: It deals with salaries
of officers.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: I want to show how
the admi-nistration is being carrieid otT.

The Premier:- You do not seem to know.
'Mr. A. THOMSON: Evidently the Pre-

umier does not want me to tell the Commnittee
what I do know. The men work from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m., but there is no incentive to
them-

Th CHAIR'MAN: These officers?
Mr. A. THOMSON; The nien luder the

supervision of one of these officers.
The CHAIRM1AN: But the men who are

working under these officers are not providled
fur in this item. The hon. member must
keep within the item.

Mr. A. THOM.NSON: There is a forenman
appointed and lie is paid to supervise these
men. Surely such supervision comes within
the purview of the itemt

The CHAIRMAN. That is supervision.
M.% A. THO'MSON: I want to inform the

Committee what work that foreman is super-
vising. I want to have lhii directed differ-
ently. At present there is no incentive for a
man on a group settlement to work. The
blocks should be allocated to the individual
settlers when they go there. Then the men
could work their eight hours a day, and fur-
thler, if they liked, they could put in a few
hours more onl Saturdays clearing their land.

Tine CHTAIRMAN: I cannot allow the hon.
member to discuss the whole principle of
group settlement under this item.

Mr. A. THO-MSON: Unfortunately we do
not appear tn be allowed to discuss it at all.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot help that.
However, there will he an onportunity on the
Loan 'Estimates fo deal with the 'tatter.

Mr- A. THOMSON: Amn I permitted to
discuss a form of group settlement which
the Premier in his speech stated would be
introducedf

The CHTAIRMAN: The 1b. member ran
discuss group settlement.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I was endearouring
to do that.

The CHAIRWVAN:- The hon. member can
discuss the officers included in the item.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is what : hlave
been endeavouring to do, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. winwler has
been discussing the whole system of group
settlemnent, and there is no item here for
that expenditure.

Mr. A. TH1OMSfON: Is tot part of that
li 100 which is being spent for incidentals
being spent en the group settlements?

The CHITARMAN: The hon. member knows
,welt. that that amount would not go fair in
clearing group settlements. It is incidental
only in regard to the salaried officers and
office expensos. The lion, member knows well
'What it means.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Wh'len I returned from
England I had the pleasure of introducing to
the Premier a gentleman iwho was keenly
desirous of entering one of these settlements.
He asked the Premier when a start could be
made and the Premier's reply was "to-mor-
row. 1

The CHRAIRMAN: I -cannot allow that
discussion at this stage.

Ilon. P. Collier: Did that int make a
start?

MVr. A. THOMSON: He has gone East. I
regret that I am not able to proceed with
this discussion. I shall be compelled to move
a direc~t motion at i later stage.

Tile CHAIRMNAN: The hon. member will
have ample opportunity to discuss the matter
on1 the Loan Estimates.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If I were to move to
reduce the vote would I be in ei-der?

The CHAIRMA11N: There is no vaet to re-
duce. These items are just shown as salar-
ics being paid out of revenue. There is no
i tem and thu Committee are not called upon
to pass any item.

M.Nr. LIJTEY: I have had a little to do
with -;\r. -McAdani and Mr. Richardson, and
I have found both to be able officers. I am
pleased to know that the Premier insgists that
new arrivals must have 12 months' experience
before going on to group settlements. The
officers inl question have had considerable ex-
perience.

M.%r. 0 'Loghlen:- What experience ha-ve you
ha mt of their experienice?

Mr. LlJTEY: I have had some experi-
ence on the land, but I doubt whether
I would pass muster before those gentlemen.
it is only proper that intending settlers
should have somne eqierienee before taking up
areas. I wvish to know what has been done
in the way of marketing produce. We have
heard nothing about that. Has anyone been
appointed to deal, with that question?

The PREM [EIIR: We mlust not forget that
wre are still living on imported produce, and
that we are endleavouring to find markets for
our stuff all the time. We have £2,000,000
worth of produce to catch up before we can
start to export.
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[This conchided the Estiniates of the De-
partmnents of Land and Ropatriation.]

Colonial Treasurer's Dlepartmnent - Ilon,
Sir James Mitchell, Minister.

Votes-Trasu-y £14,782, Audit £I1,99-
agreed to.

Vote-Compassionate allowances, £704:
M.Nr. JOHNSTON: I expected to find under

this heading an ite arising out of a tesolu-
tion. carried in this House towards the close
of last Session in connection with the ease
of Thomas 'Mable. This matter is familiar
to hon. member,-.

The Premier: It would not come under
ths vote.

M.Nr. JOHNSTON: The matter was dis-
cussed at great length on the motion of the
present Colonial Secretary. I am amazed to
find that time Government have made an offer
to pay lable £100 as a compassionate allow-
anice, and( it is not surprising to know that
this sum. was refused by M~ablei. Mr. Sanip-
anti when speaking in January last on this
subjeAt said-

The case of Thomas Mable is one which,
T believe, will receive the sympathetice con-
sideratioR Of all those who give atten-
tion to it.

Then the hion. mnembe~r went on. to describe
the circumstances of -the case. I merely wish
now to quote the concluding paragraph of the
bon, member's speech, which fairly covers the
case. I shall have nothing to add to that.
Mr. Sanipson said-

T mnaintain that a very grave injustice
was done to this unfortunate man. He dlid
not receive the consideration which a patient
should receive from a Government de-
p'artmnlet. The department should have ad-
iiinistered his affairs and protected his in-.
terests. I appeal to members to support
tile niotion, because by so doing they wilt
be doing justice to a man who has suffered
grave injury.
Ifr. Teesdale.- Whoul is that by?
Mr. JOHNSTON: The Hon. Mr. Samp-

son. I %visht to congratulate the Colonial Sec-
retary on that, so soon alter delivering that
speech, hie finds himself in the fortunate posi-
tion of administering the department whose
duty it wrould be to give this unfortunate
mail, Mable, the redress which the Colonial
Secretary, as a private member, so ably
mtoved should be given hint In view of the
lion. member's speech, I cannot understand
why the offer made so far should be only
£100. 1 hope the enervating influence of
office has not already damaged the Colonial
Secretary 's expressed desire to do justice to
Msable. If there is one member of the House
who might be expected to act fairly ni
squarely towards Mable, it is the Colonial
Secretary, who is now in a position to put
into operation his desire to relieve this un-
fortunate man. The instruction of the House
was that a caoassionate allowance should
bo.m granted to 'Mable. This was carried unani-
mously. The Colonial Secretary, then a pri-

rate member, wanted something more than
that done.

M.Nr. 0 'Loghlen: He does now, too.
Mr. JOHNSTON: I feel sore he does. I1

applaud thle Colonial Secretary for the gen-
ecous expressions to which lie gave utterance,
and I ask him to carry those desires into
effect now that he has the opportunity. Last
week I asked a series of questions on this snb-
jeet, concluding with, ''Will the Government
make a full statement of their intentions in
this matter*'' The Premier replied, ."Yes."

The Premiier: I told you all about it last
week.

Mr. JOHNSTON:. I should like the full
statement which the Premier said he would
give to the House. Since the House carried
a resolution onl the subject, I hope the Coy-
ermnent will give effect to the desires of the
House in no niggardly spirit. Whilst only
£100 has been offered to Mable as conmpas-
sionate allowance, we have already spent £825
in inquiring into his ease. In view of the
recommendations put forward, and of the ex-
cellent speech by which the Colonial Secretary
s.) moved the House, it is inconceivable that
nothing more thaa £100 should be offered to
Mable. I hope adequate justice will be done
to hinm, and done quickly.

The PtrMIER: The hion. member knows
than an inquiry is now being conducted into
this ease by officers of the department, He
knows what has happened, and he knows. why
the iteni could not conic under this vote.

Mr. 0 'Loghilen: Was the otter of £100
made onl the strength of inquiries bold?

The PRPEMIER: No, the inquiry is in pro-
cess now I do not know what was done prior
to the offer of £100. The hon. member knew
what was happening. It is a good thing we
have "'Hanisard,'' not because of the speech
quoted by the homi. member to-night, but be-
cause of the record it affords of speeches
which the lion, member himiself has made.
However, nothiiig more canl be said, pending
thme inquiry now in progress.

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: I want to bring under
notice the case of a mna who lost his eye at
Newdegate. Three or four deputations to the
Government, arranged with a view to securing
somne compassionate allowance for this man,
have been without avail. It is a most dis-
tressing case. Because the victim was 40
miles away fromi settlement, hie had to wait
three weeks before he could be removed, and
so lie lost the sight of his eye. Conipeasationt
has been refused. He was one of thle clearers
at Newdegate. He had no means of his own.
He was sent there as one of the uneinniloyed,
and hie received his injury while at his work.
The Crown Law authorities rule that he is not
entitled to compensation under the Workers'
Coumpensatiun Act.

The Premier- He was not working under
control.

M,%r. 0 'LOGHLEN: But on the broad hu-
inanitarian grounds on which the Colonial
Secretary so effectively appealed in another
casge last year, I put it to the Premier
that a citizen should not be treated so
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enllously. The accident was largely the
result of Government negligence, through
which the man lies suffered. intensely and has
lost his eye. If hie is nrot a fit subject for a
corulassionate allowance onl a smnall scale, I
should like to know who is. I hope something
will be done, seeing that the stupid law whichi
has just broken down in the courts does net
recognise this man's claim for compensation.

lion. P. COLLIER: 'We know that under
the Workers' Compensation Act the man is
not legally entitled to compensation.

The Premier:- Ho was a contrnctor.
lion. P. COLLIER: The House, when it

Poassed the last awmendmnent to the Workers'
Compensation Act, believed that the amend-
ment covered men engaged in such work as
this man was doing, namely, piece -work. In
furtherance of that belief a ease was taken to
the High Court, where the Government was
good enough to carry an appeal froni the Su-
prenme Court finding enl this very point. The
High Court upheld the decision of the 8-
preme Court, and declared that piece wvork
did not conic under the Workers' Cornpensat-
tion Act as we all thought it did. The House
I believe, would hare no hesitation in rectify-
ing that oinission in an1 M:inidiiig Act. I do
not profess to be an fait with the details of
this erso, further than to understand that a
manl working at clearing at "Newdetgate lost
the sight of his eye. This man has a moral
claim for a complassionate allowance, if only
large enough to recompense hium for lost time
and the expense to which he has been put. I
hope the Premier will favourably consider the
case.

The PREMIER: It was never intended that
then law should apply to contractors. The ease
that went to the High Court was that of the
widow of a timber hewer.

Hlon. P. Collier: Is not this case on all
fou rs?

The PREMIER: No, this man was a con-
tractor. lHe was not under control. The only
control exercised over him would he an in-
,;PC tion of his work.

Hon. P. C ollier: Hle was rather a, piece
worker under control than a contractor.

Tho PREMIER: It is difficult to draw the
line between piece work and contract work.

