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BILL—PENSIONERS (RATES EXEMP-
TION.)

Second reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 1st November, of the debate on the
second reading. .

On motion by Hon. G. W, Miles, debate ad-
journed,

BILL—-FEDERAL REFERENDUM.
Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the resumption,
from the 10th Oectolber, of the adjourncd de-
bate on the second reading.

Hon., J. EWING (South-West) [9.30]: In
the abhsence of My, Willmott who sceured the
adjournment of the dcbate, I move—

That the debate be adjourned until Tues-
day, 21st November,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitian) [2.31]:
I am opposed to the further adjournment of
this measure. We do not want to trifle with
a matter of this sort. Mr. Willmott secured
an adjournment for & month in order that
memberg might have before them the report
of the Royal Commission dealing with the
relations between the State and the Federal
authorities. It scems quostionable whether we
shall get the report. Mr. Ewing has moved
for a further adjournment without giving
any reason whatever, and I can only assume
that his object is to sheive the Bill,

Hon. J. Ewing: No.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Then there is wo
reason for further adjourning the debate for
a fortnight. If the hon. member presses his
motion for a fortnight’s adjournment 1 shall
ask the Housze to divide. We ought to settle
this question and know where we are.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West—in reply)
[9.23]: Mr. Lovekin has quitc misunderstood
me in this matter. Mr. Willmott is absent
in the country and will not he back for a
week. The Royal Comnmission investigating
this question have not completed their delib-
erations. Therefore I ask for an adjournment
for a fortnight. I happen to be a member of
the Royal Commission.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Is it bona fide?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, and there ig no in-
tention whatever of sbelving this question, 1
am as anxious as the hon, member to secure
finality. I hope that within a fortnight the
Chairman of the Royal Commission will eall
the evidence he requires and present & report
which will be satisfactory to the hon. member.

Hon, A. Lovekin: I aceept the hon. mem-
ber’s statement.

Motion passed; the debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.34 p.m.
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QUESTTOX—.\I[GRAT[ON, PASSAGES,

Mr. LATHAM asked the Premier: 1, are
any free passages granted from Great Brit-
ain other than those under the ex-Twperial
s¢cheme which ¢losed on 31st December, 19211
2, Under the scheme arranged hetween the
Imperial, Commonwealth, and State Gevern-
ments, are immigrants expected to pay two-
thirds of the passage money down on appli-
cation. 3, If so, will not this scheme operate
harghly on <desirable fmmigrants, the echild-
ren of British parents who would be pleased
to mvail themselves of this scheme? 4, Will
the Government consider this aspect with a
view to affording relief to parents with cnild-
ren amrious to migrate to this State?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, 3, The
transport of immigrants is undertaken and
carried out solely by the TFoderal Govern-
ment. 4, Tt is not a matter for the State
Government.

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
PEMBERTON.

Mr. J. H. S1ITH asked the Prewier: 1,
Ts it the poliey of the Govermment to hold
all londs south and cast of Bridgetown for
group settlements? 2, It is not a faet that
appiitcations from Pemberton and other parts
have heen refused with the answer that the
land is being held for group scttlements?
2. Will he make available suitable lands in
the vieinity of Pemberton and other places
for men who require no assistance from Gov-
ernment?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, 2, Yes,
3, Yes, wherever possible A number of
bloeks are already open in various parts of
the South-West.
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QUESTION—EDUCATION, TEACHERS'
ALLOWANCES.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for Ag-
ricvlture: 1, In addition to salaries, what
allowances, if any, are made to wunclassified
teachers in charge of small schools? 2, What
is the number of days on which such teachers
are actually employed by the department?

The MINISTER I'OR AGRICULTURE re-
plied: 1, {a) District allowances in gold-

fields and North-West schools (list at-
tached). (b) TForage nllowance (£10-£15
per annum) when a teacher is forced to

reside at a considerable distance from the
school and a conveyance has to ba provided
for her use. 2, The whele of the year, viz.,
five days' actual teaching each week, except
during vaeation periods.

SELFCT COMMITTEE—WESTERY AUS-
TRALIAN BANK ACT AMENDMENT
(PRIVATE) BILL,

Report presented.

Hon. T. WALEER presented the report
of the seleet committee appointed to inquire
into this Bill.

Report received and

Mr. STUBBS: As
mittees I desire to inform the House
that the provisions of the Standing Orders
with regard to this Bill have heen complied
with

read.
Chairman of Com-

SELECT COMMITTEE—ARL
LESCHEN CABE.
. Report presented.
Hon. T. WALKER presented the report
of the select committee appointed to inquire
into the retirement of Carl Lesachen.

Report received and read.

BILL—NAVIGATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 31st October; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Colonial Secretary in charge
of the Bill

Clause 20—Amendment of Section 83:

The CHAIRMAN: The GColonial Serretary
has moved an avrendment as follows:— ¢'That
after ‘tender’ in line 2 of Subclause 2a, the
words ‘or penrl fisher other than the person
authorised by the licensing officer to open
she'l’ be ingerted.’’

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I ask
leave to withdraw the amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T do not
prers for the carrying of this clause. As
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pointed vut by the Opposition Leader, it is
bad in primciple.
Clause put and negatived.

Clause 2}—Addition of new section to Part
I1l., Powers of superintendents regarding the
employn.ent of masters and pearl fishers:

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Subsection 1 of the
projrosed section calls for particular attention.
It is on the same lines as former clauses of
the Bill dealing with the question of suita-
bility. It ocenrs to me, however, that a man
might he described as ‘‘unsuitable’’ simply
becavse he would not agree to the terms
offered him by those wishing to engage him.

The Premier: You are quite wrong in sup-
posing that this is a matter of wages.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The subject was
dealt with fully on a recent eveming. The
Premier and the Colonial Secrctary then told
us definitely that licenses were not issmed in
respeet of qualifications, but by way of con-
trolling the pearling industry. The member
for Pilbara pointed out that there was only
one justification for the issue of a license,
namely, qualification.

The Premier: The object is to prevent
dummying,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is not a gues-
tion of dumwmying at all. The Colonial Secre-
tary also stated that there was a searcity of
men for the pearling industry.

The Colonial Secretary: No; I eaid I had
no knowledge of any secarcity.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Colonial Secre-
tary said that in case of a man changing from
one boat to another the owner of the former
boat would have diffienlty in getting a man.

The Colonial Secretary: Someone else may
have said that; I did not.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Tnder this para-
graph the superintendent might be used to
bring about the cancellation of the certificate
of a man refusing to accept the terms offered
him. What is meant by ‘‘unsuitable’’¥ T
could understand a man being refvsed a license
beeause he was of evil fame. The owner of
the pearling boat sheuld say whether a man ig
suitable or not.

The Colonial Seeretary: Tt is right for the
superintendent to interfere if he knows the
man to be guiity of dummying, or has reason-
able suspicion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No man should he
punished on mere suspicion.

The Colonial Secretary: It is very difficult
to prove some of these cases.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Let the case be
proved before a man is condemned and punm-
ished. The parngraph had hettér be struck
out. Why should the Government be brought
into the matter of managing pearling fleets
at all? Under the next paragraph their sup-
erintendent will have power to refuse to en-
dorse a pearling agreement if he is satisfied
the person is unsuitable. But how wiil the
superintendent kuow the person to be unsnit-
able?

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: It is quite
pessible that a man might be unsuitable even
though a charge of evil fame could not be
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proved against him. The weight of suspicion
as regards dummying might be almost over-
whelming against him,

Mr. PICKERING: Under Part TIL. of the
parent Act ‘‘superintendent’’ means any per-
son or oflicer autherised by the Government
to discharge the duties of superintcndent un-
der that part of the Aet, The proposed sec-
tion rcpresents a very vague method of coun-
ferring a reapousibility. As regards a master
of o ship, for instance, the abiilty to handle
a ship would he his main qualification.

The Colenial Secretary: Not nececssarily.

The Premier: He might be only an ordinary
tender.

Mr. PICKERING: If there are certain ob-
jectiona which the Coloninl! Seeretary has at
the back of bis mind, why cannot they be ex-
pressed in thiz parageaph? The power given
is very far-rcaching.

The Colonial Seeretary: The superintendent
must have discretionary power.

Mr. PICKERING: But this is arbitrary
power, against which there is no appeal. Some
more specifie interpretation should be given
in the paragraph, especinlly sceing that the
superintendent may be anyone.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Will there be more than
one superinteundent?

Mr. PICEERENG: The only place where
I can find a definition of ‘‘superintendent’’
8 in this elavse, and I submit that the Col-
onial Secretary has not made a sufficiently
clear statement to warrant the passing of
goch 2 strong clause.

The PREMIER: We are dealing with
people brought here for a specific purpose,
and I eonsider the superintendent should
have wide power. The superintendent in
Broome is ar excellent man.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But he might not
he"there always.

The PREMIER: The Governmeut can
always be trusted to appoint someone to see
that these men are fairly protected. If the
Bill is to be of any use, considerable powers
must be given to the superintendent, If the
Committee does not pass the clanse the Bill
will be rendered practically uscless,

Mr. CHESSON: The Commonwealth Gov-
crnment have granted a monopoly to lugger
owners with regard to indeatured labour.
Only a certain amount of labour can be
brought in, and the power is in their own
hands, T the indentured people are not
suitable they ean be sent back to the
eountry whenee they eame, At present the
logger owners have a monopoly and if one
wants to go imto the business be must huy
lgger and slaves as well, and they are just
as much alaves as the Kanakas were in
Queensland,

Mr. DURACEK: 1 admit the power con-
tained in the elause i3 somewhat drastie, but
the business demands drastic measores. It
has been found in the past that the superin-
trodent has not had sufficient control, and
the men who are there now can be truated
to uss with diseretion the power that it is
proposed to give them. The objection raised
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by the member for Sussex with regard to the
owuer or master is met by Clause 23, which
siys, ‘‘An owuner or master of auy ship
whick an inspector has by order forbidden
to be employed in pearling or taken to sea
in order to be employed in pearling may in
the preseribed manner appeal against sveh
order to a magistrate.'’

Hon. W. (', Angwin: That deals onty with
the ship.

Mr. ANGELO: The industry which the
Bill deals with is abnormal; it is the only
onte in whieli coloured labounr is permitted
to he cengaged, and drastic powers should
therefore be placed in the hands of the sup-
erintendent who is administering the law.
Nearly all the masters will be coloured men
and we are not in any way going to make it
hard for white men to be employed. ‘There
is an appeal allowed against unfair treat-
ment,

Hon. P, Collicr: Who is the appeal to?

Mr. ANGELO: To the resident magis-
trate of the district.

Hon, P. Coliier: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. Marshall: There is no appeal what-
ever provided for in this clause. The matter
9 entirely in the hands of the superintendent.

Mr. ANGELO: Well perhaps provision
conlit be made for an appeal to a magistrate.

Mr. TEESDALE: Iecannot aHow this clanse
to go through; there has heen a grievous error
made bere. There is no such thing as a master
on a pearling ship except the man who
signs  under British Board of Trade articles,
and he is a white man, 1 have had some-
what hitter experience of pearling, and 1 will
not permit any clause to go through which
will give a superintendent the drastic and
serious authority proposed. At these small
hamlets on the coast we cannot get away
from onc anothey, and there are often
strained relations. It is easy for the people
to have strained relations with the superin-
tendent. I cannot support what has been said
about the popularity of the superintendent,
Mr, Stewart, and I do not intend to support
the proposal to give him power which will
positively damn any white man up there.
The superintendent already has sufficient
power; in faet too mueh. On scveral ocea-
siens when I appealed to him he stood with
a faeial expression like a tin dish., It wes not
prssible to get anything out of him, and T
wondered whether he knew anything of the
sobject. {(Manse 23 refers to an owner or
master. The master is not necessarily the
owner, nor is the owner necessarily the mas-
ter. Tf the elauvse wonld do away with dummy-
ing, I would support it, but it will not be
effective.

The (OLONTAL SECRETARY: If the
clanse were amended to read ‘‘ne person
shall he engaged or emploved as pear] fisher
in charge of a pearling ship,’’ the objection
might be met,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The appeal
clavrse referred to by the hon. mem-
ber hay mothing whatever to do with

this clavse; it deals with Section 95 of
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the Aet, which relates exclnsively to the
gear, tackle and other articles. The Minister
is trying to draw the member for Roebourne,
by putting up a Qistinction without a dif-
ference. It is sugpested to make it read
f¢peari fisher in charge.’’

Mr. Teesdale: The white man is not the
pearl fisher,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: But it might be
construed to mean that he is in charge of
the shin. It is not right to punish any man
on svspicion.

The Premicr:
prove anything, .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Roebourne, who knows everything about
pearl fishing, has definitely told us that it is
impossible to prevent dummying. I move
an amendment—

That in lines 3 and 4 the words *‘is un-
suitable for the position or’’ be struck
ont.

That will narrow down the refusal to the
ground of evil fame, and if an inspector re-
fuses to give a certificate on the ground that
the applicant is of evil fame, the ingpector
will be liable for damages. These words
which I propose to strike out, ‘‘is unsuitable
for the position,’’ make the objection on the
part of the superintendent altogether too
broad. Only a reputation of cvil fame should
be a bar to employment.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I realise
that this term ‘‘master’’ is not, perhaps,
the proper one to use, because it creates a
difficult position for the peart fisher in charge
of a boat. I suggest that we atrike out
““master’’ in line 2, and insert ‘‘pearl fisher
in eharge.’’

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: I will withdraw my
amendment to afford opportunity {rr the
Miniater to move his amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move
an amendment—

That in line 2 ‘“‘master’’ be struck out
with the view of inserting ‘‘pear! fisher
in charge.!’

Mr. ANGELQ: According to the interpreta-
tion section of the Act of 1912, ‘‘ pearl fisher*’
means a person employed on board a ship,
‘‘and shall include the master when so em-
ployed.’’ Therefore, what shall we gain by
atriking oot ‘‘master’’ and inserting ‘‘pearl
fisher’’ when, according to the interpreta-
tion in the Aet, ‘‘pearl fisher’’ includes
"“magter’’ ¥

Hon. B. COLLIER: I do not think the
amendment meets the objection raised by the
member for Roebourne. Moreover, according
to the interpretation of '‘pearl fisher,’’ as
read by the member for Gascoyme, the term
includes ‘‘master.’” In any case, the whole
principle is wrong. Tt is wrong to give power
to any official to say that an emplayee is
unsuitable, and so must go. We know the
bureaucratic minde of departmental officers,
even when in the city under the eyes of Min-
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In this case you cannot
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isters, members of Parliament and others.
Very often the man dressed in a little brief
authority, the Jack-in-office will go far in
asserting his authority, or in claiming auth-
ority which he does not possess. If they will
do that in the city, what will they do in the
remote North-West, where there is no super-
vision over them? We know that in such
places they become little Czars of little
kingdoms. So this superintendent will have
autoeratic power to say to a man, ‘‘You are
unsuitable for this work, and out you ge.’’
That would 2pply to a master. With the title
master iz associated all that is greatest in
the British merchant shipping service. To
gay that he shall be subject to the whim of
some Jack-in-office is foreign to our coneep-
tion of fair play and equity. The amend-
ment would not be so bad if it applied only
to coloured men, but it may apply to white
men.

The Colonial Secretary: The proposed
amendment is restricted to coloured men.

Hon. P. COLLIER: White men may be in-
cluded.

The Colonial SBecretary: Where so employed.
There are no white divers now.

Mr, Teesiale: A pearl fisher is a diver.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am.opposcd to the
clause and the whole principle contained in
it.

Amendment put and passed.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I move—

That the words ‘‘or pearl f{fisher in
charge’’ be inserted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The master in
charge is not mentioned amongst those re-
quiring to be licensed, and there is ne neces-
gity for the amendment.

The Colonial Secretary: The pear] tisher i
not always in charge.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If the pearl fisher
is the diver, he must be licensed before he
can dive, and if he is not fit for the. pesition
his license is refused.

The Premier: A white man is not licensed
but he may be in charge,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Evidently this
clause is so framed as not to apply to white
men.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The term
"fpear] fisher in charge’’ is a synenym for
"*master.”” This is introduced for the pur-
pose of preventing the adoption of an intol-
erant attitude on the part of the pearl fisher
whe may be in charge.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 3 and 4 the words ‘‘is un-
snitable for the position or’' be struck
out.

I have never seen such strong words used in
an Act of Parliament. They are altogether
too indefinite, and will place far tou tmuch
power in the hands of one man, They may
lead to all kinds of abuses.
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Mr. DURACK: The amendment wonld de-
stroy the whole purpoge of the BUL The
measure has been carefully gone into by the
Pearlers’ Association in conjunction witk the
Fisheries Department, and represeats that
which is deemed to be in the best interests of
the industry.

The PREMIER: I agree that it is un-
usual to find such words as these in any
Bill, but the sitvation, as well as the
josition governing the industry, is unusual.
Members should realise that dummying is a
very serious thing, and the main purpose of
the Bill ia to prevent it. If the industry
is to be continued, coloured men must
be prevented from owning pearling boats.
These are drastic powers, but they are neces-
sary. In many eases it is almest impossihle
to pet evidence. The superintendent is the
only man to whom these powers could he en-
trusted so as to help in the prevention of
dummying. The fact that this provision is in
the Bill will have a good effect, and the men
in the industry will know that they are likely
to lose their employment if they engage in
this evil. Hon, members probably know that
the member for Roehourne, who was the only
white man on a boat with six coloured men,
was knocked overboard.

Mr. Teesdale: They hit me out first.

The PREMIER: Had it not been for the
facet that & merciful Providence was watehing
over him and that the dinghy was behind the
boat, he might not have bheen with us to-day.

Hon. W. €. _Angwin: What a lot we have
had to put up with sinee then!

The PREMIER: One of these ecoloured
people knocked the member for Roebourne
overboard and the culprit got only three
_weeks’ imprisonment.

Mr. Lambert: He should have heen com-
pensated.

The PREMIER: I do not know what
would have happened had the hon. mem-
ber been drowned. Probably the offen-
der would have got off scot free. These
provisions would not have been brought
before the House if we were not anxiouws
to prevent dummying, TIf all the benefits of
the industry.are to go to Japan and other
countries, it will be better if pearl-fishing be
not engaged in at all. Tt is no good allowing
the present system of dummying to continue.

My, TEESDALE: No ene would he more
pleased than T, if we eould stop dummying.
I am afraid the clause will not have that
effect. While T suggest it should be agreed to,
T wonld like to have it read somewhat differ-
ently. The wording is a hit too strong, al-
though T will admit that we have a few rene-
gades in the industry with whom no decent
man c¢an associate, They are men who hunger
after the colour line and stir up trouble. They
read anything appearing in the papers that
reflects upon coloured men. These wretched
reople work with the coloured men and I
would like to deal with them. The clanse will
not do that, berause they are not always in
eharge of a boat. They are the men who ar-
range the dummying and act as the ‘‘go-be-
tweens,’’ never coming into the open. Tt is
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rather too much to give the power to the
supierintendent to say what constitutes a per-
son as being unsuitable.

The Premier: It is no good having the Bill
if that provision is not in the clause.

Mr. ANGELO: More is heing read into the
words ‘‘is unsuitable for the position’’ than
iy intended. TFrom what I have known of the
industry, it has not been necessary for the
men in charge of the hoats to have passed for
their master's or mate’s certificates, If an
owner chose, he conld put & blind man in
charge of his boat. The provision ecomplained
of is more for the protertion of the crew and
will engble the superintendent to say whether
the man in chavge i3 suitable from that stand-
point for his position.

Mr. Teesdale: You doun’t suggest that tha
Pearlers’ Associntion look at the matter from
that point of view.

Mr. ANGELO: If & man has not keen
sight, he not only risks the boat but the lives
of the crew, partieularly in the event of a
‘feock-cyed Bob’’ coming along, The subse-
quent words regarding ‘‘evil fame'' refer to
the individual’s character rather than the
words complained of by the member for
North-East Fremantle,

The Premier: These words are intended to
have a wide meaning.

Mr, ANGELO: The conditiens obtaining
in the pearling industry are different from
those of any other industry. It is necessary
for coloured labour te be cmployed and the
man controlling the industry must have a
good deal of power to keep the coloured men
in order.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The member for
Gascoyne has condemned his own argument,
Faney putting a blind man in charge of a
pearling lugger!

Mr. Angleo: T will say ‘‘shortsighted’”; T
did not mean a man who was totally blind.

Hon. W. C. ANWIXN: The member for
Kimberley hag put the matter ¢learly to show
that it is necessary to proteet the employees.
He said that the Bill embodied the views of
the Pearlers’ Association after consuliation
with the departmental officers and, therefore,
it was all vight. T interjected that the Perth
City Counecil had hrought in a Bill to estab-
lish city markets—after consultation with de-
j artmental officers.

Mr. A. Thomson: The Government would
not father that Bill in this Chamber.

The Premier: In any case, the City Council
do not want to market these pearls,

Hon. W, O, ANGWIXN: If the Marketing
Bill had been agreed to they would prebably
have wanted to market them and colleet toll.
The Bill should be passed in accordance with
the views of the Committee, and not of the
Pearlers’ Association.

Hor. T. Collier: It is an impudent thing to
put forward such a view.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Members would not
be justified in agreeing to the Bill simply be-
cause the Tearlers’ Assoeiation say the Bill
contains what they require. The pearlers have
admitted in the Bill that they ore uot com-
petent to earry on their own business and they
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want the Government to conduet the indostry,
There must be some reason for that, otherwise
the pearlers would not go to the Government
hegging them to condu.t their busginess.

The Premier: We have provided that it
muost be a white man's industry.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: But we want fair
play and justiee to all concerued. I would
prefer to see it conducted by white people
alone, hut we shoald not provide justice for
one section, and neglect others.

The Premier: There is no guestion about
injustiee in this matter.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: The Pearlers’ As-
sociation are throwing the respensibility on
to the Government and inercasing the cx-
| ehses.

The Premier: You are wrong.

Hon., W, ¢, ANGWIX: It has nothing to
o with the inspector to say whether a man
is switable or unsuitable; that is entirely
a matter for the mun who employs him. The
Premier said that the intention wasg to pre-
vent owners from dwmmying, but the dummy-
ing is donc through the pearl fishers. Merely
because there may be some suspicion that a
man is dummying, an inspector may comlemn
him as unsuitable for his position, although
the man may be quite honest.

Mr. Tecsdale: The Japs have the industry
at Thursday Island.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIXN: Irrespective of
whether a man is black or white, justice
should be donc,

Mr. Angelo: If he is honest he ean get
employment from some other ewner.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Put this refers
only to suspicion.

Mr. Angelo: He could get employment
from some other owner.

Hou. P, Collier: But it would be under
the same superintendent.

IMon. W. C. ANGWTIN: He might get some
inferior position.

Mr. Teesdale:
appeal.

Hon, W. C. ANGWI]N: XNy, he wonld not.

Mr. Teerdale: What does Clause 23 gay?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That has nothing
to do with this mattcr. Members should not
be misled by that provision.

Mr. Angelo: Well, give the right of ap-
peal.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: A man might be
punished on the mere suspicion of an in-
spector. The words are too strong. The
guestion of suitability should be left to the
emvlover.

Mr. Teesdale: Unfortunately, these
are in collnsion with the employer.
*Mr. Duraek: That is the troulle.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This would not
overcome it. Tf a man is workiug in collusion.
he will not tell the inspector.

The Colonial Secretary: But the inspector
can refuse to issuc a license if he has sus-
picion, R

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Xo man shonld be
condemned and punished on suspicion. The
rrinciple is both wrong and dangerous. In-

He would have the right of

men
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jury has been done to the cause of British
justicc by throwing on an accused person the
onus of proving his innocence instead of re-
quiring the accuser to prove his guilt. This
projiosal, hawever, goes still further. A man
is to be given no opportunity to prove his
innocence; he is to be condenmed on sus-
picion. No such power should be placed in
the hands of the superintendent,

Mr. ANGELO: 1T suggest that the Min-
ister postpone consideration of the eclause
with a view to adding a pro+iso allowing an
appeal to a resident magistrate,

The Premier: Then you may as well not
have those words in the clause.

Mr. ANGELO: There should be provision
for an appeal in order to prevent an innocent
person from Leing unjustly treated.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: This
anxicty ou behalf of the pearl fisher is quite
unnecessary. Therc are other avenues of em-
ployment in the industry open to such men.
The superintendent should have absolute
power on the question of whether a license
is to be issued. 1f this power is not given, it
will ke quite impossible to provent dummy-
ing. Tf it is neccssary to prove a person of
evil fame, the position will Le difficult, it
not impossible, Where there are just grounds
to believe that a certain individual is not a
fit and proper person to hold a license, then
in the intercsts of the industry the license
should be refused. 1t is essential that such
power sliould be given to the soperintendent.

Mr. A, THOMBON: The suggestion of
the mcmber for Gaseoyne should overcome
the objection. The firhing to-day is practin-
ally in the hands of the ceoloured races. The
latest report of the Fisherics Department
states that licenses to the number of 227
were issued to persons employed as divera.
Ot these 210 were issued at Broome, 16 at
Roebourne, and one at Ouslow. Of the
Broome divers, 193 were Japancse, 14 Malays
and three manilamen. Of the trial divers to
the number of 188, who were given permits,
a majority, as in former years, were Jap-
anese. We want to reserve this industry for
the pecple of Australia.

Mr, Teesdale: The dammable part is that
our people are dummying for them.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Quite s0. So leng as
we ¢an proteet innocent men from being pen-
alised, we should strain a point in the en-
deavour to prevent dvmmying.

The PREMIER: If there is an appeal to
a magistrate, the superintendent will have
to prove that what be believes to be irue, ia
true.

Hon. T. Walker: The clause does not even
state ‘‘reasonably suspect.”’

The PREMIER: If the superintendent had
to go before a magistrate to prove his case,
he conld never take action. There are usnally
six coloured men oh a boat and anly one white
man, and what chanee would he have of
proving a case. It often happens that a
persen in Perth is ordered to leave {he city
because he is considered undesirable.
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Hon. P. Collier: There has to be evidence
in support of the statement.
The PREMIER: Jolly little.

Sitting sugpended from 6.15 io 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Will the Minister
aceept the amendment?

The Colonial Seeretary: Tt is essential for
the prevention of dummying that the words
should remain.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is more esseutial
that this supreme and autocratic and uaques-
tioned power which the vlause propuses to
confer upon a Government official should not
be inclnded in an Aect of Parliament, whether
the power applies to white men or coloured
men. Moreover, the clanse proposes 1o con-
fer that power without any right of appeal.
Such provisions are utterly foreign te all the
traditions of British legislation. FParlizament
ought not to interfere at all with this matter,
which is largely a question of employment.
Why should the Government assume the re-
sponsibility of saying whether a mun shall or
shall not follow a certain occupation? The
Minister would not dare to embody a pro-
vigion of this kind in legislation dealing with
any ordinary industry. Jt would be a differ-
ent thing if the proposal were to place this
power in the hands of a magistrate, whe
would feel under an obligation to investigate
the matter. An ordinary Government official
might be actuated by whim, caprice; or petty
spite in excluding a man from the industry
month after month and year after year. Al
the very least there should be a right of
appeal, and the official should be compelled
to make good his grounds for action before
a resident magistrate. If the amendment is
carried, the superintendent will still have
sufficient power, as he will then be able ta
refuse a license to a person of evil fame.

My, Mann: That would ecover it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Even then the clauar
would give far greater power tham [ person-
ally wounld be disposed to grant. It should
include a right of appeal.

Mr, Mann: A magistrate would have to
deal with the man on a charge of evil fame.

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNot as the eclauge
stands; it is a matter of the superintendent’s
opinjon, and the resident magistrate -does not
come in.

Mr. Mann: T do not think that is what is
intended.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But that is what the
clause says; it is not capable of any other
meaning.

Mr. Mann: It is only a resident magistrate
who can say that a person is of evil fame.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then it iz necessary
to cut out the reference to the superintendent.

Mr. ANGELO: T again appeal to the Min-
ister to postpone the clause, with a view to
adding a proviso allowing of appeal. If the
superintendent refuses to allow a man to go
on hoard ship, the man will not appeal, be-
cause he will be afraid of further investi-
gation, Of course we want to protect the
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mocent man, and an appeal to a 1esident
magistrate will cover everything. The word:
which the amendment sceks to delete shoulc
e retnined, subject to & proviso as suggested
The pearling industry wants the clause as i
stands now. To that end the right of appeal
is essential.

Mr. LAMBERT: Can we go back to strike
out words as suggested by the member for
Roulder!

The CHAIRMAN: Not unless the Minis
ter agrees to re-commit the Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT: The proposed power ig ar
extraordinary one, and the clavse =hould nol
he rushed through. Before a maan is regarded
as of evil fame, he should be convicted of it
and nc¢t merely suspected. On mere sus
pition np man should he deprived of his
Tivelihood.

Mr. ANGELO: T move—

That the further consideration of the
clause be postponed.

The CHAIRMAN: We had better dispose
of the anendment first,

Alr. MARSHALL: I wish to say something
ahout the amendment before it is disposed of.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Mr. Chairman, there is
a motion before you for the postponement of
the further consideration of the clause. That
mnst be dealt with first. Tt is not for you to
aay, ‘ ‘Lot ns dispose of the amendment first’’
when you have before you a motion for the
postponement of the clanse.

The CHATRMAN: The Standing Orders
will back mc up. The clause has already been
amended. I ean take a motion to report pra-
gress.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, I will move—

That progress he reported.

Motion passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922.23,
In Committee of Supply.

Ttesumed from the st November; Hon. G.
Taylor in the Chair.

Department of Londs and Repatriation
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell) Minister.

Agricultural Bank, Industries Assistance
Baard, Soldiers Land Settlement:

Ttem, Trustees and Board Member, £636
(partly considered):

The PREMIER: T wish to inform the Com-
mittee that this board has no power to do
anything except rccommend. The members of
it will inquire only inte the position of elients
who have outside ereditors. Some of these
ereditors have waited a long time for their
maoney and many of them have fared hadly.
The board will be able to get useful informa-
tion, and all that can happen will be for the
members to make a recommendation. They
may work some good for the farmers who
struck misfortune, as in the case of those at
Ongerup and in that locality.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am not convinced that
it is necessary to have any heard other than
that already provided for under the Industries
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Assistance Act. That board has administered
the Act ever since 1915. They have handled
all the clients of the ILAB. and dealt with
nceounts agpregnting several million pounds.
That board ought te be and i3 well gualified
to deal with cvery aspect of clients’ affairs,
and [ d¢o not consider that any additional
board i3 necessary. Assuming, however, that
the appointment of a board composed of men
with loral knowledge would be of assistance
to the statutory board, and assuming it was
advisable to appoint such a board, then wrong
action wus taken by the Government when
they handed over the right to a political or-
ganisation to make a sclection of the members
of that board. The Goverament might well
have argued for the selection of loeal men
without appealing to any political organisa-
tion, The organisation now are claiming equal
power with the board to deal with clients of
the Agrieultural Bank. That is the plain
simple fact of the case.