Mr. O'Logbmlen: You will admit that it is
rather a sad ease.

The PREMIER: I do not know the ens".
It was not rut to me.

Hoe. P. Collier: The man who is clearing
Jaud at so much an acre is onl all fours witir.
the mn who is hiewing sleepers at so much
per sleeper.

The PREMIER: A man. clearing 200 acres
would] not lie a contractor under control. If
the hon. menml'er will supply the mn's namec
T will look into it.

Hon. P. Collier: Thompson was the name.
'Mr. MeCALLUMI: There is a distinction

b~etween a mian working as this mn was and
a contractor. A contractor enters into a bond
to carry out a certain job. This tran was
pain so much an acre for cecarieg. It was
a piece work job.

The Premier: No.

Mr. MeCALLL'M:- It was clearly a ques-
tion of piece work. The Government did not
call for a price for clearing, but offered the
work at a certain price andl it was taken by
this usan. Although no one was supervising
the work, it was allotted to him. I know of
a case where a inan was working for the
iXurrawang Wood Company. Although
it was a tine poinit as to whether he
was doing liece work, or whether hie was n
wages manl or a contractor, there was no diffi-
cult)- in arriving at a setticenent with the
compainy. There aIre other employees for
whomi te Government are paying insurance,
buit who dio not conic under t1w Acet. Cases
have been fouight in the courts, and, often
after the jury has given a dlecision inl favour
of the injured mi iand the judge has uphelfl
their decision, an appeal has heen nmade to a
higher rotirt. I. refer to a rns9c inl connection
wvith the State Steamship Service. The Gov-
emninent should not lend themselves to that
sort of thing. The insurance com3pany are
merely using the amne of the State in order
to conduct this appeal. If the S9tate's name
is used, the Govericut should insist on the
coilnvl doing a fair thing.

The' Prernier: People cnnot go outside
time law when it suits them.

M.Nr. 'MeCALLUM: The State should not
lend itsrlV to depriving an injured an of an
aniount which the jury has awarded to him,
in this rase R480.

The Premier: I know of another ease in
Fremantle in which the manl returned to
the wharf after % few months.

.Mr. _MeCALLUM: Not as soon as that.
In most cases tire Government have been
lenient and I hope they will continue to be
so.

The PREMIER: The Government have
been particularly lenient in nearly every
case. Men have been clearly outside the
Workers' Compensation Act, but have been
assisted in all kinds of ways. We ought to
keep within the law. It is a dangerous
thing to go outside it. If a man would
take out his own policy, it would save a lot
of trouble, and, in tihe case of aL person who
mns earning more than the limit provided
by the Act, he would get a lot mnore money
itan the Government would give him.

lHon. P. COLLIER. Last year anl amount
was paid to the widow of the late Mr. F.
D). North. Under what circnmnstanees was
it Paid ?

The PREMITER : That would be an
amiount due for the balance of leave when
Mr. North died, le was entitledi to long
leave.

Hon. P. Collier: ie had six mnonths long
service leave.

The PRE-MIER: lIe died before the long
service lpave expired.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Government Savings Bank £32,864.
Mr. ANXGELO: On two or three occasions

I have pointed out the disadvantage of
having chartered banks as agents for the
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Government Savings Bank. The chartered
bankhs acting in tbat capacity wvould not
put forth their beat energies to get business
for the Savings Bank. At one place the
manager of a bank approached a depositor
who had something like £000 in the Savings
Bank, and pointed out that it would be to
his advantage to place the money on uixed
deposit with his bank for 24 months and
receive 5 per cent. instead of 3% per cent-
from the Government.

Hon. W,. C. Aangwin: Ite could have got
it from the Government onl Treasury bonds.

The Premier: There may be one ease of
that sort.

Mr. ANGELO: T am certain there arc
other eases. The chartered banks look for
their own business, and the business of the
Savings Bank must be a secondary con-
sideration.

The Premier: Would you have uts give
the Savings Baqnk's4 agencies to country
storeke epers?

'Mr. ANGELO: In mnany cases they would
be better agents thant the chartered baniks.
If the manager of the Savings Bank were
to appoint better agents, the business would
increase.

Mr. Mann: I heard the Under Treasurer
give edence on the Lesehen case. Ho
found fault with the late manager, because
lie had given agencies to country store-
keepers.

Mr. ANGELO: In Caruarvon, at the tune
when there was a large unmber of men
employed on the macat works, the chartered
bank that was the agent for the Govern-
macat Savings. flank would not open on Fri-
day night to acepti deposits. The om-
nmonwealth Savings Banik seized the oppor7-
tunity, and got in deposits at the rate of
something like £6,000 a week, In that way
we lost a lot of business.

Mr. Mann: We have lost many avenues
of business.

Mr. ANGELO: It is not a good thing to
appoint as agents people who are doing the
sare class of business.

Mr, Davies: Tme chartered bank agents
at Midland Junction. used to open on
Friday night.

Mr. ANGELO: The manager of the State
'Savings Banik might look into this matter.

3tr. 0 'Loghlen: Would] you supply him
with the naumes of suitable agents that you
know of?

11!r. ANGELO: I would readily agree to
do that. W%%e arc being exploited by the
Comimonwealthr Savings flank, and do net
want to be exploited also, by our agents.

Mr. "YARSH&LL: I am surprised at thek
attitude of the member for Gascoyne, who 1
ant afraid will be called over the coals by the
Associated flanks when lie leaves this Cham-
ber.

Mr. Angelo: I do not follow you, but 1
Suppose you -ire right.

'Mr. MARSHALL: Only a few days ago
the memnber for Gascoyne urged us not to in-

terfere with private enterprise in banking. Of
recent years the State Government have
undertaken the transfer of Savings Bank
agencies on the 'Murcbison from the Asso-
ciated Banks to clerks of courts.

Thre PREMNIER: 'ndoubtedly our Savings
Rank is at a disadvantage through the loss of
the post offices as agencies. Still, there are
very few managers of baniks who, acting as
agents for other institutions, w-ould say to a

n coming to them for the purpose of mak-
ing a deposit in one of those othier institutions,
''Oh, deposit your money, with us."

Mr. Angelo: I know of an authentic ease.
Tlit PREMIER: Wherever we can use

State puhlie servants. as agents for the State
Savinigs flank, we do so.

Mfr. LAMIBERT: This institution calls for
a clear and close review. It is indeed regret-
table that we have lost the post offices as
agencies. Possibly a greater degree of econ-
orny would be attained if it were possible to
bring threm institutions uinder i'ne head. Aus-
tralian banking is largely overdone. It is
not easy to determine the extent to which we
can promote State interests while working iii
with the Commonwealth Government; but we
ean exploit other agencies through which we
can secure the control of a larger portion of
our people's available cash. I agree with the
membher for Gascoyne that these agencies
should not be placed in the honds of the As-
sociated Banks. It has been Sugg 'V.ted iblat
the Premier iq negotiating with the Federal
Governmnent to take control of our State Say-
ilwns Batank,

The Premier: When there it, anything to
tell, I will tell you.

Mr, LAMUBERT: It Would be interesting
for the Committee to know. There can be no
negotiations which should not be disclosed to
this Committee.

The Premier: There are no nltegotiations go-
ing on now. I told the House long ago that
immediately there was anything to communi-
cate I would inform hion. members. How-
ever, I do not want the public to get it into
their mninds. that negotiations are going on.

Mr. LAMBERT: I would like to see the
State Savings Bank stabliied. In any reason-
able sited town wre should have a branch of
the State Savings Banik, with a manager. The
people of this State are sufficiently patriotic
to patronise their own bank. While the ac-
tivities of the bank are circumvseribed as at
present, we shall not get the funds that we
should for the development of the State. In
outback districts the State Savings Bank is
often represented merely by a metal plate
bearing the word ''State Savings Bank.'' We
can only garner in time available capital of the
country by establishing branches of the State
Savings Bank wherever there is scope for
them. The financial stringeney of this State
is dlire to the fact of almost every monetary
agency being handed over to the other fel-
low. The Associated Banks figuring in St.
George's Terrace are far too Many for so
small a community as this.
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IMr. Davies: Do you think we ought to
have two savings banks here-Commonwealth
-and State?

Mr. LAMIBERT: That is a question of po-
licy. We should not hand over to the Com-
monwealth one vestige of power that it is pos-
sible for us to retain and properly control,
There are too niany middlemen in this State
battening on the people. There are 42 in-
surance companies, besides trustee companies
and other institutions. garnvring in tine sur-
pins cash of the people. Tine attitude of
those enterprises is, ''If we think it worth
while to lend money to you, we wvill do so;
and if we do not think it worth while, wvell,
be damtned to you!'' A.ll those comkpanies are
performing functions which should be the
business of one single authority.

The Premier: YOU cannot litre too many
financial houses if you want money.

Mr. LAINIBERT: One can have too many
people performing the one function.

Mr. Davies: That applies in every walk of
life.

Mr. LAMBERT.- There is no analogy be-
tween the butcher aid the baker, on tine one
hand, and, on the other, the man who has
thle right to garner in the svrplus cash of
thne people. WVhen the Government want cash
for development, they go to that other fellow
and say, " Will you lend us money at 51h per
cent.?'' Where Ore thd insurance companies
operating in this State lending their money!
What is the limit to which the Associated
Banks nrc prepared to lend in Western Aus-
tralia? Half our agriculturalists would be
bankruiut if they had to depend on the As-
vociated Banks.

Mr. Angelo: You wilt find that the ad-
vances of the banks here are greater Than
their depesits.

M-r. LAMBERT: This multiplicity of
agencies is aJbad thing for the State. T be-
I-eve that if we showed energy in our savings
bank business, establishing a bran1ch in every
small town of the State, thle Federal Glovern-
ment would say, "We will give you control
over the finaincial affairs of your State."
Otherwise the Federal Government will. eon-
tinne to think, ''Sooner or later we will take
over the State Savings Bank of Western Aus-
tralia. ''

Mr. A. TholMson: How can the State Sav-
ings Bank possibly compete with the -post
officeF-? Whena we open a branes, we have to
pay full salaries.

',fr. LAMBEJRT: The thing is either worth
doing wvell or worth letting alone.

Mfr. A- Thomson: 0Or margin of profit
would not he sufficient.