Mr. A. Thomson: The organisation only
nominated the boards.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the difference?

Mr, A. Thomson: They have not the power
to appoint them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but they selected
the nominees and submitted them to the Gov-
ernment. If it were not intended to appoint
the nominees of the association, why ask the
asgociation to select them? TUnless for some
disqualifying reason, the Government will cer-
tainly appoint the nominees of the association.
Without going over the grounds I covered last

week, I say my objection is just as emphatic.

to those appointments as it was then. I hope
we shall not see the prineiple extended to any
other department. It means the right to ap-
point a board to deal with the finances of
members of the association.

Mr. A. Thomson: No.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Not in all cases, per-
hays, but the majority of the farmers belong
to their association.

Mr. Pickering: They ought to.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course so, and no
doubt the majority do. So it follows that the
memkers of thesc boards, nominated by the
association, will be dealing with the finaneia)
affairs of members of their own association.
In faet, to-night the members of these boards
and the clients of the L.A.B. are mecting as
one party, and to-morrow the members of the
boards will deal with the positions of clients
of the ILA.B. with whom they were associated
the previous evening at a meeting of a politi-
cal organisation.

Mr. A. Thomson: The members of the
boards are only there as valuers,

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNo, they are also to
make recommendations as to what should be
done to give a farmer a fresh start,
as to the attitude to be adopted towards the
clients of the LLAB., The principle is en-
tirely wrong. 1 do mnot say the LAB.
will be influenced by any considerations
other than those which they believe to be
equitable and in the best interests of the
State; nevertheless, they will have given to
them the recommendations of these local
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boards. The principle is wrong. Men should
have been selected in the various districts
without delegating the power nf seleetion to
the organisation. We are all haman, and the
personal equation comes into if, A man
would be more than human if he were able
to associzute with his neighbours in the ecvery-
day affairs of life, and neverthcless were not
tafluenced when ealled upon to make a re-
commendation to the Government concerning
the finaneial affairs of hisx friend. The
I.AB. bave been able to administer the Act
for seven years with but very few complaints
in the Hounge, notwithstanding which these
new lecal boards are appointed to practieally
give directions to the statutory board. E
register nmy strongest objection to any paliti-
eal assoeintion being empowered to make
sclections of the kind.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am sorry the Leader
of the Opposition is against the appointment
ot these boards.

Mr. O’Loghlen: By a political body.

Mr. A, THOMSON: In my opinion these
local boards should bave been appointed long
ago. Those of us representing agricultural
distriets know the difficultics which clients
of the LLAB. have to contend against. The
Leader of tne Opposition said the LA.B.
should have power to do all that iz required.
Unfortunately that board eannot do all that
iz required.

Mr. Lutey: They have ingpectors to assist
them, .

Mr. A. THOMSON: The inspectors go
around advising farmers, practically com-
pelling them to do what they know from ex-
perience is not right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not think they
interfere with the farmers much.

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 know a recent case
of a settler in my district being refused
further asgistance.

Member: A good joh.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Would the hon. mem-
ber like to be in the pesition of a man whe
has toiled for ycars on inferior land?

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Youn have no bad
land in your distriet.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Unfortunately we
have. T have here a letter from a settler
which I received only yesterday, as fol-
lows:—

Is it possible, or i3 there any chance of
anything being done to relieve or help us
unfortunate settlers on these poverty-
stricken lands here. I have toiled and
slaved to make a living, but have to admit
that I am only going back more every year.
Besides having poor land I also have flood
waters to contend with. To drain the
land would require a drain 20 feet by 3
feet, and even that- would not take all
At present the place is absolutely useless
and will not grow anything. Can you
bring it up in Parliament and see if jus-
tiee cannot be done to honest, hard-working
settlers?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That has nothing te
do with the LAB,
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Mr. A, THOMSON: It is one of the diff-
culties the settler is up against. One of the
functions of the board is to send an inspector
and two practica) farmers to find out why a
man has not made a sueeess.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Could you get these two
farmers without being directed by the branch
organisation§

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is quite possible.
Nevertheless, it has only been as the result
of the organisation hammering at this thing
continually that we have been able to get
these new boards.

The Premier:
much yet.
triet.

Mr. A. THOMSON:
good land there.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is that at Ongerup?

Mr. A, THOMSON: No.

The Premier: Is it at Katanning?

Mr. A, THOMSON: No. T will give the
Premier this letter afterwards. The writer
continugs—

We were induced to take up the land by

glisrepresentation. It was wrongly classi-

ed,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They all say that,

Mr. A, THOMSOX: The hon, member
knows that what L am saying is correct.
Large areas of land have heen wrongly
classified, and unfortunately the settler has
no redress.

The Premier: Some of them ought to have
known the land they were going on to.

Mr. A, TUOOMSOX: The Premier is
bringing people out to-day to settle them on
the land. Those people know no more ahount
land classifiecation than does the man in the
moon. They are sent to the group settle-
ments, and told it is first-class land. Burely
the Premier will not say those people ought
to know! When a man has toiled and slaved
for 10 years he ought to be given some litile
recompense. Unfortunately, although we can
recompense the man, we ecannot give him
back the 10 years lhe has wasted on indif-
ferent land.

The Premier: Make it elear that it does
not apply to the whole of your distriet.

Mr. A. THOMSON: When I say that the
whole of my distriet is bad, T will aecept
correction hy the Premier. The letter goes
on to say that aecording to the value, the
land was wrongly eclassified. Had it been
elasgified according to the valve it wonld
never have been taken up. The letter points
out that it is only grazing land and very
poor at that. The writer says he is sorry to
be giving any trouble, but that as he is com-
pletely ruined his only hope lies in his re-
presentative in Parliament. That was his only
excrrse for writing. Me ends up by saying,
‘‘For God's sake do something for us.’’

Hon. P. Collier: What was he asking for?

Mr. A. THOMSON: For relief from debt.

Hon. P. Collier: There are many eases like
that, but is the local board necessary in order
that the farmers shall get “relief?

You have not hammered
You are damning yonr whole dis-

No, there is some
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Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Tt is essential. The
T.A.B. has no power to write down the securi-
ties.

Hon. P. Collier: This board will not do so
cither,

Mr. A, THOMSON: No, but the board can
make a report. 1 take it a man’s position
will be classified, on inventory taken, and a
recommendation put before the LAB., Men
have taken up land and complied with all the
requisite conditions, True, they have had
nssigtanee from the hoard, but never had
any hope of making a suvecsg becauvse they
were on poor land. They had to obey the
instruetions of the visiting inspeetor and put
in crops, bt had ne resmit.  Most of these
scttlers are willing to ecarry the burden of
what they ecall their tangible assets.

Hon. P. Collier: Their position must be
well known to the statutery board.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Probably it is. I
want to po further than this bhoard is going.
The hoard may say they will give no more
assistance, and that the settler must go off
the land. This farmer may have spent many
vears of his life trying to make a sueccess,
and has accumulated a lot of experience and
kiows all about the place. The land is then
put up for tender and is sold at a greatly re-
duced price. The man who should get the
benefit of that writing down should be the
man who has put in 10 years of his life
upon it.

The Premier: That would not work., Sup-
pose the man were a leafer.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T have no sympathy
with the loafer.

Mr. Johnston: The loafers have practically
all gone,

Mr. A. THOMSOX: When the board dis-
continune assistance the settler ¢annot go on.

Mr. Latham: There should be no loafers
under the present system of inspection.

The Premier: No.

Alr, A, THOMSON: There was one cage in
my distriet. )

The Premier: Yom will give me the name?

Mr, A, THOMSON: Yes. He is under the
T.AB. He was told to carry on without
assistance. He put in 300 or 400 acres of
fallow, and applied to the board for manure.
The reply was delayed for three months with
the result that the settler lost all the henefit
of his fallowing. X¥e had to put in his crop
withont manure. One firm was willing to
supply it, but wanted a guarantee of re-
payment out of the erop.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Would not a telegram to
his representative in Parliament have put
that right?

Mr. A, TITOMSOXN: He was waiting for
a teply from the beard. Exception haa been
taken to members interviewing the board,
but in this case much good might have re-
sulted.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A member would save a
settler from disaster if that were the case.

Mr. A, THOMS0ON: That is co. The assist-
ance of the board came too late.
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Hon. P. Collier: That has nothing to do
with tle lseal board.

Mr. A, THOMBON: No, but if such mat-
ters were brought under the notice of the
I.A.B, the nccessary assistance might be
rendered.

Hon, P, Collier: Is it to be a permanent
hoard?

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I take it there is no
need for a permanent board. I kaow of
another case where a man has been dealt
with in much the same way.

The CHATRMAN : Is the hon. member dis-
cussing the trustees, and the members of the
board?

Mr. A. THOMSON: T am discussing their
actions, and showing that their bad adminis-
tration has led to hardship.

The CHAIRMAN: This board’s adminis-
tration?

M:r. A, THOMSON: That of the LAB.

The CHAIRMAN: I take it this is a
special board.

The Premier: It is the LAB,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. memher may
continue,

Mr, A, THOMSON: This settler was also
refused assistance. His securities are held
by the hoard, and no one ountside will trust
him. Men have taken uwp land and complied
with the econditions, but the board has re-
fused to carry them any further,

The Premier: Quite right, too, in many
cases,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Will not the co-operative
associationa earry them on?

Mr, A, THOMSON : T have said before that
this board e¢laims the bodies and souls of
those who come under it. These words have
eome trune. T admit the board has done a
great deal of good work, .

Mr. Mann: It bhas kept hundreds on the
land.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Yes. One of the ob-
jeeta was to assist the settler, and the other
to protect the assets of the State. Men have
heen put on poor land, and have had very
little ¢hance of making a suecess. I congratu-
late the Premier upon appointing these
boards, T am sure great good will eome of
them, T am only sorry they were not ap-
pointed hefore. T trust the provision for
these hoards will not be struck out.

Fon. W.C, ANGWIN: T am to a certain
extent handicapped in this matter, hecause a
select committee is at present holding an in-
quiry into it.

Mr. Pieckering:
of it!

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Tf I did, it would
be disclosed only to Parliament, This board
was appointed te assist the farmers who wero
suffering in times of dronght. The member
for Katanning appears to think it was estab-
lished to assist farmers in time of flood. It is
all very well for memhers to abnse the board
on acconnt of its attitude towards the far-
mers. If the board has stopped assistance,
he can rest assured that it kas done so on

Do not disclose the result
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good grounds, and that the farmer has had
splendid help up to that peiat. )
Mr. A. Thomson: 1 o not say that is not

0.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN. The board has
nothing to do with the granting of the land.

Mr. A, Thomson: The land is very often
the reason for the man’s position.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The bcard does not
make the surveys or the classifications.

Mr. A. Thomson: The Government do.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tn a large num-
her of instances the survevor classifies the
fand.

Mr. A, Thomson: Under the direetion of
the Government.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Surveyors are sup-
posed to uwnderstand the quality of land.

Mr, Pickering: They do not always under-
stand it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Sowme of them may
have made mistakes, but that has nothing Lo
do with the TLAB, or its functions, Tt is
the Agricultural Bank that provides the
money for improvements, and not the board.
The only seeurity held by the board is re-
presented in the chattels and stoek, and the
crop, if there is any. Farming is a gamble,
and the board advance money on the gamble.
T have lately had the pleasure of perusing a
large number of papers and files, and have
been surprised at the lemiency shown by the
board to its clients.

Mr. Pickering: You are not disappointed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not at all. The
hoard has donc all it could to keep men on
the land. There must be something radiecally
wrong before the board will take any steps
that will canse the farmer to leave his block.
TInfortunately, there are some settlers who
not only want the board to pay their out-
side creditors, but to wipe off the accounts
owing to the Government, and hand their
land back free of charge with all the im-
provements thereon. )

Mr, A. Thomson: How many of them have
asked for that?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will tell the hon.
member of one instance. A man owes the
Government £2,250 at the present moment.

Mr. Pickering: He is a lucky man.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yet that man
wanted the Government to pay his debts
and hand his land back to lim clear, with
all improvements as well. Although we have
not framed our report yet, I want to make it
clear from my knowledge of the files—and |
have gonme through many of them—that, in
my opinien, the board has done everything
possible to keep men on the land,

Mr. A. Thomson: I did not say anything
to the contrary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
pointed ont that sustenance allowances had
been stopped and advances had been refused
for manare.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is correct.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every encourage-
ment has been given to the farmers to help
them succeed, and the board will not take
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a lien over their assets such as sheep and so
on in connection with which thep have got
assistance from outsiders. It has been the
object of the board to keep the men on the
land. It is true that some men have not been
suceessful on the light land, but no fewer
than 1,149 clients of the board have paid off
their liabilities and are now free men, I do
not think it is fair for a member representing
a farming community to make a statement
that the board has not dealt fairly with them.

Mr. A. Thomson: That i3 not eorrect. You
are making an unfair statemcni. I did not
aay anything of the sort.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The implication was
there.

Mr. A. Thomson: It was not.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: You will remem-
ber, Mr. Chairman, that you drew the atteun-
tion of the hon, member to the fact that he
was not dealing with the board and he replied
ihat he was dealing with the mismanagement
of the koard. The boards, to the appointment
of which the Leader of the Opposition tock
exception, are appointed to advise. The
Leader of the Opposition did not object to a
Loard advising the I.A.B., or anyone else ad-
vising them if that advice was wanted, but
he objected to the prineciple embodied in the
method of the appointment. From my stand-
point, 1 regard the appointment of these out-
side boards as a vote of no-confidence by the
Government in the work of the LLAB. From
what T can see, the LA B, has acted more in
the interests of the farmers than, to a great
extent, in the interests of the finances of the
State.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is unneeessary for me
to reiterate the whole of the history that oe-
casioned the establishment of the I.AB. Ap-
parently, however, we must accept the LA.B.
as having beecome one of the permanent finan-
cial institutions of the State. As one of the
most important of those institutions, it should
be properly protected. What do we find? We
find that the dominant political party in power
to-day are¢ prepared bo barier away every
vestige of government coutrol to suit their
own political ends. Very shortly we shall be
called vpon to arrive at a decision regarding
other institutions which have crept perman-
ently into the political and economic life of
this State. I refer to the trading concerns.
The LA.B. as an institution is almost on all
fours with those trading conecrns. The
Leader of the Opposition is to he commended
for drawing public attention to the existence
of this position and the political organisation
responsible for it.

Mr. Pickering: And to the modesty of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: The organisation is in
keeping with the modesty of the member for
Sussex. Mewmbers can gaunge the extent of
that modesty! The irresponsibility of their
control would do eredit to a tenth rate South
American Republie. Nothing wonld lend it-
self to geater political eorruption than if
Parliament were to part with the control of
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the TAB, and it were handed over to any
other organigation.

. Mr. A. Thomson: Doa’t you think we are
Jjustified in getting justice for men who are
suffering ¢

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member ig justi-
fied in doing that but
. Mr. A. Thomson: That is what we are do-
ing.
Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member is not
justified in trying to undermine and white-ant
by insidious influcnces, one of the permancnt
financial institutions of the State which is
lending the people’s money, and which should
look for proper protection and security for the
investment of money under the Industries As-
sistance Act,

Mr. Latham: Do you know the prefit the
State has made under that Act?

Mr, LAMBERT: I know the State has
made no profit from the hon. member or from
his presence in this Chamber!

The CHATRMAN: Qrder!

Mr, LAMBERT: It is a deplorable fact
that the Goveroment has bowed to the influ-
ences which have been exercised.

Mr. A, Thomson: Yeu want to be careful
There is an election proceeding at the present
time on this same question.

Mr. LAMBERT: If to-morrow morning
another political party were in power, such as
.. » Labour Party——

The Colonial Secretary: Ah!

Mr. LAMBERT: That is no dream, as the
permanent smile on the Colonial Secretary’s
Tace would suggest. It will not be long he-
fore the swing of the pendulum will bring
about the event I suggest. If, when Labour
was returned to power, we handed over the
functions of the Arbitration Court to the
unions of the State——

Mr. Piesse: What has this to de with the
votet

Mr. LAMBERT: It has got a lot to do
with it, because of the analogy I will draw,
If to-morrow morning the unions were to ask
the Parliamentary Labour Party, that party
having secured the reins of Government, to
hand over the administration of the Arbitra-
tion Act

Capt. Carter: They would not do it.

c Mr. LAMBERT: The unions would not ask
or it.

Cart. Carter: You would all resign.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: If when an application
for assistance in conmection with the mining
industry was refused, members representing
the mining distriets were to ask that two
members of the miners’ unions should be ap-
pointed for consultation and advire on the
question as to whether the Inspector of Mines
was right or not, what would be said?

Hon. P. Collier: That is a fair comparison.
Applications have been made to the Mines
Department for assgistance and have been
turned down.

Mr., LAMBERT: It is decidedly on all
fours. Mr. Speaker can bear me out in my
atatement that such agsistance has been re-
fused.
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Mr. Lutey: In any case, we may ¢ry ihis
on after what has happened,

Mr. LAMBERT: In the past, when appli-
eations for assistance have been refused, mem-
bers representing mining constituencies have
had due regard for the finances of the State
and have believed that when such assistanee
was refused, the refusal was on sound grounds.
On the other hand, what do we find when it
applies to the agricultural industry? The
primary producers’ organisation have had a
taste of the financial game in the capacity of
acquiring agents, in wheat marketing and so
forth. On the strength of that, they ask that
lecal branches of their organisation shall have
representation on a special hoard to assess
the amonnt that a settler should reeeive from
the LAB.

Mr. A, Thomson: You should be in the
position of settlers who have wasted 10 or
12 years of their lives on rotten country.
That is all I gan say.

Mr, LAMBERT: The member for Katan-
ning has started at the wrong end. It is
not the intention of the LA.B. to correct the
wrongs or mistakes made by the settler.

Mr, A. Thomson: The mistakes have not
heen made by the settler. That is the un-
fortunate part of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Nor is it the function of
the LAB, to correct the mistakes or mis-
representations made by the Government in
sclling that land.

Hon. P. Collier: But they ask for a loeal
irrespongible board to review the decisions of
a statutory board.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is so. If mistakes
have been made through wilful misrepresenta-
tion by the Government in selling the land,
it is not the function of this permanent finan-
cial institution to correct it. Do hon. mem-
bers realise that the board is operating as
part and parcel of the Savings Bank and the
Agricultural Bank, inasmuch as the money in-
vested is the people’s money and should be
properly protected? If we did away with
the LA.B. to-morrow, what protection would
the farmers get? 'What protection do they
get from the associated banks, the virtues of
which members opposite take every oppor-
tunity to extol? What sympathy and con-
gideration would they get?

Mr, Piesse: We get a lot of sympathy.

Mr. LAMBERT: Plenty of sympathy, but
that is all,

Mr. A. Thomson: A little bit of cash, too,
occasionally.

Mr. Chesgson: But the banks want a pretty
fair marein of seecurity.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope members oppoaite
in their zeal to white-ant the constitutional
authority of Parliament and the Goverpment
will hegitate before they proceed mnch fur-
ther. As responsible peonle, their responsi-
bilities should be reflected in a proper and
sound attitude regarding the control of our
financial institutions. It is deplorable and
nnthinkable that responsible men should so
far forget the decency and dignity that they
owe to Parliament as to give away the con-
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trol of such a financial institution in the
manner suggested. I hope that some notice
will be taken by the people of the State ot
the desires of this political organisation which
secks to undermine the authority of the Gov-
ernment. We hear a lot of nonsense talked
about attempted irresponsible control in the
past, that was never adopted on God’s earth
like the attempts that are made every day
of the week now

Mr. A, Thomson: Be careful, you are on
dangerous ground!

Mr. LAMBERT: Attempts that are made
by this political organisation to undermine
the very foundations of the old-established
functions of Government. I believo the
organisations are prepared to go to any
lengths that the Geovernment will allow in
their desire to get further control of the
governmental functions of the State. This
is a deplorable thing, If the Premier will
stiffen his back, he will find Parliament be-
hind him. It ig time they were told in no
unmistakable language that no matter what
party members might subseribe to, they will
stand by the head of the Government to pro-
tect the financial imstitutions, even if they
cannot proteet Parliamentary and govern-
mental dignity and deceney. T wish to refer
to Part IT1. of the Tndustries Assistance Aet.
It is regrettable that the Government do not
take action to assist the secondary indus-
tries of the State. A considerable amount of
good has been done to the farmers during
the times of stress and hardship through
which they have passed, and I believe that
aimilar assistance ecould be given to the grow-
ing secondary industries of Western Austra-
lia. T regret with the Leader of the Uppo-
gition that an irrespofisible body without any
statutory power whatever are to-day inquir-
ing ints the sccondary industries and advis-
ing the Government as to the extent these
industriecs are of service or volue to the
State.

Mr. Pickering: To which body do you
referd

Mr, LAMBERT: The Council of Indus-
trial Development, T have nothing to say
against the council. They were brought into
being by some decigsion of a past Government
and have continued in an honorary capacity,
advising the Government 23 to whether
secondary industries could or should be as-
gisted. Every member i3 desirous of seeing
our gecondary as well as our primary in-
dustries expanded and developed wherever
poasible on reasonably safe financial grounds.
Snch expansion ecan result only if Par-
liament adopts a right attitude towards
them. To-day our industries are burdened
with a heavy protective tariff and our
relationship to the Fastern States largely re-
srmbles our former relationship to the out-
gile world. We have to revise our attitude.
T hope the Premier will appoint a competent
board similar to that goverming the agrieul-
tural industry to inquire ag to the extent to
which secondary industries may be developed.
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Mr. O'Loghlen:
henorary one,

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. A considerable
numnber of industries could be developed in
this State if the proper lead were only given.
Recently we have witnessed the development
of the poreclain industry and of the cement
industry, and now there is being floated a
company to start woollen mills. I bhelieve
there are many other aetivitics in which the
people of this State could engage.

The CHAIRMAN : T have allowed the hon.
member congiderable latitude, but T do wnot
think he should pursuc that line of argument.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then I shall desist. [f
the Premier followed his own inclinations T
fecl sure he would achicve a considerable
amount of good and would have the backing
of all hon. wmembers. T hope we shall not
have outside interferemee in regard to this
deserving  institution. It could assist the
farmer further than it has assisted him, hut
it is not the function of the T.A.B. to corrcect
any of the mistakes or misrepresentations
made as to {lie quality and value of land.
That would he quite foreign to the functions
of the board. The farmers should be ever
grateful to the Labour Party for all they did
and attempted to do. If they did not do all
that was not desired, it was not the fault of
the Parliamentary Labour Party.

The Minister for Agriculture:
function of Government to do that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Quite so. The Industries
Asgistanee Act was passed as a temporary
measure in 1915, but the institution has be-
come 1 permanent onc. The interference de-
sired by the Country Party is so serious and
far-reaching that it would be regrettable if
we failed to taken notice of it and regisier
a solidl protest against any bartering away
of executive power,

Mr. PICKERING: The member for Cool-
gardic (Mr. Tambert) said it was wot the
funetion of the LA.B. to redress the errors
of other departments. Tt is a recognition of
this fact that has led the Primary Producors’
Association to approach the Government with
u view to gefting a board whose funetions
shall be to advise the Government as to the
true position of certain clients: who eould not
make good under existing conditions. After
all it 3 only an advisory board. Tt must
not be lost sight of that its functions are
purely advisory, In my opinion any board
who rould advise under snch eritieal condi-
tions in such a direction as to make it pos-
sible to relieve the settlers who are burdened
with debt and retain to them a pessihility of
making good on the holdings where they have
spent years of strenuons teil, would be con-
ferring @ great service on the State. The
Leader of the Opposition said he had two
ohjections, one was that there was no occa-
sion for another hoard and the other was that
such a board should be nominated by a politi-
ral organigation. I think T have made it
clear that it is mnecessary and advisable to
huve such a board, Any reflection on the
nrganisation was quite unwarranted. The

The present board is an

It is the
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organisation, quite apart from its political
uspect, had in view the best interests of the
State,

Hon, P. Collicr: I made no reflection on
the organisation. I was protesting against
the prineiple~-an entirely different thing,

Mr. PICKERING: I am ust reflecting on

the Lieader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: No, but you said I re-
flected on your organisation.

Mr. PICKERING: I am putting what I
understood to be the view he expressed. If
I am mistaken T am prepared to withdraw.
Thal was the impression T gathered from his
remarks. The hon. member said he thought
it only right that every farmer in this State
should support the organisation which stood
for his representation. T agree with him,
Every farmer in Western Australin should
realige the great heoefit received from the
Primary Producers’ Association and the
memhers of the Country Party whoe repre-
seat him in this House. Tf this is so, and
1 believe a great majority of farmers do be-
long to this organisation, it would be almost
impossible to get a selection of farmers who
would not be elected by representatives of
the Primary Producers’ Association. There-
fore it does not matter whether exception is
taken to this principle or not. It would be
mmpossible to escape from the position of
having on the board representatives elected
by members of the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation and associated with the Country
Party. There is the whole position; whether
it involves a principle or not, that would in
fact be the case. The board would be elected
by people directly associated with the or-
ganisation we have the henour to represent,

Hon. P. Collier: Not at all; the Govern-
ment could appoint them.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not helieve in
Government-appointed boards.  [n view of
the vonditions, this scheme is muechk Ffairer.

Hon. . Collier: You helieva in a political
organisation making appointments to deal
with Government sccurities.

Mr, PICKERING: I believe in hoards
Leing representative of the people, TIf they
are clecled by organisations, they are more
representative than if appointed by the Gov-
ernment. In any case, I maintain that when
anpointed by the organisation assoeinted
with the movement, they would be better
fitted to fill the positions. It must be borne
in mind that appointezs must he farmers in
no way conneeted with the T.A.B. and under
no obligation te the Dhoard. Therefore, why
fear that this organisation wonld do any
greater injuatice than any other organisa-
tion?

The Premier: They have no pnwer.

Mr. PICKERING: Their only nower is to
recommend to the Government two neminees.

The Premier: To the bnard.

Mr, PICKERING: Well to the hoard. If
the recommendations are not satisfactory,
ard the hoard have every means of investi-
pating the fpoint, the recrommendations will
not be borne in mind. I am satisfied there
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need be no fear in the minds of the people of
this State that any injustice will be done to
the country or to its finances by the appoint-
ecs to the advisory hoards, nor do I fear that
the decistons of these hoards wiil be other
tHun henefieial te the State whieh they will
b clected to serve.

ltem, Assistant Controller, Soldier Settle-
wment Scheme, £456:

Mr. PICKERING: Yho is rceferred to
here? T wunderstand Mr. Richardson is the
vontroller,

The PREMIER: Mr.
Controller now.

Hon. . (*ollier:
ment.

The PREMIER: Mr. Richawlson, hefore
he hecame Controller of Croup Settlements
wias Assistant Controller of Soldier Settle-
ment,

Lami Settlement for Soldiers and Group
Settloement:

Ttem, Permancent and temporary salaries of
oflicers of other deparfments, also Lands De-
partment, £14,000.

My, A, THOMSON: [ assume that this
item eovers gronp settlement in the South-
West.

The Premier:  Yes.

Mg, A, THOMSOX: There is another
phase of group scttlement as regards which
the Government, T regret, have ro far made
very little even in the way of o start. The
Premier hag stated that he proposed to es-
tablish settlers on 10,000 ncrey of vine grow-
ing land. When [ returned here on the 15th
Augnst, T was under the impression that that
branch of settlement was to be procceded
wit!; immediately. Has anything been done
ret
? The Premier: You have not said a word
to me¢ about it during the lust few months.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 made ingniries in
the departments. [t has been reported that
lands along the Great Southern railway are
quite suitable for viticulture. T believe that
up to date the Government have not cven
decided when and where to start their viti-
cultural scheme. The State is losing valuable
time, and the money devoted to vitienlture
would yield a quicker and safer return than
some of the expenditur: on group settlement
in thr South-West. I will n¢t dammu the
scheme of group settlement at all; I ¢onsider
it a wise seheme. The Premier, I vnderstany,
has waived the stipulation that all men goinyg
on group settlement must have 12 inonths’
experience.

Hon. P. Collier:

The Premier:

White is assistani

But this is soldier settle

Has that been waived?
Only as regards experien.cu |

men,
Mr. A THOMSON: If we have the right
instructors for immigrants intended for

group scttlement, ne need not ask immigrants
to lose 12 months at bush whacking.

Hon. P. Collier: But in that way a man
learns to rouzh it a bit.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The great bulk of
the people eoming out are workers, and are
quite prerared to rough it. The Government
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might make a greater cffort to secure men
with capital. We are devoting ourselves
mainly to obtaining immigrants who have
neither capital nor experience. I am some-
what fearful as regards the groups in the
South-West. I wonder what 'will bappen when
the period of 10s. per day comes to an end?
Of course, if any member dares to stand up
here and voice his opinion, the Premier im-
mediately asswnes that that member is
agpninst the scheme. [ am just as good a
Woeset Australian as the Prewier, and have
just as great faith in the scheme as the
Premier has,

The Premier: I am glad to hear it.

Mr, A, THOMSON: The Government are
paving men who are on land which is geing
to cost anything up to £40 per sere to clear.

The Premier: Who tokl you that?

My, A, THOMSON: We had that state-
ment made by the member for Collie when
moving for a Royal Commission.

The Premier: That 1id not refer to group
scttlement at all

Mr. A. THOMSON: [t will be interesting
to learn the facte when we get the returns.
We have alreardy the statement made by the
Premier that £7 per nere has been written off
the cost of rlearing one estate.

The Tremier: That is not group settle-
ment at all. Stiek to your point.
The Minister for Apgriculture:
cstate was cleared by day labour,

Mr. A, THOMSON: Ts not clearing on
group scttlements Leing done by day labour?

The Promier: No.