I-f r. LsAMBERT: The marain of profit
would he sufficient if the Government made-
the State Savinzs ]Bank more elastic, if the
usefulneR4 of the Bank were increased. T'n-
der sub-l euoilitions a deal mighit be made
with t .e Commonwealth, but never while our
present sleepy attitude in regard to banking
continuesq. A continuance of our prenent
policy will, in my opinion, mean that the State
Savings Bank w~iti ev-entually he handed over

to the Commonwealth, We have 'State civil
servants all over Western Australia, and if
they were properly organised in this conace-
lion otir bank would be a very serious corn-
r-etitor to the Commonwealth Bank and the
Federal Savings Bank. I hope the Premier,
who is an old banker, will realise the necessity
for controlling all the finances possible and
that hie will regard the discussion as a stimu-
lns to encourage the State Savings Bank
business,

Mr. PICKERING: I commend the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) for drawing
attention to this question. It is evident that
the State Sa'ings Bank authorities do not do
all that is necessary to advertise their bus-
iness. The argument used by the member
for Gascoyne (Mfr. Angelo) regarding the
non-utilisation of the Associated Banks wvas
aso pertinent. It should be possible for

ninny Governmeut officers to act in the rap-
acity of managers of local branches of the
Savings Bank without adding very consid-
erably to -he east of that institution. Wher-
ever there are police stations or schools, or
other branches of the Government service, it
should be possible for someone to take charge
of the banking business in the locality. If
something wvere dione in that direction it
would have a good effect on the operation.,
of the Savings Bank. The present system
of a erely having an enamel plate affixed to
a building indic-ating that Savings Dank bus-
iness can be transaceted there should be doe-
parted from, and more up to date methods
of advertising the business adopted. When
attending a picture show recently, I was much
struck by an advertisement thrown on the
screen in the interests of the Commonwealth
Bank. Tliere was a picture of the head office
Of that inlstitution, whi(I was raised so as to
disclose a small deposit. The picture of the
h!ank was lowered again and when it was
raised it was seen that the deposit had
grown. This was repeated a number of times
and showed that at the end of 20 years a
huge sum had alCUniulated as the result of
tine small investment originally made, Such
ain advertisement carries u-eight with people
and it is only right, when we find the Corn-
ionwealthi entering into so ninny avenues

whic.h we consider should be reserved for the
State, that we shonld take every step to secure
our own ends, thus making the State banking
institution n-ore po3pular. I have never been
in symnpathy with the suggestion that our
Savings Bank should be handed over to the
Commonwealth. I have always resented any
infringement of the State's funetions by the
Federal authorities and I trust the Premier
will take into consideration the suggestions
hy bon. members in connection with this vote.
When tile Premier last spoke on this matter
it u-as in adivocacy of hading over this in-
stitution to the Comnmonwealth. I hope. in the
light Of recent developments, and inquiries that
have been made, the Premier will realise the
necefssity for popularising the State institu-
tion. According to the Estimates, we pay
away snmetlning like £32,864 in connection
with the bank and we should have a better
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return for that money than we are getting.
The suggestion of the member for Coolgardie
that branches should be estnblished in every
part of the State should be seriously consid-
ered by the Treasurer. Before the vote is
agreed to, I hope he will be prepared to give
the Cowmittee his ideas on the matter.

The Premier: We are in favour of doing
more business.

Mr. PICKERING: Well, it is interesting
to know that.

The Premier: It is far more interesting to
hear from you because you know all about it.

Mr. PICKERING: My remnnrks have been
made with the object of securing some infer-
mation as to the position of the State's bank-
ing institution.

The Premier: What do you w~ant to know?
MNr. PICKERING: What are your inten-

tions regarding the State Savings Bank?
Ron, P. Collier: Are they honourable, for

instance?
The Premier: I wrant more money.
ion. P. Collier: The discussion is like that

of a prospectiv-e father-in-law cross-examain-
ing a would-be son-in-law regarding his fin-
anc-ial position.

Mr. PICKERING: This is a serious mat-
ter aind should not be treated with levity.

Hon. P. Collier: That is quite correct,
but for goodness sake do smile sometimes.

Mr. Lambert: The Commonwealth bank-
inag business has made great progress within
a very short period.

Mr. PICKCERING; Quite so. I hope the
Premtier will not treat this as a joke.
There is no necessity for the two savings
banks, Thje business under that heading
should be in the hands of the State and
should not be interfered with by the Com-
monwealth Bank.

Mr. DAVIES: I wish to suggest one way
of popularising the State Savings Bank.
I refer to the cheques issued in connection
with that institution. In the past I have
done a considerable amount of business and
I know that the cheques of the institution
are looked upon with more or less suspicion
by the chartered and Commonwealth banks.
W% hy that should be I am at a loss to under-
stand. Recently I have not had much to
do with savings hank cheques. Most of the
friendly societies and many trade unions in
Western Australia invest their funds in the
State Sav-ings Rank, drawing interest on
their current accounts. These people can
draw cheques on their current account and
while they are accepted as deposits in the
Commnonwealth Bank, the chartered banks
used to charge exchange even though they
were metropolitan cheques. It is customary
to charge exchange on country cheques bet
I did not know till then that it was done
in connection with these metropolitan
cheques. I do not know whether that
practice is being followed to-day. I would
like the Premier to make inquiries into
that matter and ascertain why the Corn-
inwenlth and chartered banks cannot give
the same recognition to cheques from the

Government Savings Bank as is extended
to the cheques of other banking institu-
tions. Perhaps hon. members do not realise
the great difficulties confronting the man-
agement of the State Savings Bank. There
should not be two such institutions here for
there is not the business for two to be done.
It is not possible for the State Government,
unless they erect their own premises in
Country towns, to compete on terms of
equality with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, who have the benefit of the use of
post office buildings for their banking
operations. An improvement has been
effected at Midland Junction, where the
clerk of courts is now acting as manager of
the local bank and accepts deposits. I hope
that systemn will be extended throughout
the State wherever there are clerks of
courts.

Hion. WV. C. Angwin: In Victoria commis-
sioners have been appointed as a trust to
deal with the matter.

Mr. DAVIES: In almost every town in
Victoria which is of moderate size savings
bank premises have been erected. in the
area from Guildford to Perth there is only
one clerk of courts. It would not be
practicable for the State to erect banks at
each intervening suburb but the system of
asking storekeepers, or people in similar
positions, to take charge of the savings
bunk operations in their localities is not cal-
culated to popularise the business. I am
satisfi ed that the Government are fully
seized of the necessity for extending the
operations of the hank and that everything
possible to achieve that end will be done.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the cheques for the
State Savings Bank wore printed in a more
attractive form, that would tend Lu encour-
age the use of them.

The Premier : The funds are the best
criterion.

Mr. McCALLUM: They are not, because
there are many people who will not take
these cheques. As a consequence, trades
union secretaries have to cash the cheques
before they can do the business with these
persons. The Commonwealth Bank has a
rather attractive looking cheque that is
nccepted by other banks. I think the objec-
tion is nmninly on account of the appearance
of the cheque, because the money of the
State is behind it. I do not agree that the
advantage in favour .of the Commonwealth
Bank arises from the fact that the post
offices are available for the Comnmonwealth.
The fact is plain that the Commonwealth
Bank has made more headway than the
State bank, but the explanation is more
likely to be found in the fact that the Corn-
mnonweaith is eng-aged in general banking
business.

Mr. A. Thomson: The use of the post
offices assists the Commonwealth.

Mr. VcCALLUM: I admit that that
helps the Commonwealth, but if the State
Government would consider a proposal to
either amalgamate the business of the Agri-
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cultural Bank with the State Savings
Bank, and adopt the principle of a general
State banking institution, they would find
it world work with considerable advantage
to Western Australia. There are no con-
stitutional difficulties in the way, and why
should we not have the advantage of a
banking system such as we see in New
South Wales! There the Government have
adopited the rural banking system, which
does the whole of the business for the
farming community. So successful have the
operations been during tine past few years
that the aunthorities have purchased an
enormous block of land in Sydney in order
to erect a palatial building in which to
carry on their business. The Agricultural
Bank, having financed the farmer, and lent
mnoney on securities that no other financial
institution would accept, places the man in
a good sound position and at a stage when
his account would be of sonic value to a
bank, lie is told that he must take his
business to a private bank as the Agri-
cultural Bank will not do business with him
any furthner. Under existing conditioaa the
Agricultural Bank is really the vestibule
of the private baniks. The Agricultural
Bank has established the farmer and made
his account worth having. When he reaches
that stage and his securities are substantial,
the private banking institutions reap the
benefit of what could easily be utilised by
the State. If the Government adopted the
suggestion to amalgamate thme Savings Rank
and Agricultural Bank, so as to engage in
general banking operations, the money
would ho available for the development of
Western Australia. I hope the Government
will make inquiries to see how the scheme
has operated in New South Wales and
ascertain whether it would not be worth
while going in for the same thing in this
State.

"Mr. ANGELO:- WhVy uwas the revenue last
year only £10,000 as against an estimated
reve-nue of £2,1,000, showing a shrinkage of
55 per cent.?

The PREMIER: The nuoiley fromt the Sav-
ings Bank has been invested and the earnings
were less.

Mr. Angelo: Was it all lent to te Govern-
mnent?

The PREMIER: Yes, practically.
Mr. Angelo:- Then it is nmerely a ease of

going out of 'me pocket into the other.
The PREMIER: Yes, our business is a

very expensive one. I cannot accept the gen-
eral bauhing proposal as suggested by the
member for South Fremnantle, buf I would
refer him to the general banking figures.

Mr. MeCallum: Why shnould not you, in-
stead of the other people, get the profit'

Thme PREMIER: T do not know that there
is such a big profit in the business. The hion.
membher sees profit in everything.

Mr. MeCallum: The hankers see the profit.
The PREMIIER: We are not discussing

private banking. The question before us is
the Government Savings Bank.

Item, Manager Boulder branch, £E345:

Mr. LCTPZY: This item shows a reduction
of £E4. What is the explanation of it?

The Premier: There was a change of man-
ager and that doubtless accounts for the dif,
ference.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote, Government Stores, £16,990-agreed
to.

Vote, Taxation, £12,993:

Hon. W. C. ANOWIX: Seeing that the
Premier has given notice of his intention
to bring down a taxation Bill, f do not
wish to forestall discussion, but is it
intended to make provision to carry out
the wishes of Parliament expressed last year
thast reasonable travelling expenses be allowed
t.o persons going to and front their employ-
incint. Both Houses agreed to this Inst yeai
and the intention of Parliament wras very
clear, hut I understand that a ruling has been
given booth ways. I hope the Premier will
make it clear that travelling- expenses must
be provided for.

The Premier: I will imake a note of it.

Vote put and passed.
Vote, WIorkers' Homes Board, £9,291:
Mr. DAVIES: I should like a declaration

.front the Premier as to tine intention of the
Government this year regarding workers'
hiomes. Arc they going to have a general
policy to build homes in the metropolitan
area or do they intend to continue as during
the last 12 nwontlns? The position has beer
very unsatisfactory in at least one ease. A
inian who has been in the employ of the Gov.
erment for many years applied for a work.
er's home. lie had a wife and six ehildiren
living in a hovell and, owing to the scareitj
of houses, was unable to find a decent plact
to lire in. This is a, discreditable state of
aff airs.

The Premier: Because of one case!