AMr, A. THOMSON., The men are getting
10s. per day, and they work from 8 a.m, till
5 pan, and they have no guarantee which
particular block is going to be theirs indi-

And that

viduoally.
Hon. P. Collier: But it is not the same
principle. Paying men 10s. per day susten-

anee when working for themselves is a differ-
ent thing from day labour.

AMr. A, THOMSON: I am going to show
that they are not working for themselves alto-
gether,

The CHATRMAN: There is no provision
liere other than for officers. There is nothing
here about clearing land.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 8till, we are dealing
with group settlement. There is an item for
incidental cxpenses, £1,100, which must re-
for partly to group settlement.

The CHAIRMAN: But that does not
cover the range of the hon. member’s re-
marks, The hon. member must deal with this
as administration, and not as a settlement
scheme, Here we are dealing only with the
officers.

Mr. A. THOMSON: When are we going
to get an opportunity to diseusy group settle-
ment ¥

Tht CHATRMAN: On the Loan Estimates,
where the money is providedt.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Well, T want to deal
with administration at the present time. Men
are sent down to a certain group, and we
know that the conditions undar which some ot
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them have had to work were rather adverse.
That was shown by the articles of ‘¢Politi-
cus.’’ We followed them with much interest
and also with a certain amount of alarm.
" The Premier: You would be sure to say
hat.

Mr. A. THOMSON: One must not say
anything against the Premier’s schemes, 1
contend that the ballot ought to take place
a8 soon as the mew are sent down to a group
settlement.

The Premier: What fort

Mr. Davies: That would be faial.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I will show that it
is fatal under present conditions, hecause the
men are working wnder day labour.

The CHATRMAN: I am afraid I cannot
allow the hon. member to do that.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: Thizs is all adminis-
tration, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: The item does nct deal
with cleuring of land.

Mr. A, THOMSON: But it deals with ad-
ministration in that connection.

The CHAIRMAN: It deals with salaries
of oflicers.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: T want to show how
the administration is being earried ot

The Premier: You do not seem to know.

Mr. A. THOMSBON: Evidently the Pre-
mier does net want me to tell the Comnittee
what I do knew. The men work from 8 a.m.
to 5 pam, but there 38 no incentive to
them

Th CHAIRMAN: These officers?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The men under the
supervision of one of these officers.

The CHATRMAN: But the men who are
working under these officers are not provided
for in this item. The hon. member must
keep within the item.

Mr. A. THOMSON: There ia a foreman
appointed and he is paid to supervise these
men. Surely snch supervision comes within
the purview of the item?

The CHATRMAN: That is supervigion,

Mr. A. THOMSON: T want to inform the
Committee what work that foreman is super-
vising. I want to have him directed differ-
ently. At present there is no incentive for a
man on a group scttlement to work. The
blocks should be allocated to the individual
settlers when they go there. Then the men
could work their eight hours a day, and fur-
ther, if they liked, they could put in a few
Tonrs more on Saturdays clearing their land.

The CHATRMAN: I cannot allow the hon.
member to discuss the whole prineiple of
group settlement under this item.

AMr. A. THOMSON: Unfortunately we do
not aprear tn he allowed to discnss it at all.

The (HAIRMAX: T ecannot ielp that.
However. there will he an onportunity on the
Loan Estimates fo deal with the wmatter.

Mr. A, THOMSOX: Am T permitted to
discuss a form of group settlement which
the Premier in his speeech stated would be
introduced ?

The CHATRMAN: The Uon. member can
discuss group settlement,
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Mr. A, THOMSON: I was endenvouring
to do that.

The CHATIRMAXN: The hon. member can
discuss the officers included in the item,

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is what . have
been cndeavouring to do, Sir,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member has
been discussing the whole system of group
settlement, and there is no item here for
that expenditure.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Is not part of that
£1,100 which is being spent for incidentals
being spent on the group settlements?

The CTTAITRMAN: The hon. member knows
well that that amount would net go far in
clearing group settlements, It is incidental
only in regard to the salaried officers and
office cxpenses. The hon. member knows well
what it means.

Mr, A, THOMSOX : When I returned from
England [ had the pleasure of introducing to
the Premier a gentleman who was keenly
desirous of entering one of these seltlements.
He asked the Premier when a start could be
made and the Premier’s reply was ‘‘to-mor-
row. !

The CHAIRMAXN: I cannot allow that
diseussion at this stage.

Tlon. P. Collier: Did that man make a
start?

Mr, A, THOMSON: He has gone Ilast. I
regret that T am not able to proceed with
this diseussion. I shall be compelled to move
a dirert motion at A later stage.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member will
have ample opportunity to discuss ihe matter
on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tf I were to move to
reduce the vote would I be in order?

The CHATRMAN: There is no vole o re-
duce. These items are just shown as salar-
ies being paid out of revenue. There is no
item and the Committee are not called upon
to pass any item,

Mr. LOTEY: T have had a little to do
with My, McAdam and Mr, Richardson, and
T have found both to be able officers. 1 am
pleased to know that the Premier insists that
new arrivals must have 12 months’ experience
before going on to group settlements, The
officers in question have had considerable ex-
perience.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What experience have you
hai of their experience?

Mr. LUTEY: T have had some experi-
ence on the land, but I doubt whether
I would pass muster befnte those gentlemen.
It is only proper that intending settlers
should have some egperience before taking up
areas. T wish to know what has been done
in the way of marketing produce. We have
heard mothing ahout that, Has anyone been
appointed to deal with that question?

The PREMIER: We mnst not foroet that
wa are gtill living on imported produce, and
that we are endeavouring to find markets for
our stuff all the time. We have £2,000,000
worth of produce to cateh up before we can
start to export.
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[This concluded the Estimates of the De-
partments of Land and Repatriation.]

Colonial Treasurer’s Department — Hon,
Sir James Mitchell, Minister.

Votes—Treasury £14,782, Andit £11,994—
agreed to.

Vote—Compassionate allowances, £764:

Mr. JOHXSTOXN: I expected to find under
this heading an item arising out of a fesolu-
tion carried in this House towards the close
of last scssion in eonnection with the case
of Thomas Mable. This matter is familiar
to hon. members.

The Premier:
this vote.

Mr, JOHNSTOXN: The matter was dis-
cussed at great length on the motion of the
present Colonial Secretary. I am amazed to
find that the Government have wmade an offer
te pay Mable £100 as a compasgionate allow-
ance, and it is not surprising to know that
this sum was refused by Mable. Mr. Samp-
son when speaking in January last on this
subjeit said—

The case of Thomas Mable is one which,
T believe, will receive the sympathetic con-
sideration of all those who give atten-
tion to it

Then the hon. member went on to describe
the circomstances of .the case. I merely wish
now to quote the coneluding paragraph of the
hon, member ‘s speech, which fairly covers ihe
ease, I shall have nothing to add to that.
Mr, Sampson said—

I maintain that a very grave injustice
was done to this unfortunate man. He did
not receive the consideration whick a patient
should receive from a Government de-
partment., The department should have ad-

It would not come under

ministered his affairs and protected his in-

terests. I appeal to members to support

the motion, because by so doing they will

be doing justice to a man who has suffered
grave iuwjury.

Mr. Teesdale: Whom is that by?

My, JOHNSTON: The Hon, Mr. Samp-
son. I wish to congratulate the Colonial See-
retary on that, so soon after delivering that
speech, he finds himself in the fortunate posi-
tion of administering the department whose
duty it would be to give this unfortunate
man, Mable, the redress which the Colonial
Secretary, as a vprivate member, so ably
moved should be given him., In view of the
lion. member’s speech, T cannot understand
why the offer made so far should be only
£100. T hope the enervating influence of
office has not already damaged the Colonial
Secrotary’s cxpressed desire to do justice to
Mable. If there is one member of the House
who might be expeeted to aet fairly and
squarely towards Mable, it is the Colonial
Secretary, who is now in a position to put
into operation his desire to relieve this un-
fortunate man, The instruction of the House
was that a compassionate allowance should
ba granted to Mable. This was carried unani-
mongly. The Colonial Secretary, then a pri-
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vate member, wanted sometbing more than
that done,

Mr. O'Loghlen: He does now, too.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I feel sure he does, I
applaud the Colonial Secretary for the gen-
crons cxpressions to which he gave vtterance,
and I ask him to carry those desites into
cffcet now that he has the opportunity. Last
week T asked a series of questions on this snh-
ject, conelnding with, **'Will the Government
make o full statement of their intentions in
this matter?’’ The Premier replied, *¢ Yes. '’

The Premier: I told you all about it last
week.

Mr., JOHNSTON: I should like the full
statement which the Premier said he would
give to the House. Sinee the House carried
a resolution on the subject, I hope the Gov-
ernment will give effect to the desires of the
House in no niggardly spirit. Whilst only
£100 has been offered to Mable aa compas-
sionate allowance, we have already spent £825
in inquiring into his case. In view of the
recommendations put forward, and of the ex-
ccllent speech hy which the Colonial Secretary
sy moved the House, it is inconceivable that
nothing more than £100 should be offered to
Mable. I lhope adeguate justice will be done
te him, and done quiekly.

The PREMIER: The lon. memher knows
than an inquiry is now being conducted into
this case by officers of the department. He
knows what has happened, and he knows why
the item conld not eome under this veote.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Waa the offer of £100
made on the strength of inquiries beld?

The PREMIER: No, the ingquiry is in pro-
cess now. I do not know what was done prior
to the ofter of £100. The hon. member knew
what was happening. It is a good thing we
have f‘Hansard,’” not beeause of the speech
quoted by the hon, member to-night, but be-
cause of the reeord it affords of speeches
which the hon. member himself has made,
However, nothing more can be said, pending
the inquiry now in progress.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T want to bring under
notice the case of a man who lost his eye at
Newdegate. Three or four depntations to the
Government, arranged with a view fo securing
some compassionate allowance for this man,
have heen without avail. It is a most dis-
tressing case. Because the vietim was 40
miles away from settlement, he had to wait
three weeks before he could be removed, and
so he lost the sight of his eye. Compensation
has been refused. He was one of the elearers
at Newdegate. He had no means of his own.
He was sent there as one of the unemnloyed,
and he received his injury while at his work.
The Crown Law authorities rule thas he is not
entitled to compensation under thea Workers’
Compensation Act.

The Premier: He was not working under
eontrol.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But on the broad hu-
manitarian groonds on which the Colonial
Secretary 50 effectively appealed in another
case last year, I put it to the Premier
that a citizen should not be treated so
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callously. The accident was largely the
result of Government negligence, throngh
whieh the man has suffered intensely and has
lost his eye, If he is not a fit subject for a
compassionate allowance on a small seale, 1
chould like to know whe is. I hope something
will be done, seeing that the stupid law which
has just broken down in the covrts does not
recognise this man's claim for compensation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We know that under
the Workers’' Compensation Act the man is
not legally entitled to compensation.

The Premier: He was a contractor.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The House, when it
passed the last amendment to the Workers’
Comprnsation Act, believed that the amend-
ment covered men engaged in such work as
this man was doing, namely, picee work. Tn
furtherance of that belief a case was taken to
the High Court, where the Government was
good enough to earry an appeal from the Su-
preme Court finding on this very point. The
High Court wvpheld the decision of the Sa-
preme Court, and declared that piece work
did not come under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act as we alf thought it did. The Hounse
I believe, would have ne hesitation in rectify-
ing that omission in an amending Act. T do
not profess to be an fait with the details of
this erse, further than te understand that a
man working at clearing at Newdegate lost
the gight of his cye. Thiz man has a moral
claim for a compassionate aliowance, if only
large cnough to recompenze him for lost time
and the cxpense to which he has been put. I
hope the Premier will favourably eomgider the
case.

The PREMIER: It was never intended that
the law should apply to contractors. The case
that went to the High Counrt was that of the
widow of a timber hewcr.

Hon. P. Collier: Is not this case on all
fours?

The PREMIER: No, this man was a2 eon-
tractor. IIe was not under control. The anty
control exercised over him wounld be an in-
spe tion of his work.

Tlon. . Collier: He was rather a piece
worker under control than a contractor.

The PREMIER: Tt is diffieult to draw the
line hetween piece work and contract werk,

Mr, O'Loghlen: You will admit that it is
rather a sad case.

The PREMIER: I do not know the easz
Tt was not put to me.

Hon. P. Collier: The man who i3 clearing
dand at so much an arre is on all fours with
the man who is hewing slecpers at £o much
per sleeper.

The PREMIER: A man clearing 200 acres
would not he a contractor under control. If
the hon. member will supply the man’s name
F will look into it.

Hon. . Collier: Thompson was the name.

Mr, MeCALLUM: There is a distinction
between a man working as this man was and
a contractor. A eontractor enters into a bond
to carry out a certain job. This man was
paid se much an acre for clearicg. It was
a piece work job.

The Premier: Noa.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, McCALLUM: It wag «lcarly a ques-
tion of picce work, The Government did not
eall for a price for clearing, but offered the
work at a certain price and it was taken hy
this wan.  Although no vne was supervising
the work, it was allotted to him. [ know of
a case where a man was working for the
Kurrawang Wood Company. Although
it was a fine point as to whether he
wag doing piece work, or whether he was 2
wapges man or a contractor, there was no diffi-
culty in arriving at a settlement with the
company. ‘There are other employees for
whom the Government are paying insvrance,
but who do not come under the .Aet. Caszes
have been fought in the courts, and, often
after the jury has given a decision in favour
of the injured man and the judge has upheld
their deeision, an appeal has heen made to a
higher court, I refer to a case in eonnection
with the State Stenmship Service. The Gov-
erument should not lend themselves to that
sort of thing. The insurance company are
merely using the name of tho State in order
to conduct this appeal. If the State’s name
is uged, the Governn ent should insist on the
company doing a fair thing.

The Premier: People cannot go outside
the law when it suits them.

AMr. MeCALLUM: The State should not
lend itself to depriving an injured wan of an
amount which the jury has awarded to him,
in this rase £480,

The Premier: T know of another case in
Fremantle in whieh the man returned to
the wharf after a few months.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Not as soon as that.
In most cases the Government have been
lenient and I hope they will continue to be

B8O,

The PREMIER: The Government have
been particularly lenient in nearly every
case. Men have becn clearly outside the
Workers’ Compensation Aect, but have been
assisted in all kinds of ways. We ought to
keep within the law. It is a dangerous
thing io go outside it. If a man would
take out his own policy, it would save a lot
of trouble, and, in the case of a person who
was earring more than the limit provided
hy the Act, he would get a lot more money
than the Government wonld give him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last year an amount
was paid to the widow of the late Mr. F.
D. North. TUnder what circumstances was
it paid?

The PREMIER: That would he an
amount due for the balance of leave when
My, North died, He was entitled to long
leave.

Hon, T, Collier: e had six months long
service leave.

The PREMIER: Ile died Lefore the long
service leave expired.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Government Savings Bank £32,864.

Mr, ANGELO: On two or three ocrasions
I have pointed ot the disadvantage of
having chartered banks as agents for the
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Government Savings Bank. The chartered
banks acting in that capacity would not
put forth their best energies to get business
for the Savings Bank, At one place the
manager of a bank approached a depositor
who had semething like £600 in the Savings
Bank, and pointed out that it would be to
his advantage to place the money on fixed
deposit with his bank for 24 months and
receive 5 per cent. instead of 314 per cent.
from the Government.

Hon. W, (., Angwin: He could have got
it from the Government on Treasury bonds.

The Premier: There may be one c¢ase of
that sort.