Mr. DAVIES: MIembers should know th(
position. This mnan's application was turneri
down by tihe acting Premier, who said il
would be filed and would receive due conisid
oration. I was informned that operations hat
ceased in the metropolitan area, but this re
jected applicant told rue that ai worker 'i
home was being built fin his own district. I
called for thre file and discovered that a honu
was being erected for a single wuan. It ih
true hie was about to be married. I fount
on the file words to this effect, "I know thi!
mian has iheen put to considerable trouble re
garding his application and for that reason
I re-ommenrl that the loan be granted.'' I
dlo not blame the Premier or the chairman ol
the hoard, hut somneone is to blame.

M.%r. A. Thomson: 'Why was tine other mat
turned down?

1%1r. DAVVIES: Because it was not ti
policy to build homes in the Metropolitar
area.

Hon. P. Collier: How long since?
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Mr. DAVIES: That occurred recently.
Accordiug to the return tabled in the House
38 homes were built in the metropolitan area
during the last 12 months.

Hon. P. Collier: What ore the exceptional
circumstances under which the 38 were built?

'Mr. DAVIES: Here is one ease in which
a single man was g ranted the full amount
of £.5.50. The Premier should ascertain why
this was granted.

The Premier interjected.
Mr. DAVIES: This is not a tits-pot affair.
The Premier: 1 (10 not know anything

ab out the ease.
.Mr. DAVIES: I h~ope members will see that

.justice is done. I would not have mentioned
this ease here had I been able to make any
headway with the department.

21r. A. Thomson: Was it because the
.amount required exceeded £550?

Mr. DAVrIES: No. It loes not matter
what the house may cost, the Workers' Homes
Board will not advance more than £,550.

Mr: A. Thomson: Perhaps lie had not sufli-
cient capital to provide the necessary security.

Mr. DAVIES: The objection was not oil
that score. It wats simply that it was not the
policy of the Workers' Homes Board at this
dun' tire to build the place. The price of the
horse did not affect the position. While that
application "-as being turned down, the other
was being granted. The Premier has now
promised me that lie will inquire into this
imatter. No officer of the department ought
to hare more influence thain has a member of
Parliament; yet such an officer can minute a,
file to the effect that an application ought to
be granted, and straightaway the application
is granted.

Mr. fecCALLUM: I should like the Pre-
mier to tell us whether the Government have
any idea of utteriiig their policy in respect
to the building of wvorkers' homes in the
metropolitan area. There is a very great
shortage of houses here and in many instances
two or three families are living in the one
home. Private enterprise is making but vecry
little attemipt to meet the situation. There is
urgent neced for a considerable number of new
houses in the metropolitan area. Can the
workers look to the Government for any re-
lief? Horse rents are higher than they have
ever been, the la,,dlords having taken full
advantage of the demand. A house which a
few years ago was tented for l2s. 6id. now
costs 2.5s. weekly,, which is altogether too much
to exie ~t a working ian to pay.

Mr. A. Thomson: What is your remedy?
Mr. NMcCATLUT.Nf: Tiat the Government,

through the Wokes Homes Board, make
inquiries in otlr countries to learn whether
,any new invention for cheaper houses has
been develop~ed. If we continue as we are
going, it will be impossible for the working
man to ever secure a home of his own. Howv
can an ordinary working man pay £60 or £70
per annun in interest alone, and in addition
rates and taxes and upkeep? One cannot get
a five-roomed house at much under £1,000. In
1014 I got the price of £670 for the building
of a house. A few months ago, on precisely

the same plans and specifications% I got an-
other price. This time it was £1,400.

Mr. A. Thomson: At present prices you
cannot expect people to build houses to let,
either.

21r. McCALLUM: We require some cheaper
means of construction. I do not know
whether the Governient have any information
as to the advance made in other parts of the
world with Edison's patent. The Workers'
Homes Board should be in touch with what is
happening throughout the world.

Mr. Pickering: Labour is a very big item
in building:.

Mr. McCALLUM: No, not in proportion to
nmaterial. Irominnngery, timber, bricks and
cement have all gone up) tremendously.

Mr. Pickering: Our own joinery is cheaper
than the infurled stuff.

Mr. MceCAILUM: Practically all the join-
ery isMd is local. I should like to know from
the Premier whether the workers can look to
the Government for relief in this direction,
whether there is any possibility of enlarging
the policy of bnilding workers'0 homes in the
metropolitan areaq

'The PREIER: I do not know just what
the Workers' Homes Board have done in this
respect, but of course they keep in touch with
everythiig going on elsewhepre. Building
prices to-day are enormous in the city and in
country towns alike.

Mr. A. Thomson: Building is cheaper in
country districts than in the city.

The PREMIER: No, that is not so.
,\r. Pickering: Take the price of bricks

at Katanning as against at Pertii.
The PREMI ER: A main on £4 per wreek

will cheerfully pay for a house at £550.
Mr. Willeock: It means a quarter of his

wages.
The PREMIER: More, because he is not

alwvays in work. We have endeavoured to
build houses in the country, but, unfortun-
ately, 'ye cannot get people in the country to
take a sufficient numiber of them, and so we
have had to build some in Perth. I hope we
shall be able to build again in Perth as a
matter of policy. To-day a great deal of
money is being spent in Perth on war service
homes. The people in the country are not
making anplications for homes. Those that
are now- being built are being put up at a.
more reasonable price. I doubt if we could
build any more brick houses in Perth with
the Inbour that is available. I do not know
the circumstances surrounding the home given
to the signalman who has been mentioned. We
have a little money at our disposal, and have
helped very deserviag cases in the metropoli-
tanl area. Only to-day I authorised the build-
ing of a home for the son of a widow who has
a number of children.

Mr. 'McCallum: Is all the money that is
available being used for workers' homes?

The PREMIER: Yes. It is cheap money and
we are lending it cheaply. It is the cheapest
money that is being lent to-day. We can
(10 no more than we are doing.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote-Mieellancons services, £81,066.
Item:- South African relief fund, E135:
Air. LUTEY: Will the 'Minister kindly ex-

plain this itemt
The PREMIER: There are two or throe

veterans who are getting a smiall pension.
For years we have been paying these small
amounts, although it is the retponsibility of
the Commonwealth.

Item, Parks, Recreation grounds, ce.-
Grant for maintenance and improvements-
King's Park Board, £2,400; ether grounds,

Mr. LUTEY: The sumn of £:400 is very
small to cover all the other parks in the
State outside King's Park. Is this all that
is allowed?

The Premier: Ycet
Mr. PICKERING: The distribution of tlis

money is unjust. I have app~lied to the Treas-
urer for a, small amount to assist in complet-
ing a recreation ground at Ne\wtown.

The Minister for Agriculture: Only one
ground?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, The local peo-
pie have collected a good dleal of rndacy and
Marve effected a great many improvements. A
sumt of £10 or £20 is required to complete
the work. We are told that no money is
available, and yet the Government can oh-
iocate £2,400 for King's Park.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: When did you ark for
the money?

Mr. PICKERING: In plenty of time for it
to be included on these Estimates. When I1
receive a. definite reply frein the Premier that
no toads are available for this purpose L
naturally understand that nothing will 1w
given. The Country people arc right in pro-
testing against the parsimony of the Premier.
I desire to enter a protest against the distri-
bution of this fund. I feel inclined to move
that the itenm be reduced by El.

The PREMIER: King's Park has al-
ways beea a charge upon the State, hut 1
agree that it ought to be a charge against
the people of Perth. It is, howvever, a national
park and I am sure members would not like to
see it go back. I have refused numerous re-
quests for grants from the eobaitry, but I
hare granted more requests than I have re-
fured.

Mr. Latham: Not from this vote.
The PREMIER: We cannot make & park

at ]Bruce Bock like Ring's Park.
Mr. Latham: You have not given a pound

towards one.
The PREMIER: We built Bruce Rock.
Mr. LJATHAM: I, too, protest against the

allocation of this amount. The Premier does
not give proper consideration to these mat-
ters. At a, time when we are short of money
the Treasurer should curtail these grants. If
the moiney is given it should be equally di-
vided between the rarious parks in the State-
The people of Perth should maintain -King's
Park. Recently I saw a beautiful park in
Kalgoorlie, but I see no grant here for it.

Hon. W,. C. Aagwin: The King's Park
belongs to the State, not to the city of
Perth.

I r, LATHA3I:1 But the King's Park
is here in Perth. The York municipality, ha&%--
lug no power to purchase land for the pur-
pose of a park, applied to the Treasury for a
small grant of £90, and received the invari-
able reply, of which we arc sick, "No mioney
available.)"

Hon.1 W. CL Angwin: A municipality can
raise a loan for that purpose uinder the Mfuni-
cipal Corporations Act.

Mr. LATHIM: On that point there is
diversity of opinion. The whole of the parks
throughout the State should receive small
gruntF.

I tenm, Imnperial Exhibition, £1,700.

Alr. MfeCALLUM:- What is the Govern-
inict 's policy as to this exhibition? The Pre~ss
informs us thiat a Minister has gone East to
confer with MliuL'ters there regarding w~hat
shall be done by the ;acioas States. - The
cliairmanu of thme Council Of Industrial Devel-
opmient has gone with the "Minister. Prob-
ably we shall find ourselves committed to a
hunge expenditure without Parliament being
consulted.

The Premier: We are not committed to
any expenditure.

Mr. MeCALLUM: According to the High
Commissioner, it is not to to an Empire
Exhibition really, and foreign countries;
goods are to receive preference over those pro-
ducied in Australia.

The Premier: I do not think that is so. The
High Coinmissioner has protested against
that statement, which was made by some per-
son in Englantd.

Ifr. 'MeCALLU-M: At all c-rents, what is
the Government'Is policy?

The PREIER: Our share of the total
cost will be £5,000.

M-Nr. Lambert: That is the first instal-
inent ?

The PREMTIER: That is to provide for
expenditure this year. A good deal of
preliminary work has to be done. We now
have exhibits-of jarrab, for instance-in
England. We shall get value for the ex-
penditure.

Mr. Lambert:- Is the £,5,000 your total
commitment?

The PREMIER: It is expected to be.
Mr. Lambert: Do you think it is aL func-

tion of this State to spend money on an
exhibition like that?

The PREMfIER: Yes.
'Mr. Lambert:. It is not worthi twopence

for us to spend money on. The Common-
wealth should spend the money.

The PREMIER: As we pay, we hare con-
trol of the exhibits in London. The state-
inent -mentioned by the member for South
Fremantle has been denied. Our products
will be duly appreciated.

Mr. 'MeCallum: Was not there a resigna-
tion over the matter?
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The PREMIER: I do not know.
Honl. P. COLLIER: So far as I have

been able to gather from Press cables, the
position is not at all satisfactory. It is
astonishing that there should be occasion
for the High Commissioner and the various
Agents General to make an emphatic pro-
test from the public platform against the
actions and proposals of the committee in
control of the exhibition. I understand
that some of the timber used in the erec-
tion of the necessary buildings has come
from a country outside the bounds of the
Empire.

Mr. A. Thomson: That was only £1,000
worth of timber which could not be
obtained,

lion. P. COLLIER: Even so small an
item of foreign origin seems out of place
in a British Empire Exhibition.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is so. We can
supply everything.

Hon. P. COLLTER: As regards the cater-
ing the committee ia control had decided
that the requirements of the ordinary public
would be supplied from within the Empire,
but that for the comparatively small num-
ber of aristocratic visitors to the exhibition
wines and cigars produced within the Em-
pire wecre too inferior in luality-such
products must not be permitted to turn
sour the stomachs of aristocrats accustomed
to high-class tobacco and vintages. What
a reflection on the products of the British
Empire! I would make those visitors, were
they never so lordly, drink wine produced
within the Empire. The committee merely
say that ''so far as possible'' they will
obtain goods from within the Empire. That
announcement really leaves their hands
quite free. Probably they think it un-
fitting that aristocrats should be aqked to
drink wines from ''those beastly Colonies.''

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is all right re-
garding what they can see and inspect; the
trouble comes in when they are aske d to
drink.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would like to see
some of these gentlemen who want the
superior type of liquor, forced to drink some
of our 4'pinky.

Capt. Carter: Wha~t about sonic of our
North Perth water?9

Hon. P. COLLTER;: Yes, I hope some
exhibits will be sent forward to show the
British people what sort of fluid is supplied
as water to the citizens in the metropolitan
area.

Capt. Carter : The exhibits should be
adorned with the crest of the Minister for
Works.

Ron. P. COLLIER: And, in addition, the
''usual Ministerial explanation'' should be
attached. In this evening's ''Daily News''
I find a cable has been received regarding
the exhibition. It reads:-

A meeting of Agents-General to con-
sider the Empire exhibition decided to
confer with the High Commissioner (Sir
Joseph Cook) in reference to the follow-
ing motion moved by the Agent-General

of Western Australia (Sir James Con-
nolly):-''That a commnittee, consisting
of tile High Commsisioner, Agents-
General, and representatives of the Col-
onial Governments participating in the
exhibition, confer with the executive
council for the lpurpose of making a re-
port and recommendations for the carry-
ing out of the following policy: (1) That
as far as practicable all building materials
used at the exhibition shall be drawn
from the Dominions and Colonies with a
view to demonstrating the opportunities
and prospects offered people for residence,
land settlement, and the establishment of
industries in the Dominions; (2) that in
all contracts for catering and the sale of
products, including wines and cigars,
none but Dominion and Colonial products
be used or sold; (3) that in letting all
catering contracts, first consideration
should be given to the promotion of an
effective permanent selling and catering
organisation within Great Britain, having
for its sole object the promotion, sale,
use, and consumption of Dominions and
Colonial produce; (4) that consideration
of invitations to confer with the execu-
tive of the exhibition contained in the
Duke of Devonshire's letter be deferred
until the report is received.''

It would seenm that the Duke of Devonshire
had written a letter to the Agents General
inviting them to confer on thle point raised
by those gentlemenL during the past week
or two. So seriously did the Agents
General view the matter, that they deferred
consideration of the invitation from the uke
of Devonshire until this question had been
considered. Who are the members of thc
committee who control the exhibition? Have
the Governments of the various States and
the Dominions any voice in the control.

The Frontier: Yes, we have sonic say in the
matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would appear that
njone of the States or Dominions have repro-
scntation onl the committee which is in sole
control of the exhibition. If that were not
so, it would never have gone forth to the
w~orld that it was impossible to produce
within the Empire the goods necessary for
consumption in connection with the exhibition.
The position has been such that the Agents
General have had to make an emphatic
protest. Our own Agent General made
a strong protest because timber from
Western Australia was not employed in
contnection with construction work, and now
we have thle same complaint regarding articles
for consumption. I (10 not think Parliament
would be justified in passing this vote blindly.
We should not agree to a"l expenditure of
£5,000 or more and leave the whole thing to
those who arc running the exhibition. Ap-
parently we should not be content to leave
tile sole control in the hands of the committee
who have managed things so far. The Press,
reports show that the position is most un-
satisfactory.
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The Premier: Probably thle papers have
ntiade far more of the matter than the facts
would justify.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Probably Whe Premier
has received soin cables front the Agent-
General.

The Premier: I have not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is clear that our

owvn Agent General bas. taken an active part
in tho protests that have been made.

Mr. Teesdale: Wine, cigars and timiber
barve been mentioned!I A lot of the Agents
General make a song about these things for
their own glorification.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the member for
Roebourne say thant the wines and cigars to
be used should be from some foreign country?

Mr. A. Thiomson: It will not be ant Imi-
perial. exhibition if they do that sort of thing.

lHon. P. COLLIESR: That is the point.
'Mr. 'MeCalluin: They should stock thle res-

taurants with goods drawn fronm different
parts. of the Empire.

li-on. P. COLLIER: It wonid appear that
these gentlemen who are controlling the ex-
hihition eonsid-r that superior wine cannot be
producer] within the British Empire.

Mr. Teesdale, As to wine, that would refer
to champagne, and we do not sho* up too
well in chainpagnes,

Hon. P. COLLIER: What wre produce
should be quite good enough for thema.

lion. WV. C, Angwin: The reference to
wines and cigars was only raised after Me-
Donald resigned.

lion. P. COLLIER: It would appear as
though this was an afterthought.

Mr. MeCalltim: There is the question of
preserved fruits being used as well.

Hon. It. COLLIER;- When McDonald re-
signed and sonic explanation had to be made.
thle committee said it was only a question of
the wines and cigars that would be used. I
do not think we should participate in the ex-
hibition if our wines and cigars are not good
enough for these people.

The Premier: You will not find Western
Australian wines on the table in Parliament
House.

Hon. P. COLLIR: I amt referring to
Australian wines, not necessarily the Western
Australian article. We are asked to take
part in an Empire exhibitiop andI that should
estitla us to say that thle goods used in con-
nection with the exhibition should all come
from within the Empire. 'Manly of the things
affecter] will not he rrorlueed in Western
Australia, but we should see that everything
used comics from one or other of the parts of
tile British Empire. T doubt very much if
the State's expenditure will stop-at t5,000.
We are committed to an expenditure on a
popiulation basis and the amount or £5-,000 is
purely an estimate. If the total evPcnditure
for Australia. exceeds the estimate, we shall
have to pay something extra an a ponulation
basis. There will be considerable exoienditure
within the State before the exhibition isq held.
We have to run till 1924 and we nowv have a
central committee formed in 'Melbourne, con-

sisting of M.Nini4ters front each State Govern-
init. Further, we have a apecia1 committee
appointed for the State in Pvrth.

lion, WV. C ' Angwin : Who are the iti-mnhers
of the State commaitteeI

The Premier:. Thiat comnittee has not yet
been formed.

Hon, P. (hILL IFR: I wvant thle Premier to
understand that T object to tile same men
acting onl very hoard and every commnittee
funned1 inl WNestern Australia. suirely all the
brains andl intellect are not confinedl to a
little social circle ini the vity. Surely there
are others, hesirles that tonal I band wve see
11p11oin ted oil every ('ommittee and boardA.
Take any committee we like sucth as the Coun-
ril of lilustrial Development on the Empire
('onnu11itteeQ aL~d we finid the general eonlnttity'
.ntd large inter-ests ignored. I protest that
no one associated with the mtovement repre-
sented by this side of the House is consid-
ered good enough to take a seat ont atty of
these committees, W~e ore ignofred every tio.
A few it cit sitting in offices in St. George's
terrace d10 not comprise all the brains of thme
commuitnitv. .1 ocging by the actions of the
Government, we are so short of in of cap-
acity that we niust apioint members of thme
Council of Indostrial Developtment to the Rot-
jtire Committee as well. Incidentally there
are many free trips offering to members of
such coinnittees, the expense of which will
inn into Z.5,000 or more. Already the 'Mini-
later for 'Mines has gone to 'Melbourne, and
this in tlte busy portion of tlte session wh-len
Estimiates and( Bills affecting his department
are awaitiitg consideraltion. iteit he re-
turns we shall probably lie asked to sit all
nlight and on additional days, merely to meet
the coni-enienee of the 'Minister, who finds it
agreeable to be in Melhotrne during the first
week of November.

Air. MerCallum: For the Cap.
lion. P. COLLIER: The Chairmnan of the

local cottimittee, Mr. Nathan, has also gone
to Melbourne.

The Premier: I do not think he has gone
at tlte expeuse of tlte State.

lin. P. COLLIER: He has gone as a re-
presentative of thme State. He is chairman of
tlte State Commtittee.

The Premier: N~o committe has yet been
formed.

lieun. P. COLLIER:- I rend in the Press that
n committee had been forived and that 'Mr.
Nathan was chairman of the commtittee.

Mr. Te'sulale: Appoiitted by the exhibitors?
lion. P. COLLIER: 'No, appointed by the

(10orerli macnt.
The Premnier: 'Not l'y the Government.
lion. AV. C. Angwvin: Some of them are

gcttina a I lcz in beforehiand.
lion. P. COLTlER: Now could he he ap-

Ioimit 41 1 y the exhibitors?
Th- P'rn'ier: I aum sorry the exhlibition is

eflitr to le held. I know the people in LCn-
di-i' 11ali sure they will rio the right

thing. What has been done is probably the
work o-f -onte nnderstrapper.

itm. P "OiLIER: There is no need for
the aprrn-fntent of local conmittpes who will
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find business in Melbourne every two or three
months, particularly at those seasons when it
is agreeable to be in Melbourne. The Min-
ister for Mines is attending a nmeeting of the
central committee in Melbourne, aind is hang-
ing lip the business of the House as well as
of his Department.

'Mr. A. THOMWSON: I move-
That progress be reported.

M otion niegatived.
The PREMIER: A good many things are

boutnd to go wrong in connection with the ex-
lhihition. We wvant to use the exhibition for
Empire products, but I do not think we
should be too critical regarding what is done.
If wre go into our own bar, we shall not find
any Western Australin wine.

Hon. P. Collier: But there is Australian
wvine.

The PREMIER: Western Australian wine
is evidently not good enough nd so we take
Victorian. I appreciate what the Leader of
the Opposition has said, and I eater mny pro-
test against the methods being ndopted in
England, as indicoed in the Press cablegrams.
W~e want to be suitably icprcsented, but we
cannot expect everything to work smoothly.
]In the end I am sure the exhibition wvill caine
Gilt well. We needliave no fear that those
responsible will muddle through somehow.

Mr. MfeCallum: Who is going to control the
work here? You say a commnittee has not
been appointed.