Mr, ANGELO: T am certain there are
other cases. The chartered banks Jook for
their own business, and the business of the
Savings Bank must be a sccondary con-
sideration.

The Premier: Would you have us give
the Bavings Bank’s uagencies to country
storckeepers?

Mr. ANGELO: In many cases they would
be better agents than the chartered banks.
If the manager of the Savings Bank were
to appoint better agents, the business would
inerease.

Mr. Mann: I heard the Under Treasurer
give exidence on the Leschen case. He
found fault with the late manager, because
he had given agencies to country store-
keepers.

Mr. ANGELO: In Carnarvon, at the time
when there was a large number of men
employed on the meat workas, the ehartered
bank that was the agent for the Govern-
ment Savings Bank would not open on Fri-
day night to aceept deposits. The Com-
monwealth Savings Bank seized the oppor-
tunity, and got in deposits at the rate of
something like £6,000 a week. Tn that way
we lost a lot of buginess,

Mr. Mann: We have lost many avenues
of business.

Mr. ANGELO: It is not a good thing to
appoint as agents people who are doing the
same class of business.

Mr. Davies: The chartered bank agents
at Midland Junction used to open on
Priday night.

Mr. ANGELO: The manager of the State
Savings Bank might look info this matter.

Mr. O0'Loghlen: Would you supply him
with the names of suitable agents that yom
know of?

Mr. ANGELO: I would readily agree to
do that. We are being exploited by the
Commonwealth Savings Bank, and do not
want to be exploited also by our agents,

Mr. MARSHALL: T am surprised at the
attitude of the member for Gascoyne, who 1
am afraid will be ealled over the coals by the
Associnted Banks when he leaves this Cham-
ber,

Mr. Angelo: I do not follow you, but 1
suppose yon are vight.

Mr. MARSHALL: Only a few days ago
the member for Gascoyne urged us not to in-
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terfere with private enterprise in banking. Of
reccent  years the State Government bave
undertaken the transfer of Savings Bauk
agencies on the Murchison from the Asso-
ciated Banks to clerks of courts.

The PREMIER: TUndoubtedly our Savings
Bank is at a disadvantage threugh the loss of
the post offices as agencies. Still, there are
very few managers of banks who, acting as
agents for other institutions, would say to a
man coming to them for the purpose of mak-
ing a deposit in one of those ofher institutions,
“*Oh, deposit your meney with vs.?’

Mr. Angelo: I know of an authentic case.

Tht PREMIER: Wherever we can use
State puhlic servants as agents for the State
Savings Bank, we do so.

Mr. LAMBERT: This institution calls for
a clear and elose review. It is indeed regret-
table that we have lost the post offices as
ngencies. Possibly a greater degree of ccon-
omy would be attained if it were possible Lo
bring these institutions under cne head. Aus-
tralian hanking is largely overdome. It is
not ensy to determine the extent to which we
can promote State interests while working in
with the Commonwealth Government; but we
can cxploit other agencies through which we

an secure the control of a larger portion of

our people’s available cagh. I agree with the
memher for Gasecoyne that these agencies
should not be placed in the hunds of the As-
sociated Banks. It has been suggested that
the Premier is negotiating with the Federal
Government to take control of our State Sav-
iugs Bank,

The Premier: When there iz anything to
tell, I will tell you.

Mr, LAMBERT: It would be interesting
for the Committee to know. There can be no
negotiations which should not be diselosed to
this Committee. N

The Premier: There are no vegetiations go-
ing on now. I told the House long ago that
immediately there was anything to communi-
cate [ wounid inferm hon. members. How-
cver, I do not want the public to get it into
their minds that negotiations are going on.

My, LAMBERT: T would like to see the
State Savings Bank stablised. In any reason-
able sized town we shonld have a branch of
the State Savings Bank, with a manager. The
pecple of this State are sufficiently patriotic
to patronisc their own bank, While the ae-
tivitiea of the bank are circumscribed as at
present, we shall not get the funds that we
should for the development of the State. In
outback districts the State Savings Bank is
often represented merely by a metal plate
bearing the word ‘‘State Savings Bank.’’ We
ean only garner in the available eapital of the
country by establishing branches of the State
Savings Bank wherever there i3 scope for
them. The financial stringency of this State
is due to the fact of almost every monetary
agency being banded over to the other fel-
low. The Associated Bauks figuring in 8t.
George’s Terrace are far too many for so
small a community as this,
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Mr. Davies: Do you think we ought o
hiave two savings banks here—Commonwealth
and State?

Mr, LAMBERT: That is a Guestion of po-
licy. We should not hand over to the Com-
monwealth one vestige of power that it is pos-
sible for us to retain and properly control,
There are too many middlemen in this State
battening on the people. There are 42 ju-
surance companies, besides trustee eompanies
and other institutions. garnering in the sur-
plos cash of the people. 'The attitude of
those enterprises is, ‘‘If we think it worth
while to lend money to you, we will do so;
aud if we do not think it worth while, well,
be dumned to you!’’ All those companies are
performing functions which should be tha
business of one single authority.

The Premier: You eannet lave too many
financial houses if yon want money.

Mr, LAMBERT: One can have too many
people performing the one function.

Mr. Davies: That applics in every walk of
life.

Mr. LAMBERT: There is ne analogy be-
tween the butcher and the baker, on the one
band, and, on the other, the man who has
the right to garner in the svrplus cash of
the people. When the Government want cash
for development, they go to that other fellow
and say, ‘‘ Will you lend us money at 5% per
eent.?’’ Where are the insnrance companies
operating in this State lending their money!
What is the limit to which the Assoeiated
Banks are prepared to lend in Western Aus-
tralia? Half our agriculturalists would be
bankrunt if they had to depend on the As-
rocinted Banks,

Mr. Angelo: Yon will find that the ad-
vances of the banks here are greater than
their depesits.

Mr. LAMBERT: This multiplicity of
agencies is adad thing for the State. I be-
lieve that if we showed energy in our savings
bank buosiness, establishing a branch in every
small town of the State, the Federal Govern-
ment would say, **We will give you control
over the finaneial affairs of yvour State.”’
Otherwise the Federal Government will con-
tinne to think, ‘‘Sooner or later we will take
over the State Savings Bank of Western Aus-
tralia.?’

Mr. A. Thomson: How can the State Sav-
ings Bank possibly compete with the post
offires? When we open a hranch, we have to
pay full salaries.

Mr. LAMBERT: The thing is either worth
doing well or worth letting alone,

Mr. A. Thomson: Our margin of profit
would wnot be snfficient.

Mr. LAMBERT: The margin of profit
would he sufficient if the Government made
the State Savines Bank more elastie, if the
usefulness of the Bank were increased. TUn-
der such conditions a deal might be made
with the Commonwealth, but never while our
present sleepy attitude in regard to banking
eontinnes. A continnance of our present
policy will, in my opinion, mean that the State
Savings Bank will eventually he handed over

[ASSEMBLY.]

to the Commonwealth. We have State civil
servants all over Western Australia, and if
they were properly organised in this connee-
tion our bank would be a very scrious com-
[etitor to the Commonwealth Bank and the
Federal Savings Bank. I hope the Premier,
who is an old banker, will realise the necessity
for vontrolling all the finances possible and
that he will regard the discussion as a stimu-
lus to encourage the State Savings Bank
business,

Mr. PICKERING: I commend the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) for drawing
attention to this question. It is evident that
the State Savings Bank authorities do net do
all that is necessary to advertise their bhus-
iness. The argument used by the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) regarding the
non-utilisation of the Associated Banks was
also pertinent. Tt should be possible for
many Government officers to act in the cap-
acity of managers of local branches of the
Bavings Bank without adding very consid-
erably to *he cost of that institution. Wher-
ever there are poliee stations or schools, or
other branches of the Government service, it
shonl@ be possible for somcone to take charge
of the banking business in the locality. Tf
something were done in that direction it
would have a good effert on the operations
of the Savings Bank. The present system
of nerely having an enamel plate affixed to
a building indicating that Savings Bauk bus-
iness ean be transacted there should be de-
parted from, and more up to date methods
of advertising the business adopted. When
attending a picture show recently, I was much
struck by an advertisement thrown on the
sercen in the interests of the Commonwealth
Bank. There was a picture of the head offiee
of that institution, which was raised so as to
disclose a small deposit. The pieture of the
trank was lowered again and when it was
raised it was seen that the deposit had
grown. This was repeated a number of times
and showed that at the end of 20 years a
huge sum had aceumulated as the result of
the small investment originally made. Such
an advertisement carries weight with people
and it is only right, when we find the Com-
monwealth entering into so many avenues
which we eonsider should be rescrved for the
State, that we should take cvery step to secure
our own ends, thus making the State banking
institution nore popular. T have never been
in sympathy with the suggestion that our
Savings Bank should be handed over to the
Commonwealth. T have always resented any
infringement of the State’s functions by the
Federal authorities and T trust the Premier
will take into consideration the suggestions
hx hon. wmembers in eonpection with this vote.
When the Premier last spoke on this matter
it was in advoeaey of handing over this in-
stitntion to the Commonweaith. T hope. in the
light of reeent developments, and inguiries that
have heen made, the Premier will realise the
necessity for popularising the State institu-
tion. According to the Estimates, we pay
away snmething like £32,864 in connection
with the bank and we should have a better
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return for that money than we are getting.
The suggestion of the member for Coolgardie
that branches should be established in every
part of the State should be seriously consid-
ered by the Treasurer. Before the vote is
agreed to, I hope he will be prepared to give
the Committee his ideas on the matter.

The Premier: We are in favour of deing
more business,

Mr. PICKERING: Well, it is interesting
to know that.

The Premier: It is far more interesting to
hear from you because you know all about it.

Mr. PICKERING: My remarks have been
made with the object of securing some infor-
mation as to the pogition of the State’s bank-
ing institution.

The Premier: What de you want to know?

Mr. PICKERING: What are your inten-
tions regarding the State Savings Bank?

Hon. P. Collier: Are they honourable, for
instance?

The Premier: I want more money.

Hon. P. Collier: The discussion is like that
of a prospective father-in-lJaw cross-examin-
ing a would-be son-in-law regarding his fin-
ancial pogition.

Mr. PICKERING: This is a serious mat-
ter and should not be treated with levity.

Hon. P, Collier: That is quite correct,
but for goodness sake do smile sometimes.

Mr. Lambert: The Commonwealth bank-
ing business has made great progress within
a very short period.

Mr. PICKERING: Quite so. I hope the
Premier will not treat this as a jJoke.
Therc is no necessity for the two savings
banks. The business under that heading
should be in the hands of the State and
should not be interfered with by the Com-
monwealth Bank,

Mr. DAVIES: I wish to suggest one way
of popularising the State Savings Bank.
I refer to the cheques issued in connection
with that institution. In the past I have
done & considerable amount of business and
I know that the cheques of the institution
are looked upon with more or less suapicion
bv the chartered and Commonwealth banks.
Why that should be I am at a loss to under-
stand. Recently I have not had much to
do with savings hank cheques. Most of the
friendly socicties and many trade unions in
Western Australia invest their funds in the
State Savings Bank, drawing interest on
their current accounts. These people can
draw cheques on their current aceount and
while they are accepted as deposits in the
Commonwealth Bank, the chartered banks
used to charge exchange even though they
were metropolitan cheques. It is enstomary
to charge exchange on country cheques but
I did not know tilt then that it was done
in connection with these metropolitan
cheques. T do not know whether that
practice is being followed to-day. I would
like the Premier to make inquiries into
that matter and ascertain why the Com-
monwealth and chartered banks cannot give
the same recognition to eheques from the
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Government Savings Bank as is exiended
to the cheques of other banking inatitu-
tions. Perhaps hon. members do not realise
the great difficulties confronting the man-
agement of the State Savings Bank. There
should not be two such institutions here for
there i not the business for two to be done.
Tt is not possible for the State Government,
unless they erect their own premises in
country towns, to compete on terms of
equality with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, whe have the benefit of the use of
post office buildings for their banking
operations. An improvement has been
effected at Midland Junction, where the
clerk of courts is now acting as manager of
the local bank and accepts deposits. I hope
that system will be extended throughout
the State wherever there are eclerks of
courts.

Ilon. W. C. Angwin: In Victoria commis-
sioners have been appointed as a trust to
deal with the matter.

Mr. DAVIES: In almost every town in
Vietoria which is of moderate size savings
bank premises have heen erected. In the
area from Guildford to Perth therc is only
ong elerk of courts. It would not be
practicable for the SBtate to ercet banka at
each intervening suburb but the system of
asking storekeepers, o¢r people in similar
positions, to take charge of the savings
bank operations in their loealities is not cal-
culated to popularise the business. I am
satisfiel that the Government are fully
scized of the necessity for extending the
operationg of the bank and that everything
possible to achieve that end will be done.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the cheques for the
State Savings Bank were printed in a more
attractive form, that would tend to encour-
age the usc of them.

The Premier: The funds are the best
criterion.

Mr, McCALLUM: They are not, because
there are many people who will not take
these cheques. As a consequence, trades
union secretaries have io cash the cheques
before they can do the business with these
persons. The Commonwealth Bank has a
rather attractive looking cheque that is
nceepted by other banks. I think the objee-
tion is mainly on account of the appearance
of the cheque, beecanse the money of the
State is behind it. I do not agree that the .
advantage in favour of the Commonwealth
Bank arises from the fact that the post
offices are available for the Commonwealth.
The foet is plain that the Commonwealth
Bank has made more headway than the
State bank, but the explanation is more
likely to be found in the faect that the Com-
monwealth is engaged in general banking
business.

Mr. A. Thomsen: The use of the post
offices nassists the Commonwealth.

Mr. McCALLUM: I admit that that
helps the Commonwealth, but if the State
Government would comsider a proposal to
either amalgamate the business of the Agri.
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e¢wltuaral Bank with the State Savings
Bark, and adopt the principle of a general
State banking institution, they would find
it would work with considerable advantage
to Western Australia. There are no eon-
stitutional diffienlties in the way, and why
should we not have the advantage of a
banking system such as we see in New
South Wales? There the Government have
adopted the rural banking system, which
does the whole of the business for the
farming eommunity. So sutcessful have the
operations been during the past few years
that the auuthorifies have purchased an
cenormeous block of land in Sydney in order
to crect a palatial buailding in which fo
carry on their business. The Agricultural
Bank, having financed the farmer, and lent
money on securities that no other financial
institution would anecept, places the man in
a good sound position and at a stage when
his account would be of some value to 2
bank, he is told that he must take his
business to a private bank as the Agri-
cultural Bank will not do business with him
any further. Under existing conditions the
Agricultural Bank is really the vestibule
of the private banks. The Agricultural
Bank has establigshed the farmer and made
his account worth having. When he reaches
that stage and his sceurities are substantial,
the private banking institutions reap the
benefit of what could easily be utilised by
the State. If the Government adopted the
suggestion to amalgamate the Savings Bank
and Agricultural Bank, so as to cngage in
general banking operations, the money
wonld be available for the development of
Western Australia. I hope the Government
will make inquiries to see how the scheme
has operated in New South Wales and
ascertain whether it would not be worth
while going in for the same thing in this
State.

Mr. ANGRLO: Why was the revenue lasi
year only £10,000 as against an estimated
revenue of £21,000, showing a shrinkage of
55 per cent.?

The PREMIER: The money from the Sav-
ings Bank has been invested and the earnings
were less.

Mr. Angelo; Was it all lent to the Govern-
ment? .

The PREMIER: Yes, practically.

Mr. Angelo: Then it is merely a case of
going ont of nme pocket info the other,

The PREMIER: Yes, our business is a
very expensive one. I cannot accept the gen-
eral banking proposal as suggested by the
member for South Fremantle, buf T would
refer him to the gencral banking figures.

Mr. MeCallum: Why should not you, in-
stead of the other people, get the profit?

The PREMIER: T do not know that there
iy sueh a big profit in the businegs. The hon.
member sees profit in everything,

Mr. McCallam: The bankers see the profit.

The PREMIER: We arc not discussing
private banking. The guestion before us is
the Government Savings Bank.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Item, Manager Boulder branch, £345:

Mr. LUTEY: This item shows a reduction
of £4. What is the explanation of it}

The Premier: There was a ¢hange of man-
ager and that doubtless accounts for the dif-
ference.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Government Stores, £16,990—agreed
to,

Vote, Taxution, £12,993:

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Secing that the
Premier has given notiee of his intention
to bring down a taxation Bill, [ do not
wish to forestall discussion, but i3 it
intended to wmake provision to carry out
the wishes of Parlinment expressed last year
that reasonable travelling expenses be allowed
ty» persons going to and from their employ-
ment.  Both Houses agrerd to this Iast year
and the intention of Parliament was very
clear, hut I understand that a ruling has been
given hoth ways. T hope the Premier will
make it elear that travelling expenses must
be provided for.

The Premier: I will make a note of it.
Vote put and passed.
Vote, Workers’ Homes Board, £9,201:

Mr. DAVIES: T should like a declaration
from the Premier as to the intention of the
Government this year regarding workers’
homes, Are they going to have a general
policy to bunild homes in the metrapolitan
aren or do they intend to continve as during
the Jast 12 months? The position has been
very unusatisfactory in at least one case. A
man who has been in the employ of the Gov
ernment for many years applied for a work.
er's home, He had a wife and six children
living in a hovel and, owing to the searcity
of houses, was unable to find a decent plaec
to live in. This i3 a discreditable state of
affairs.

The Premier: Because of one case!

Mr. DAVIES: Members should know the
position, This man’s applieation was turned
down by the acting Premier, who said i
would be filed and would reeeive due eonsid
eration. T was informed that operations ha¢
ceased in the metropolitan area, but this re
jeeted applicant told me that a worker’
home was being built in his own distriet. 1
called for the file and discovered that a home
was being erected for a single man. Tt i
trone he was abont to be married. T founc
on the file words to this effect, **I know this
man has been put to considerable trouble re
garding his application and for that reasar
I rerommend that the loan Le granted.?’ 1
{0 not blame the Premier or the chairman of
the board, but someone is to blame,

Mr. A, Thomson: Why was the other mar
turned down?

Mr. DAVIES: Beeause it was not the
poliey to build homes in the metropolitar
area.

Hon, P. Collier: How long since?
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Alr. DAVIES: That occurred recently.
Accordiug to the return tabled in the House
28 homes weare built in the metropolitan area
during the last 12 months.

Hon. P, Collier: What are the exceptional
cireamstances under which the 38 were built?

Mr. DAVIES: Ifere is one case in which
a single man was granted the full amount
of £550. The Premier should ascertain why
this was granted.

The Premier interjected.

Mr. DAVIES: This is not a tin-pot affair.

The Premier: T o not know anything
about the ease.

Mr. DAVIES: T hope metnbers will gee that
justice is done, 1 would net have mentioned
this casc here had I bheen able to make any
headway with the department.

Mr, A. Thomson: Was it
amount required excecded £3507

Mr. DAVIES: No. It (oes not matter
what the house may cost, the Workers’ Homes
Bonrd will not advanece more than £550.

Mr- A. Themson: Perhaps hc had not sufli-
cient eapital to provide the necessary security.

Mr. DAVIES: The objection was not on
that score. Tt wag simply that it was not the
policy of the Workers’ Homes Board at this
Jjuncture to build the place. The price of the
horse did not affect the position. While that
application was being turned down, the other
was being granted.  The Premier has now
promised me that he will inquire into this
matter. No officer of the department anght
to have more influence than has a member of
Parliament; yet such an officer can minute a
file to the effect that an application ought to
be granted, and straightaway the application
is granted.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T cshould like the Pre-
mier to tell us whether the Government have
any idea of altering their policy in respect
to the huilding of workers’ homes in the
metropolitan area. There i3 a very great
shortage of houses here and in many instances
two or three families arc living in the one
home. Private enterprise is making but very
little nttempt to meet the situation. There iz
urgent need for a considerable number of new
houses in the metropolitan area.  Can the
workers look to the Government for any re-
licf? Hovse rents are higher than they have
ever been, the landlords having taken full
advantage of the demand. A house which a
few yeurs ago was rented for 12s. 6d. now
costs 25s. woeekly, which is altogether too mueh
te expert & working man to pay.

Mr. A. Thomson: What is your remedy?

Mr, McCALLUM: That the Government,
through the Workers’ Homes Board, make
inquiries in other countries to learn whether
any new invention for cheaper houses hng
been develored. If we continne as we are
pgoing, it will be Impossible for the working
man to ever secure a home of his own., How
can an ordinary working mao pay £60 or £70
per annum in interest alone, and in addition
rates and taxes and upkeep? One cannot get
a five-roomed house at much under £1,000. Tn
1914 T got the price of £670 for the building
of a house, A few months ago, on precisely
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the same plans and specifications, T got an-
other price. This time it was £1,400.

Mr. A. Thomson: At present prices you
cannot expeet people to build houses to let,
either.

Mre. MeCALLUM: We require some cheaper
means of construction. I do mot know
whether the Government have any information
as to the advance made in other parts of the
world with Edison’s patent. The Workers’
Homes Board should be in touch with what is
happening throughout the world.

Mr. Pickering: Labour is a very big item
in building,

Mr, MeCALLUM: No, not in proportion to
materinl,  Trommongery, timber, bricks and
cement have all gone up tremendously.

Mr. Pickering: Our own joinery is cheaper
than the imyported stuft,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Practically all the join-
ery 1sad is loeal. T should like to know from
the Premier whether the workers ean look to
the Government for relief in this dircetion,
whether there is any possibility of enlarging
the policy of building workera’ homes in the
metropolitan area?

The PREMTER: T do not know just what
the Workers’” Homes Board have done in this
respect, but of course they keep in tourh with
everything  going on elsewhere. Building
prices to-day are cnormous in ihe city and in
country towns alike,

Mr, A, Thomson: Building is cheaper in
country districts than in the city.

The PREMIER: No, that is not go.

Mr. Pickering: Take the price of bricks
at Katanning as against at Perth.

The PREMIER: A man on £4 per week
will cheerfully pay for a house at £550.

Mr, Willeock: It means a quarter of hig
wages,

The PREMIER: More, because he is not
always in work. We have endeavounred to
build houses in the country, but, unfortun-
ately, we cannot get people in the country to
take o sufficient number of them, and so0 we
have had to build some in Perth. I hope we
shall be able te build again in Perth 28 a
matter of policy. To-day a great deal of
moncy i8 being spent in Perth on war service
liomes. The pecple in the country are not
making anplications for homes. Those that
areg now heing built are beinz put up at a
more reasonable price. 1 doubt if we could
build any more brick houses in Perth with
the Inbour that is available. I do not know
the eircumstances surrounding the home given
to the signnlman who has been mentioned, We
have a little money at our disporal, and have
helped very deserving eases in the metropoli-
tan area. Ouly to-day I aunthorised the build-
ing of n home for the son of a widew who has
a number of ehildren.

Mr. MeCallun:  Is all the money that is
available being vsed for workers’ homes?

The PREMIER: Yes. It is cheap money and
we are lending it cheaply. It is the cheapest
money that i» being lent to-day. We can
do no more than we are doing.

Vote put and passed.

.
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Vote—Miseellaneous services, £81,066.
Item: South Afriean relief fund, £135:

Mr. LUTEY: Will the Minister kindly ex-
plain this item$®

The PREMIER: There are two or three
veterans who are getting a small pension.
For years we have been paying these small
amounts, although # is the responsibility of
the Commonwealth.

Item, Parks, Recreation grounds, ete.—
Grant for maintenance and jmprovements—
King's Park Board, £2,400; cther grounds,
£400:

Mr. LUTEY: The sum of £400 is very
small to cover all the other parks in the
State outside King’s Park. 1s this all that
is allowed?

The Premier: Yee.

Mr. PICKERING: The distribution of this
money is unjust. T have applied to the Treas-
urer for a small amount to assist in complet-
ing a recreation ground at Newtown.

The Minister for Apgrienlturc: Only one
ground?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. The loeal peo-
ple have collected a good deal of mduey and
have effected a great many improvements. A
sum of £10 or £20 iz requircd to complete
the work. We are told that no money is
available, and yet the Government ecan al-
Jocate £2,400 for King’s Park.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: When §id you ask for
the money$

Mr, PICKERING: In plenty of time for it
to be included on these Estimates. When 1
receive a definite reply from the Premier that
no funds are available for this purpoese 1
naturally understand that nothing will he
given. ‘The country people arc right in pro-
testing against the parsimony of the Premier.
I desire to enter a protest against the distri-
bution of this fund. 1 feel inclined to move
that the item be reduced by £1.

The PREMIER: Xing’s Park has al-
ways been a charge upon the State, but 1
agree that it ought to be a charge against
the people of Perth. Tt is, however, a national
park and I am sure members would not like to
see it go back. I have refused numerous re-
quests for grants from the country, but 1
have granted more rcquests than I have re-
fused.

Mr. Latham: Not from thia vote.

The PREMIER: We cannot make a park
at Bruce Rock like King’s Park,

Mr. Latham: You have not given a pound
towards one.

The PREMIER: We built Bruee Rock.

Mr. LATHAM: T, too, protest againat the
allecation of this amount. The Premier does
not give proper congideration to these mat-
ters. At a time when we are short of money
the Treasurer should curtail these grants, If
the moncy i8 given it should be equally ai-
vided hetween the various parks in the State.
The people of Perth should maintain Kinpg'se
Park. Recently T saw a beautiful park in
Kalgoorlie, but T see no grant here for it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The King’s Park
belongs to the State, not to the ity of
Perth.

Mr., LATHAM: But the King’s Park
is here in Perth, The York municipality, hav-
ing ne power to purchase land for the pur-
pose of a park, applied to the Treasury for a
small grant of £90, and received the invari-
able reply, of which we are sick, ‘*No money
available.’’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A municipality can
raise a loan for that purpose under the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act.

Mr. LATHAM: On that point there is
diversity of opinion. The whole of the parks
throughout the State should reecive small
grants,

Item, Imperial Exhibition, £1,700.

Mr, MeCALLUM: What is the Govern-
ment s policy as to this exhibition? The Press
informsz us that a Minister has gone East to
confer with Ministers there regarding what
ahall be done by the various States. - The
chairman of the Council of Industrinl Devel-
epment has gone with the Minister. Prob-
ably we shall find ourselves committed to a
huge expenditure without Parliament being
eonsulted,

The Premier:
any cexpenditure,

Mr, MeCALLUM: According to the High
Commissioner, it iz not to be an Empire
Exhibition really, and foreign countries
goods are to receive preference over those pro-
dured in Australia.

The Premier: J do not think that is so. The
High Commissioner has protested against
that statement, which was made by some per-
son in England.

Mr. McCALLUM: At all cvents, what is
the Government’s policy?

The PREMIER: Our share of the total
cost will be £5,000.

Mr. Lambert: That is the first instal-
ment 2

The PREMIER: That is te provide for
expenditure this year. A good deal of
preliminary work has to be done. We now
have exhibits-—of jarrah, for instance—in
England. We shall get value for the ex-
peunditure.

My, Lambert: Ts the £5,000 your total
commitment?

The PREMIER: It is expecied to be.

Mr. Lambert: Do you think it is a func-
tion of this State to spend money on an
exhibition like that?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Lambert: It is not worth twopence
for us to spend money on, The Common-
wealth should spend the money.

The PREMIER: As we pay, we have con-
trol of the exhibits in London. The state-
ment mentioned by the member for South
Fremantle has been denied. Our products
will be duly appreciated.

Mr. MeCallum: Was not there a resigna-
tion over the matter?

We are not committed to
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The PREMIER: I do net know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: So far as I have
been able to gather from Press cables, the
position i3 not at all satisfactory. It is
astonishing that there should be occasion
for the High Commissioner and the various
Agents General to make an emphatie pro-
test from the public platform against the
actions and proposala of the committee in
contro]l of the exhibition. I understand
that some of the timber used in the eree-
tion of the necessary buildings has come
from a country outside the bounds of the
Empire.

Mr. A. Thomson: That was only £1,000

worth of timber which could not he
obtained.
Hon, P, COLLIER: Even so amall an

item of foreign ovigin seems out of place
in a British Empire Exhibition.

Mr, A. Thomsen: That is seo.
supply everything.

Hon, P. COLLIER: As regards the cater-
ing the committee in control had decided
that the requirements of the ordinary public
would be supplied from within the Empire,
but that for the comparatively small num-
ber of aristocratic visitors to the exhibition
wines and cigars produced within the Em-
pire were too inferior in quality—snch
products must not be permitted to turn
sour the stomachs of aristocrats accustomed
to high-class tobaceo and vintages. What
a reflection on the products of the British
Empire! I would make those.visitors, were
they never so lordly, drink wine produced
within the Empire. The committee merely
say that ‘‘so far as possible’’ they will
obtain goods from within the Empire. That
announcement really leaves their hands
quite free. Probably they think it un-
fitting that aristocrats should be asked to
drink wines from ¢‘those beastly Colonies,”’

Hon. W. . Angwin: It is all right re-
garding what they can see and inspect; the
trouble comes in when they are asked to
drink.

Hon, P, COLLIER: T would like to sece
some of these gentlemen who want the
superior type of liquor, furced to drink some
of our ‘‘pinky.’’

Capt. Carter: What about somc of our
North Perth water?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, 1 hope some
exhibits will be sent forward to show the
British people what sort of fluid is supplied
as water to the citizens in the metropolitan
area.

Capt. Carter: The exhibits should be
adorned with the erest of the Minister for
Works.

Hon, P, COLLTIER: And, in addition, the
"fusual Ministerial explanation’’ should be
attached, In this evening’s ‘‘Daily News’’
I find a cable has been received regarding
the exhibition. It reads:—

A meeting of Agents-General to con-
gsider the Empire exhibition decided to
confer with the High Commissioner (Sir
Joseph Cook) in reference to the follow-
ing motion moved by the Agent-General

We can
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of Western Australia (Sir James Con-
nolly):—*"That a committee, consisting
of the High Commissioner, Agents-
General, and representatives of the Col-
onial Governments participating in the
exhibition, confer with the ecxecutive
council for the purpose of making a re-
port and recommendations for the carry-
ing out of the following policy: (1) That
ag far as practicable ail building materials
used at the exhibition shall be drawn
from the Dominions and Colonies with a
view to demonstrating the opportunities
and prospects offered people for residence,
land settlement, and the establishment of
industries in the Dominions; (2) that in
all contracts for catering and the sale of
products, ineluding wines and cigars,
none but Dominion and Colonial products
be used or sold; (3} that in letting all
catering contracts, first consideration
should be given to the promotion of an
effective permanent selling and catering
organisation within Great Britain, having
for its secle objeet the promotion, sale,
use, and consumption of Dominions and
Colonial produce; (4) that consideration
of invitations to confer with the execu-
tive of the exhibition contained in the
Duke of Devonshire’s letter be deferred
until the report is received.”’