The PREMIER: The Government will coni-
troll it with the help of the committee. The
various industries will be represented an the
committee. This is nll that will happen here.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not think we need
concern ourselves with rhe wine-guzzling
patriots who consider British wine not good
enough to tickle their palates. What I amn
concerned about is that the expense of the
e~xhibition should be borne by the Federal and
-not by the State Government.L I ana not
aware that we have much to sell that wre
could not dispose of without an exhibition.
We have our wheat and wool which arc
greatly in demnand. The exhibition authorities
are buying timlber elsewhere to huild the var-
ions stalls, etc. The exhibition might be a
good thing for the Eastern States, hilt for its
to find the nioaey would be an unpardonable
waste of public funds. If it is desired to
hold ant Imperial exhibition, the Federal Gov-
ernment should pay the cost. We should not
allow thc financial brigands in the East to
dodge their financint obligations.

Mr. Tcc-dale: All the other States are tak-
ing their I art.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is the obligation of the
other States.

'Mr, Tveadioe: You would be a miserable e-
ception a-d not come up to scratch.

Mr. L.XMBFRT: Surely to God the hon.
nmembher kiaon-s that the Federal Government
have exploited every avenue of taxation
in the ql'nte and acted like so many
Ned Kdllys? Now we are being asked
to provirle f5,000 or £10,000 to send
men to the seat of Empire to exhibit-

what? We have wool, wheat and timber
which we can sell in aay market. Do we
require to spend thousands sending irre-
span sible men like Mr. Nathan to London
to represent ius at an Imperial exhibition?
rf it is necessary to have an imperial ex-
hibition, let the central authority pay f or
it, not this bankrupt State in which every
taxpayer is groaning under taxation, direct
and indirect, which is imposed on him. It
is; scandalous, and I hope members of tbe
Comnnittee will realise their responsibility
and see that we as a Legislature assert our
rights and say to the Federal Government,
"If you want an exhibition, pay for it."

Mr. Lutey: Are the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmnent contributing?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know and I do
not varc. They have never done anything
for Western Australia. This is a legi timiate
expenditure for them. To-day we are main-
taining observatories and a lot of other
obscure services which should be handed
over to the Conuujo iwealth. I am surprised
that the Colonial Treasurer should endorse
this expenditure. He ought to nay, "We
wilt not pay for the exhibition. We have
to meet our obligations to the State, and
when we can balance the State's ledger it
will be time enough to launch out on an
expenditure of this description.'' It is a
seandalotia proposal. Any man who followed
this vourse in his private capacity would be
impeached. I am not taking exception to
what the Treasurer has done, but I hope
that if M1r. Nathan is sent to London, the
Federal Government, not this bankrupt
State, will accept responsibility for the ex-
pienditure. I trust somte member will move
for a reduction in this proposed expendi-
ture and so let us register our sense of
dignity and decency.

Mr. Teesdale - It would be a splendid
ad]vertisement ! Thank God I nobody but
You would cry stinking fish as you have
done0.

Hon, W. C. ANGWJN: I am very much
surprised at the speech delivered by the
hon. member. It appears the boom and
burst policy has gone entirely; the party
has not only busted up, but the policy has
been altered. I am afraid I shall not be
able to claimt for my party the title of "'The
Sensible Party.' If there is going to be an
exhibition for the Empire, Western Aus-
tralia must be in it. We must not allow
our State to be kept in the background.
Still, the Federal Government should do a
great deal more than they are doing. They
have arranged to pay a certain portion of
the expense, and they call on the respective
States to pay the balance. In any case, I
cannot agree with the member for Cool-
garlic (Mr. Lambert) that we are on the
verge of bankruptcy. We have acquired a
pretty hiq overdraft, but that is fashion-
ahle, not only with States but with private
persons as well. I agree with the Leader
of the Oppositiont that we, as a State,
should insist that this exhibition must be
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imperial in its products. It is all very well
to say we cannot supply goods in Western
Australia, in Canada, or in other parts of
the Empire. Ia point of fact we can supply
goods from the Empire equal in all respects
to those from other parts of the world.
The Imperial Exhibition will demonstrate
that.

Mr. Money: Would it not be best to con-
line ourselves to our best goods?

Hion. WV. C. ANGWIN: I do not think it
would be best to have an exhibition show-
ing what the Empire can produce as a
wbole, and then go to France for wines,
thus leading people to believe that we can-
not supply wines equal to those of France,
and so, perhaps, to think that, likewise, we
cannot supply other goods equal to those of
France. Our Agent General is to be eonm-
mended on the attitude he has taken.

lion. P. Collier: He is either right or
wrong. If he be right, we should back
hint; if wrong, we should call him off.

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN : I think lie is
right. No doubt the exhibition committee,
in looking to the catering for patrons, will
collect goods which are most convenient to
obtain. Nobody heard anything of this
until Mr. McDonald resigned on the ground
that they were not providing imperial goods
for the use of patrons of the exhibition.
The committee put up the paltry excuse
that Mr. McDonald was wrong, that they
were dealing only with wines and cigars.
Subsequent reports on the activities of the
Agents General, particularly the Agent
General for Western Australia, prove that
Mr. Mcfonald was right. In confirmation
of this, the committee have varied the
stand they originally took up. Our timbers
are not suitable for all classes of buildings
in exhibitions, but there are in New Zea-
land and in Canada timbers eminently
suited to the purpose. Our timber is too
heavy for temporary exhibition buildings.
Still, there are other purposes connected
with exhibitions for which our timber is
most suitable. It is our duty to back up
our Agent General. We require that the
exhibition should be imiperial, that all the pro-
ducts should be the products of the Empire.
We should not be a party to fraud, or do
anything that will lead to people being mis-
taken in regard to the goods they purchase.
We should see that the exhibition is carried
out in such a way, that every person going
there will find goods that arc produced within
the Empire. I am pleased to hear that the
State committee has not yet been appointed
although I understand that Mr. Nathan has
been appointed to represent Western Austra-
Has in the Eastern States.

The Premier: I understand he has already
gone.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But he is not
representing the State, and has no right to
go there spending the people's money.

The Premier: I do not think he is doing
that.

Hion. W. C. ANOWIN: If he does not
spend it in fares and travelling expenses, be
is taking part in the expenditure of the pee-
pie's money.

lion. P. Collier: He is nothing else than
an extra Minister.

Hon,. W. C. ANOWIN: We may have
something more to say on this question later
on. It does appear that there are only one
or two men in the State in nhomn the Gov-
erment, have any confidence.

Rit. P. Collier: Upon all questions.
lion. W. C. ANOWIN: These men have

power to recommend the expenditure of public
funds.

Hon. P. Collier: To the extent of thousands
of pounds.

lHon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have morn
power titan members of Parliament in that
respect.

The Premier: Not at all.
Don. W. C. ANtiWIN: I hope when the

commnittee is appointed it will comiprise re-
jiresentatives of nil sections of the commnunity.

The Premier: I will see to that.
Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: If an exhibition is

held Western Australia must be in it so that
the world may know what goods we can pro-
duce.

IMr. TEESDALE: I had the pleasure of
acting, ex officio, as the representative of
Western Australia at ain im~portant committee
meeting in the Eastern States connected with
the Tmperial Exhibition. We sat until nearly
12 o'clock, and I heard a good deal of what
was proposed. I feel certain there will be no
difficulty about the interests of Australia be-
ing safeguarded. I heard Major Belcher and
other members talking about it. I have
also followed the matter pretty closely since.
The 'Minister for Customs asked me to re-
pres-ent this State, and I agreed as I wanted
to hear what was going on. The delegates
could not have been wore fair in their deter-
ininatie,, to give Australia every considera-
tion. Their one topic of conversation. was
Australia. The trouble that has been men-
tionwd emianated from one man in the first
Instance, and ,,ot from the committee as a,
body. It wag somec irresponsible individual
who spoke about diffiulties. Some trouble
did occur in connectiou with the caterers.
They refused to put in a tender if they wvere
confined to A ustralian lines. The situation
was a. difficult one. There are only about
three firing in the Old Country in the position
to tender.

Hon. W. C'. Angwin: It is an Empire ex-
hibition.

11r. TEESDALE: I was at the last ex-
lhihition. Ott sonme days the caterers were
called upon to provide food for 100,0f10 peo-
ple. It would be a great pity if Western
Ausitralia were left out of thie exhibition,
when a small State like Tasmania can put up
its mioney. I ask members not to take notice
of the miember for Coolgardie, who is not re-
sponsible for his statements. Fancy suggest-
ing that Western Australia has not enough
money to enable it to be represented at this
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Emnpire exibition. It is a disgraceful admis-
sion on the part of a member representing a
one time important electorate.

Mr. Lamnbert: One time important!
Mr. TEESDALE: He wants us to emulate

the decay of his own town. We refuse to re-
cognise that Coolgardie ever existed, or was
once ant important place. We are going to
maintain our position, despite the fact that
Coolgardie has gone to the wall.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I agree that Western
Australia should be represented at the exhibi-
tion. I hold the opinion, however, that al-
though we have decided to join in, there is no
occasion to rush into needless expenditure.
I believe that eventually this exhibition will
be found to have cost us more for adminis-
tration in this State thtan for actually taking
our part in the undertaking in Great Britain.
The Premier states that so far Mr. Nathan
has not been, appointed to ally position.
Either Mr. Nathan has made an incorrect
statement, or the Premier 's memory is at
fault.

The Premier: The matter has not come
before Cabinet yet.

Hion. P. COLLIER: Then I am at a loss
to understand the statement which appeared
in last Thursday's ''Daily News"-

By to-igh.t's trans express the Minister
for Industries (.%r. J. Scaddan) and the
chairman of the Council of Industrial Dle-
velopmnent (Mr. C. S. Nathan) leave for
Melbourne in order to attend a meeting of
the Empire Exhibition executive. This
morning Mr. Nathan said the object of the
exhibition was to take stock of the re-
sources of the Empire, and to show how
much of what is yet undeveloped or only
partially utilised, can be converted into
wealth, to bring to light the possibilities of
growing more grain and wool, more sugar
and more cotton, more timber and more
fruit, of mining larger quantities of metals,
and adding in every imaginable way to the
production of commodities to meet the
world's needs. It was peculiarly necessary
that Australia should be thoroughly repre-
sented, as an ambitious programme had
been laid down. The Government had
asked him to act as chairman of the State
Committee-
The Premier: Mr. Scaddan may have asked

him.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Nathan says, the

Government.
The Government had asked him to act as
chairman of the State Committee, which
would consist of numerous groups, and the
reason for the visit to Melbourne was to
find out exactly what programme was being
laid down for the Eastern States, so that
Western Australia could move -along on
similar lines.

That newspaper paragraph bears out that
Mr. Nathan knows more about the matter
than the Premier of the State knows. The
Premier is not aware of the fact that Mr.
Nathan has been appointed to act as chair-
man.

Mr. Teedale: Mr. Nathan always is ap-
pointed; so he took it for ranted..

Hr. P. COLLIER: I protest against the
functions of the elected of the people being
set aside by a man who has been elected by
nobody. I have no personal feeling whatever
against 'Mr. Nathan, and I believe him to be
a very able man, who has of late years de-
voted considerable time to the development of
industries. But, that nothwithstanding, I say
it is evidence of the insidiously irresponsible
way in which the government of the country
is being conducted, when we have Mr. Nathan
acting in the capacity of an extra Minister,
%,ben we find bin, having almost the final say
as to whether public funds shall be devoted
to the establishment of industries here. Are
we so bankrupt of men capable of action that
we have to fall back on Mr. Nathan invr-
ablyl He is chairman of the woollen mills,
a private concern, and chairman of the Coun-
cil of Industrial Development, and now he is
appointed chairman of this exhibition earn-
inittee. To-night the Premier himself is
found to ho unaware of Mr. Nathan's latest
ap-pointment. Is not that evidence of the
irresponsible manner in which the Minister
for 'Mines carries oni

The Premier: The committee has not'-been
appointed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But Mr. Nathan says
it has. The Premier was not able to tell us,
an Mr. Nathan was able to tell the "4Daily
News,'' that the committee would consist of
various groups. It is monstrous that mnem-
bers of this Parliament have to be nonenti-
ties as compared with Mr. Nathan. Why
should it be necessary to send two men from
this State to the central committee at Cup
time, drawing expenses and allowvances day
by dlay? Apparently, once a man has been
appointed to such a committee, expense does
not matter at all. If it was necessary for
Mr. 'Nathan to go to Melbourne, why was it
necessary for the Minister f or Mines to go,
or vice versa? The trip merely m'eans a
holiday taken at Melbourne Cup time by two
men at the expense of the taxpayers of this
country.

Mr. Teesdale: In view of the Premier's
statement, Mr. Nathan cannot put in his ex-
penses.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Would anyone expect
him to go there as chairman of the comimittee
and pay his own expenses? Before the ex-
hibition opens in 1924, there will be dozens
of occasions on which the same two men will
find it necessary to attend meetings of the
central committee in Melbourne. If Mr.
Nathan is to exercise the powers of a Minis-
ter, let the Government appoint him an hon-
orary Minister. At present he is elected by
nobody, and is responsible to nobody. Mr.
Nathan is in this, and in that, and in the
other thing. I do not wish to mention it, but
invitations to the Straits Settlement trip last
year were restricted absolutely to one section
of the community. This Parliament consists
of all sections of the community, and mem-
bers on this side of the Chamber represent a
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very important section. When a delegation
is seat oversee to represent the community,
all sections should be included-the goldflelds
as well as the city interests, which latter des-
sire to push their particular businesses. The
cost to the State of that six weeks' trip "as
£5,000 or £6,000, and the delegation com-
prised only one section of the commnunity-a
small section, though influential and though
representing large money interests. I object
to that. It sav-ours either of party politics,
or of ai desire to restrict invitations to the
silvertail section. When we reach the ito,,,
on the Estimates for the Council of Indus-
trial Development, 1 shall endeavour, with
the help of hon. members, to put a stop to
that sort of thing. The Council of Industrial
Development is a good thing, hut an Act
should be introduced defining the powers and
functions of that body, so that Parliament
may have some control over it. It should iot
he a body appointed by one or two Ministers,
a body responsible to no one, a body ignoring
Parliament, doing what it likes, and having
the power to reconmmend the disposal of
tells of thousands of the public funds.
I object to that sort of business and I will
hlave something to soy about it later on. I
hlope the Committee will take a stand and
will say emphatically that we will not hlave
an outride individual acting as a Minister
and exercising these powers. We will not
have this outside individual going to Mel.
bourne and acting on behalf of the State
w-ithout the knowledge of the head of the
Goverunient and M1inisters, and ignoring the
miembers of this House. Why should we be
treated as children? I ohbject to these powers
being handed over to M3r. -Nathan who, we
hear, has beent appointed dm uran of the
comjlmittee in this State . Apiparently lie lim
been appointed by the Minister for Nlines. It
is unthinkable that hie alone would have ap-
pointed Air. Nathan as chairnman. Yet some
Ministers must have done so. The Mlinister for
Mines is responsible for controlling the Coun-
eli of Industrial Development in his capacity
as, Minister for Industries. I object to this
little clique of mn who arc appointed t6 all
these committees. Sometimes those connected
with the Council of industrial Development
may not be above using the, information
gained by their position in connection with
that body' for their own personal and private
business. It is wrong, and the Rouse should
know oniething about it.

The PRE2IER: Mir. Nathan has done
very good work for the State, especially as
Chairman of the Council of Industrial De-
velopinent. It is work of a more or less in-
formal nature "nd he is quite without author-
ity to commit the Government.

'Mr. Lambert: What industry has lie started
in Westerin Australia?

The PREMIER: The council can nalbv
make recommendations to the Government.

Mr. Lamnbert: You should go to some
of the other members and talk to then, about
this question. I i

The PREMI1ER: The lion. menmber 'nay
know somiethting about the question of indus-
tries, but the fact remains that Mr. Nathant
had done very good work. I do aot suppose
hie has dlrawn any money fromr the State on
account of his efforts.

Mr. Lambert: Is lie an importer or a manu-
facturer ? Has lie a brass, plate outside is
ollice to show that lie is interested in British
goods. lie is not even a British importer.

The PREMIER: I do not knaow anything
about that.

M\r. Lambert. You look at the brass plates
outside his place. He is an importer of
goods from foreign countries.

The PREMNIER: It would be almost ant
impossibility to get a perfect man. In any
ease, Mr. Nathan is only in a position to ad-
vise the Gove-rnmecnt. lie cannot possibly do
anything outside that sphere. It is most diffi-
cult to get men sufficiently public spirited to
take Onl Such work without fee or remunera-
tion.

Mir. Lambert: It is not difficult to get a
lia,, who ip. not an importer of rurely foreign
goods.

The PREMLER: The samie thing can be
saiL of others.

Mr. Lambert: You lave some fine old
patriots in this State who would act in ami
honorary capacity.

The PREM[IER: If I were to send a
notice round to the 50 members of this Chai-
lier, Iwould probably get 50 different names
(i persons suitable for this position.

'Mr. Teesdale: We will give you the name
of one we do not went and that is Nathan.

The PREMIIER: I am sorry that this
vote has caused so mnuch discussion. It is not
.a very large amount.

I Ion. P. Collier: But twoe men have gone to
Melhourne in connection with the business! Is
it ncessary that two men should go at the
eountrY 's e~xpense?

The PREMNIER: I did not say that they
had gone at the country' expense.

Hon. P. Collier: But Mr. Nathan's state-
men'it was that he went as Chairman of the
Committee.

The PREMF~I IER: This is thu first I have
heard of thme matter, and that lie had gone.

Rlon. 1P. C'ollier. He said lie had gone
to attend the meeting as Chairman of the
to iiiiittee.

The PRIQlfEAR: T do not know anything
abiout that. I do know, however, that lie has
rendered the State considerable service, and
I doubt if ever lie has gone away at the ex-
peuse of the Government.

Mr. Lanbert: Did he draw anything for
going to the Straits Settlemenits9

[.%r. Angelo took the Chair.]

Air. Teesdale: He presented us with an
elephant.

M 1r. LAMBERT: No\, that was given by the
Minister for Mines. I endorse the spirited
protest raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in connection with this matter. I have
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nothing against Mr. Nathan pinrsonally. Ile
is an honourable gentleman and withlin time
limits of his remarks I agree with the Pre-
mier that hip las done a coinsiderabie amount
of good wvork for Western Australia as Chair-
maim of tine Council of Industrial Develop-
ntent. In thet first place, however, I enter nit

imphatic protest, because I believe the ex-
penditure in volviel] is one that slhould be bornce
byv the F-ederal Government. .. t is stultifying
Piarliament and the Glovernment that i
Nathan is able to make aoscuiti-Ministerial
statement regarding his departure for MIel-
bourne. T symnpathiise with the Premier in that
he was not aware of the fact that Mr. Nathan
had gone to 3f\1elbourne in hih eapacity as
(hairman inf the local Empire Exhibition
Comnmittee. Apparently he got that position
liv virtue of is Cha irinnauship of the Council
of Industrial Development. Whatever uma 'y be
aid of \Jr. Nathani as an Imomourable and sue-
esful business mail, the fact remains that.

we call look at the brass plates outside his
office, and we will see that hie has no agcecis
within thme Empire. As the Leader of the Op-
posit ion inmdicatcd there are men in West-
era Australia quite capable, and whose
synmpathies are all with Western Australia
and Auqtrafhan interests who could be al)-
pointedl to such a position. When a man is
.acting as agent for nmany imported goods,
it is not altogether fitting that he should
express A ustralian or Inperial sentiments
in connection with anl exhibition such as
that under discussion. Of course -Mr.
Nathan was not influenced in his decision
to go to Mielbourne by the fact tb-ir the
,%elbourne Cup was to he run, butl there are
commercial houses in Mielbourne which Mkr.
Nathan might find it convenient to consult
while he is there. American interests are
represented there and( probably it might be
.as well for Mr. Nathan to consult them while
there. As to whether the committee should
tolerate such a position of affairs is another
matter. As the Leader of the Opposition has
indicated, there w-ill be an opportunity later
onl to ascertain whether Parliament is goingr
to tolerate such procedure by having gentle-
mn serving onl a comnmittee of this kind. Our
financial losition is due solely to thme financial
brigands of the East n-Io are exploiting every
avenue of taxation in the State. They are
bleeding the State and, so long as members
remain indifferent, the Federal Government
will routinue to usurp the Stalte's functions
and powers. Members should exhibit a jeal-
oils regard for the autonomous rights of the
State and preserve them until the people de-
cide to vote thiem away. The Premier should
take a firm stand and insist upon the Federal
Government meeting this expense. I do not
think the Prenmier realises what lie is com-
mitting himself to; this is only the initial
item. We could sell twice as much wheat,
wool and timber a- we are producing at pires-
ent and it is not necessary to expend thou-
ands of pounds in advertising those commodi-
ties. The wine-tgnztling patriots will not pay
us one penny more than they would pay to

Germmany or auY other country for the pro-
duce they- require, and it is unnecessary foruis
to dress a shop widow at the scat of Empire.
If n Australian exhibit is considered neces-
sary, let it be provided at the expense of the
blood-sucking Federal authorities, who are
saddling the State with all possible expen-
diture and dodging every constitutional obli-
gation possible and thus running Western
Aunstralia to the verge of bankruptcy.

Mr. M.%eCALLU.%: T am surprised to find1
that the spirited speech of the Leader of the
Opposition has not drawn from the Premier
a pronouncement regarding the constitution
of the local concinittoc. Is the Premier pre-
parned to adopt the suggestion of the member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdiale) and let the
H-ouse appoint the committee?

Tine Premier: We cannot do that.
Mr. MeCALLT'M: Does the Premier Intend

to follow the practice so persistently followed
in the past of giving representation to only
one section of the comnmunity?

The Premier: No, T will promise you that.
Mr-. MCeCALLJM: That assurance is de-

finiite?
The Premier: Absolutely.
Mr. 'MeCALLUM: In the past we ]lave

been ignored. The Premier said the exhibi-
tion would consist of natural products.

The Premier: I said manufactures and raw
materials too.

Mr. McCALLUM: We should see that the
handiwork of the Australian craftsmen finds
a3 place.

The Premier: I said that.
Mr. MfeCALLUhV: Perhaps so, but I didl

not hear thme Premier say it. We want the
skilled artisans who do the wvork to be re-
presented.

The Premier: There will not be a hundred
on the committee.

_.r. 2IeGcALlUM3\: Those who work in the
factories are as much entitled to representa-
tion as thoem who own the factories.-

Holl. P. Collier: The manl whose name has
been mentioned represents foreign goods and
not Australian goods. Surely the men who
represent Australian goods and production
are more entitled to be on the committee than
those who rep~resent foreign production.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: We are entitled to re-
presentation according to the number of mien
engaged in the industries. If the Council
of Industrial Development is to be fully ye-
presentative of the industries, surely the
skilled artisans should be directly represented.
We have been entirely overlooked. This
side of the House has had no say, with the
natural result that interest is lost amongst
those whose interest would be most valu-
able. I am glad to have the definite assur-
ance of the Premier that this side of the
House, or those whose interests we stand
forI will have representation on that com-.
mittee.

Item, Expenses of trade delegation to
Straits Settlement-210:

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am told that
this delegation has resulted in a charge of
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13,500 being made against the State Ship-
ping Service. It understood that the object
of the delegation was to show the people
of the Straits Settlement and Java what
could be produced in 'Western Australia. It
was generally believed that tile delegation
bed resulted in a better conception of the
potentialities of Western Australia. But
one of the members of the delegation has
been to Melbourne recently, representing
this State at a. conference of manufacturers.
Ile is the president of the Chamber of
Manufacturers of Western Australia. When
in Mfelbourne, he made a statement in
which. he evinced all the spirit of his own
particular line of trade.

Mr. Mann: Following the deadl
Hon. W. C. ANXGWIN: I hive here the

statement made in Melbourne by Mr. W. M.
G3ray, president of the Western Australian
Chamber of Manufacturers and one of the
delegation to Java, whose expenses on that
trip were paid by the State. This, state-
ment was made by "Mr. Gray in Melbourne
on 27th October, 1922, and was published
in the "West Australian,'' Perth, on the
following dlay. It reads as follows:-

Mr. W'. it.. Gray (Western Australia)
emphasised that the other States were
dumping their goods into Western Aus-
tralia at lower than cost price. Western
Australia was, hie declared1 going back
as fast as it could. It had been seriously
said that within a year or two they
would have to go with bended knee to the
Federal Government to help them.

Mr. Teesdale; 'Where did he say that?
Hon. P. Oollier: At the conference of

manufacturers, in Melbourne.
Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN:- That is the sort

of in the Government have selected to
represent them in other parts of the world
and other parts of Australia. If such a
statement was made by Mr. Gray in Mel-
bourne, how do we know it was not made
by him also in Java, Singapore, and other
places up there?

Hon. P. Collier: He will be appointed to
this local committee of the Imperial Ex-
hibi tion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is necessary
that men chosen for State delegations
should be men who can be relied upon to
say a good word for Western Australia. I
would rather have a man exaggerate the
advantages of the State a little than have
him decry the State. It is not likely that
we should go on our knees to the Federal
0Government.

The Premier:- It is nothing short of a
filthy statement.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope it will not
be forgotten by the people of Western Aus-
tralia. Tt should be recorded in ''Han-
sard."' We cannot put it on a tombstone,
hut at all events we can put it in "Han-
serd.' M1r. Gray is so closely wedded to
his trade or business that he has a tendency
to speak dolefully, declaring that Western
Australia, like some of his clients, is very

nearly dead. I do not think there are in.
Western Australia many men who would
go to another part of the Commonwealth
and talk in the same way.

The Premier: You would not find two
others.

flea. W. C. ANOWIN : It would be a
good job if Mr. Gray remained in Mel-
bourne. It is a pity he was not left in
Java. The mnait who makes a statement of
this kind is not a fit citizen for Western
Australia. The State has afforded him a
good living, notwithstanding which hie goes
akbout decrying the State, the State which
has kept him and his family. Such a man
is a disgrace to -any Australian State or to
any part of the world with which he is
associated. I hope the Premier will deport
hint as soon as he comes back.

The Premier: If only we could.
Mr. Tesdale : The Chamber of MJpna-

facturers ought to call for his resignation.
Hon. MI. C. ANGWIN: Coming front the

president of the Chamber of Manufacturers,
such a statement might do Western Aus-
tralia a lot of harm. I really think the
Premier should take this up.

Mr. LL'TEY: There was on last year's
Estimates noe provision for the expenditure
last year of £970 under this item. We ought
to have sonic information about it. There
was also a sumn of £2,000 involved in the char-
tering of the ''Kangaroo. " We have no
definite informlation as to what value the dele-
gation was to the State, whet expenditure was
incurred, and who comprised the party.

The PREMIER: I have no information
wvith regard to the £0970, but I believe the
delegation will bring good results to the State.
A considerable amnount of trade has already
resulted. With cool storage at Fremantle
this trade should be greatly increased.

'Mr. Lutey: 'How were the expenses in-
curredt

The PREMIER: I have no details.
Vote put and passed.

Progress rerorted.

BI1LL-AD',rfNSTRATIONX ACT AMEND-
,%ENT.

Returned from the Council with an amiend-
ment.

RESOLUTION - STAN\DING ORDERS5
AM,%E2\NMENT, PRIVATE BILLS.

Message receiv-ed from the Council as fol-
lows:-

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Assembly that it has passed
the following resoltion:-" That a M1es-
sage be sent to the Legislative Assembly re-
questing them to nuthorise the Standing
Orders Committee of that House to confer
with the Standing Orders Committee of the
Legislative Council with a diew to revising
the Standing Orders of both Houses relat-
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ing to the prooodure in connection with
Private Bills" In puruonce of this reo-
lution the Couneil riquests the Asembly to
gihe the authoriation thereio referred to.

HTojsr cdJornd at 10-.3 amt. (11vdnrsday).

Wedntesday, 814, November, 1952.

Question: Engineering trade. hoom .. ..Bills: ticensa Act Amendment, 2R.. ...
Pensuoners (Rates e,.ption),212n. ... ..
Light and Air Act Amendment, Assembly's

Amendm~ents----------------
NKaviatlon Act Amendment, 15----------
Dairy Industry, Corn . .. . -. .

Motion: Machinery inspection Regudltons, to
disallow--------------------------

PAE
1427
1427
1431

1431
1432
1435

1432

The PRECSIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pitp., and read prayers.

QUESTIOX-ENGTNEERTNG TRADE,
HOURS.

H~on. G. WV. MILES asked the Mlinister f or
Edrication: 1, Is it a fact that the Federal
Arbitration Court has fixed 48 hours a week
for workers in the engineering trade? 2, Are
the Governinv2at in favour of the 48 hours a
week "orhing hours? 3, If so, what steps do
the Government [)ropose to take to enforce
the 48 hours a week work in this State?

The MIISTER FRo EDUCATION re-
pli,,d: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, 3, The State contends
that the Fedtlral Court has no jurisdiction
over Ste activities, and an appeal on this
point to the Privy Cou~ncil by this and other
States is siow pendling, and, consequently, the
various Federal awards relating to the en-
gineering trades are not being applied to
Government workers. The Govcrnmnt have
lodged with the State Arbitration Court a
petition claiming, among other things, that
the working hours shall be 48 per week, and
leliding ain award being issued existing con-
ditions must prevail.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resiuned from the pervious day.

Hon. J1. E. DODD (South) (4.341: It has
been said during the course of the debate
that any legislation dealing with the social
habits of the people is likely to create a
certain amount of feeling, and a great diver-

sity of feeling. I agree with that. The
Liceinsinig Bill is no exception to the rule.
(Crtahuly it has created a great deal of feel-
ing and a great diversity of feeling amiongslt
the comninity. When we conme to consider
the cost of tire drink traffic, I think we are
jus.tified in trying to arrive at the best pos-
sible measures we can, irrespective of the
feelings of the community. I have nothing
to say against those persons connected with
the traffic. Very often we meet people who
hold that we should consider individuals
rather than systems. T have met a great
dent of this in respect of mining legislation,
It has been my duty to point out that I had
.othing whatever to say detrimental to the

owners or managers of the inioes. Because
of that, I have met with a good deal of criti-
cism. So we are likelyv to be criticised in con-
nection with .all legiAition. But if we try to
deal with systeums and leave out individuals,
we shall get along very much better. The
cost of the liquor traffic in Western Australia,
according to the last returns, is something

over %AO00,000 per annum, roughly about
£10 her bead for every mlan, woman and child
in the State. When we consider that we
spend on education only something like 30s.
per beal, and that anty people think even
that too much, while we are able to spend
£10 per ]read onr drink, we see that ltere is
something wrong. I do not think we are
going the right way to get prosperity when
we spend over £3,000,000 per annun, on drink,
while our expenditure on education is only
V500,000. We cannot measure the cost of
the liquor traffic in money. We all know
%%hat the liquor traffic is costing, outside of
its monetary cost. Probaibly everybody here
to-clay will realist, to the utmost the number
of brilliant lives that lbavO been lost owing
to the liquor traffic, lives of men who would
hanve becen ornaments to any society in any
country. Probably. everyone of us has had
friends killed by the liquor traffic. The harm-
ful results of drink are obvious to everybody.
There is no need to indulge in statistics or
obtain expert opinion as to the harmful re-
sults of the traffic, for they are obvious to
the veriest tyro. Everyone can see what the
liquor traffic is doing for the country, and for
individual persons. Mr. Holmes referred to
the menace of the trade. HE was quite right
in what he said. The prohibitions and re-
strictions laid on the liquor traffic are suffi-
cient to show what the menace is. When we
consider that in times of crisis, of ivar, of
elections, on Armistice flay, on Peace Day,
n-hen boots were going to the war, when boats
were returning from the w-ar, all hotels had to
b? closed-when one remembers this one be-
gis to realise what the menace of the liquor
traffic really is. We all know that liquor is
one of the most harmful stimulants we can
take. Some say 4'So long as You do not
abuse it, it is all right." However, when it
is ahused it is one of the most harmful in-
dulgencesn we can have. At times it has been
amazing to me to notice how readily men will
drink their senses away, how easy it is for