Tt would seem that the Duke of Devonshire
had written a letter to the Agents General
inviting them to confer on the point raised
by those gentlemen during the past week
or two, So seriously did the Agents
General view the matter, that they deferred
consideration of the invitation from the Duke
of Devonshire until this question had been
considered, Who are the members of the
committee who control the exhibition? Have
the Governments of the wvarious States and
the Dominions any voice in the control,

The Premier: Yes, we have some say in the
matter.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: Tt would appear that
none of the States or Dominions have repre-
scntation on the ecommittee which is in sole
contrel of the exhibition. TIf that were not
80, it would never have gone forth to the
world that it was impessible to produce
within the Empire the goods necessary for
consumption in connection with the exhibition.
The position has been such that the Agents

General have had to make an emphatic
protest. Our ownm Agent General made
a strong protest because timber from

Western Australia was not employed in
conncetion with construction work, and now
we have the same complaint regarding articles
for consumption. I do not think Parliament
wouldl be justified in passing this vote blindiy.
We should not agree to an expenditure of
£5,000 or more and leave the whale thing to
those whe are running the exhibition. Ap-
parently we should not be content to leave
the sole eontrol in the hands of the eommittee
who have managed things so far. The Press
reports show that the position is most un-
satisfactory,
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The Premier: Probably the papers have
niade far more of the matter than the facts
would justify.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Probably thc Premmer
has received some cables from the Agent-
General.

The Premier: I have not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is clear that our
own Agent General has taken an active part
in the protests that have Leen made.

Mr. Teesdale: Wine, cigars and timber
have been mentioned! A lot of the Agents
General make a song about these things far
their own glorification.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Will the member for
Rocbourne say that the wines and cigars to
be used shonld be from some foreign eountry?

Mr, A. Thomson: Tt will not be an Im-
petial exhibition if they do that sort of thing.

Hon, P, COLLIER: That is the point.

Mr. MeCallum: They slhiould stock the res-
taurants with goods drawn from different
parts of the Empire.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It wounld appear that
these gentlemen who are controlling the ex-
hibition c¢onsid~r that superior wine cannot be
produeed within the British Empire.

Mr. Teesdale: As to wine, that would refer
to champagne, and we do not show up too
well in champagnes,

Hon. P. COLLIER: What we produce
should be guite good enough for them.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The reference to
wines and cigars was only raised after Me-
DNonalid resigned.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would appear as
though this was an afterthought.

Mr. MeCallum: There is the question of
preserved fruits being used as well

Hon. P. COLLIER: When MeDonald re-
signed and some explanation had to be made,
the commitfee said it was only a question of
the wines and cigars that would be used. 1
do not think we should participate in the ex-
hibition if our wines and cigars are not good
enough for these people.

The Premier: You will not find Western
Australian wines on the table in Parliament
House.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am referring to
Australian wines, not necessarily the Western
Australian article, We are asked to take
part in an Empire exhibitiop and that should
entitle us to say that the goods used in c¢on-
nection with the exhibition should ali come
from within the Empire. Many of the things
affected will pot be rroduced in Western
Australia, but we should see that everything
used_comes from one or other of the parts of
the British Empire. T douhbt very much if
the State's expenditure will stop at £5,000,
We are committed to an expenditure on a
population hasis and the amount of £3,000 is
purely ap estimate. ¥f the total ¢vpenditure
for Australia cxceeds the estimate, we shall
have to pay something extra on a ponulation
basis. There will be considerable exnenditure
within the State before the exhibition is held.
We have to run till 1924 and we now have a
eentral committee formed in Melbourne, con-
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sisting of Ministers from each State Govern-
ment. Further, we have a special committee
appointed for the State in Perth. .

Ilon, W, ., Angwin: Who are the wembers
of the State committee?

The Premier: That commitfce has not yet
heen formed.

Hon, P, CULLIFR: | want the Premier fo
undlerstand that T object to the same men
acting on cvery hoard and every eommittee
fermed in Western Australia,  Surely all the
braing and intelleet are not coufined to o
little soeial eirele in the city. Surely there
are others, besides that small ad  we see
appeinted ou every comwittee wnd  board.
Take any committee we like such us the Conn-
¢il of Imdlustrial Development or the Empive
Committee aud we find the general community
and large interests ignored, [ protest that
no one assoviated with the movement repre-
sented Dy this side of the House is consid-
cred good enowgh to take & seat on any of
these committees, We are ignored every time,
A few wen sitting in offives in St. George’s
terrace do not comprise all the Drains of the
community. Judging by the actions of the
Government, we are so short of men of cap-
neity that we must appoint members of the
Couneil of Tadustrial Development to the Tm-
pire Committee as well. TIncidentally there
are many free trips offering to members of
such committees, the expense of which will
run into £5,000 or more. Already the Min-
ister for Mines has gone to Melhourne, and
this in the busy portion of the session when
Estimates and Bills affecting his department
are awaiting consideration, When he re-
turnz we shall probably he asked to sit all
night and on additional days, merely to meet
the convenience of the Minister, who finds it
agrecable to be in Melbourne dwring the first
week of November.

Aby, MeCallom: For the Cup.

Ion. P. COLLTER: The Chairman of the
loeal committec, Mr, Nathan, has also gone
to Melbourne.

The Premier: I do not think he has gone
at the expense of the State,

ITon. P. COLLIER: He has gone as a re-
presentative of the State. He is chairman of
the State Committee.

The Premier: No committee has yet heen
formed.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T read in the Press that
n_committce had been formed and that Mr.
Nathan was chairman of the eommittee.

Mr. Teasdale: Appointed by the exhibitors?

Hon. . CCOLLTER; XNy, appointed by the
(iovernment.

The Premier: Nat by the Government.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Some of them are
gettine a leg in heforehand.

Tlon. P. COLLIER: How could he be ap-
joint 4 1y the exhibitors?

The Premier: T am sorry the exhibition is
going to be held. T know the people in Lon-
don an® T am sure they will do the right
thing. What has been done iz probahly the
work of .ome understrapper.

Hovr, T POLLTER: Therc is no need for
the app~'ntment of loeal committres who will
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find business in Melbourne every two or three
months, partieularly at those seasons when it
is agreeable to be in Melbourne, The Min-
ister for Mines i3 attending a meeting of the
central committee in Melbourne, and is hang-
ing up the business of the House as well ns
of his Department.
Mr, A, THOMSON : I move—

That progress he reported.
Motion negatived.

The PREMIER: A good mauny things are
bound to go wrong in connection with the ex-
hibition. We want to use the exhibition for
Empire products, but T do not think we
should be too critical regarding what is done.
If we go inte our own bar, we shall not find
any Western Australian wine.

Hon. P. Collier: But ihere is Australian
wine.

The PREMIER: Western Australian wine
is evidently not good enough and so we take
Victorian, I appreeiate what the Leader of
the Opposition has said, and I enter my pro-
test against the methods being adopted in
England, as indicaed in the Press cablegrams.
We want to be suitably i1epresented, but we
cannot expect everything to work smoothly.
In the end I am sure the exhibition will come
out well. We need *have no fear that those
regponsible will muddle through somehow,

Mr. MeCallom: Who is going to eontrol the
work here? Youn say a committee has not
been appointed.

The PREMIER: The Government will con-
trol it with the help of the committee. The
various industrics will be represented on the
committee. This is all that will happen here.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not think we necd
concern ourselves with the wine-guzzling
patriots who consider British winc not good
cnough to tickle their palates. What I am
conrcerned about is that the expense of the
exhibition should be borne by the Federal and
not by the State Government. I am not
aware that we have much to sell that we
could not dispose of without an exhibition.
We have cur wheat and wool which are
greatly in demand., The exhibition authoritics
are buying timber clsewhere to build the var-
ious stalls, cte. The exhibition might be a
good thing for the Eastern States, but for us
to find the money would be an unpardonable
waste of public funds, Tf it is desired to
held an Tmperial cxhibition, the Federal Gov-
ernment should pay the cost. We shonld not
allow the financial brigands in the East to
dodge their financial abligations.

Mr. Feesdale: All the other States are tak-
ing their jart.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1t is the obligation of the
other States.

Mr, Teesdale: You would be a miserable ¢x-
ception a~d not eome up to scratch.

Mr. LAMBFRT: Rurely to God the hon.
memher knows that the Federal Government
have exploited every avenue of taxation
in the State and acted Jlike so many

Ned Xellyst Now we are being asked
to provide £5000 or Z£10,000 to send

men to the seat of Empire to exhibit—
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what? We bave wool, wheat and timber
which we can sell in any market. Do we
require to spend thousands sending irre-
aponsible men like Mr. Nathan to London
to represent us at an Imperial exhibition?
If it is necessary to bave an imperial ex-
hibition, let the central authority pay for
it, not this bankrupt State in which every
taxpayer is greaning under taxation, direct
and indirect, which is imposed on him. It
is seandalous, and I hope members of the
Committee will realise their responsibility
and see that we as a Legislature assert our
rights and say to the Federal Government,
““If you want an exhibition, pay for it.”?

Mr. Lutey: Are the Commobnweaith Gov.
ernment contributing?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know and T do
not eare, They have never done anything
for Western Australia. This is a legitimate
expenditure for them. To-day we are main-
taining observatories and a lot of other
obgeure services which should be handed
over to the Commonweaith, I am surprised
that the Colonial Treasurer should endorse
this expenditure. He ought to say, *We
will not pay for the exhibition. We have
to meet our obligationms to the State, and
when we ean balance the State’s ledger it
will be time enough to launch out on an
expenditure of this description.’” It is a
scandalous proposal. Any man who followed
this course in his private capacity would be
impeached. T am not taking exception to
what the Treasurer has done, but I hope
that if My, Nathan is sent {o London, the
Federal Government, not this bankrupt
State, will acecept responsibility for the ex-
penditure. I trust some member will move
for a rednetion in this proposed expendi-
ture and so Jet us register our sense of
dignity and decency.

Mr. Teesdale: It would be a splendid
advertisement !  Thank God! nobody but
you would cry stinking fish as you have
done.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN: T am very much
surprised at the speech delivered by the
hon. member., It appears the boom and
burst policy has gone entirely; the party
has not only busted up, but the policy has
been altered. T am afraid I shall not be
able to claim for my party the title of *‘The
Sensible Party.’’ If there is going to be an
exhibition for the Empire, Western Auns-
tralia must be in it. We must not allow
our State to be kept in the background.
Still, the Federal Government should do a
great deal more than they are doing, They
have arranged to pay 2 certain portion of
the expense, and they call on the respective
States to pay the balance. In any case, I
cannot agree with the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) that we are on the
verge of Dbankruptcy. We have acquired a
pretty big overdraft, but that is fashion-
able, not only with States but with private
persens as well. I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that we, as a State,
should ingist that this exhibition must be
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imperial in its products. It is all very well
to say we canunot supply goods in Western
Australia, in Canada, or m other parts of
the Empire. In point of fact we can supply
goods from the Empire equal in all respects
to those from other parts of the world.
The Imperial Exhibition will demonstrate
that.

Mr. Money: Would it not be best to con-
fine ourselves to our best goods?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I de¢ not think it
would be best to have an exhibition show-
ing what the Empire can produce as a
whole, and then go to France for wines,
thus leading people to believe that we can-
not supply wines equal to those of Framce,
and so0, perhaps, to think that, likewise, we
cannot sapply other goods equal to those of
France. Our Agent General is to be com-
mended on the attitude he has taken,

Hon. P. Collier: He is either right or
wreng. If he be right, we should back
him; if wrong, we shounld call him off.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 think he is
right. No doubt the exhibition committee,
in looking to the catering for patrons, will
collect goods which are most convenient to
obtain. Nobody heard anything of thia
until Mr, McDonald resigned on the ground
that they were not providing imperial gooda
for the use of patrons of the exhibition,
The committee put up the paltry excuse
that Mr. McDonald was wrong, that they
were dealing ouly with wines and cigars.
Suhsequent reports on the activities of the
Agents General, particularly the Agent
Gencral for Western Australia, prove that
Mr. MeDonald was right. In confirmation
of this, the committee have varied the
stand they originally took up. Our timbers
are not suitable for all classes of buildings
in c¢xhibitions, but there are in New Zea-
land and in Capada timbers eminently
snited to the purpose. QOur timber is too
heavy for temporary exhibition bhuildings.
Still, there are other purposes conpected
with exhibitions for which our timber is
most suilable. It is our duty to back up
our Agent General. We require that the
exhibition should be imperial, that all the pro-
duets should be the products of the Empire.
We should not be a party to frand, or do
anything that will lead te people being mis-
taken in regard to the goods they purchase.
Wea should see that the exhibition is earried
out in such a way that every person going
there will find goods that are produced within
"the Empire. T am pleased to hear that the
State committee has not yet been appointed
atthough 1 anderstand that Mr. Nathan has
been appointed to vepresent Western Austra-
lia in the Eastern States,

The Premier: T understand he has already
gone.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: But he is not
representing the State, and has po right to
go there spending the people’s money,
th'l‘he Premier: I do not think he is doing

at.
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If he does not
spend it in fares and travelling expenses, he
is taking part in the expenditure of the peo-
ple’s money.

Hon. P. Collier:
an extra Minister.

Ho. W. C. ANGWIN: We may have
something more to say on this question later
on. It does appear that there are only one
or two men in the State in whom the Gov-
ermment have any confidenece.

Hon. P. Colliecr: TUpon all queations.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These men have
power to rcecommend the expenditure of public
funds.

Hon. P, Collicr:
of pounds.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have more
power than members of Parliament in that
reapect.

The Premier: Not at all.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I hope when the
committee is appointed it will comprise re-
presentatives of all sections of the community.

The I'remier: I will see to that,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If an exhibition is
held Western Aunstralia must be in it ao that
the world may know what goods we ean pro-
duce.

My, TEESDALE: [I*had the pleasure of
acting, ex officio, as the rcpresentative of
Woestern Australia at an important committee
meeting in the Eastern States connected with
the Imperial Exhibition. We sat unti! nearly
12 o’clock, and I heard a good deal of what
was proposed. I feel eertain there will be no
difficolty abont the interests of Australia be-
ing safeguarded. I heard Major Belcher and
ether members talking about it. I have
also foflowed the matter pretty closely since.
The Minister for Customs asked me to re-
prezent this State, and T agreed as I wanted
to hear what was going on. The delegates
could not have been more fair in their deter-
mination to give Australia every considera-
tion. Their one topic of conversation was
Australia. The trouble that has been men-
tioned emanated from one man in the first
instance, and not from the committee as a
body. It was some irresponsible individunal
who spoke about difficulties. Some trouble
did oceur in connection with the caterers.
They refused to put in a tender if they were
confined to Australian lines. The situation
was a diffienlt one. There are only about
three firms in the Old Country in the position
to tender.

Hon, W, . Angwin:

He is nothing else than

To the extent of thousands

It is an Empire ex-

hibition.
Mr. TEESDALE: T was at the last ex-
hibition. On some dayz the caterers were

called upon to pravide food for 100,000 peo-
ple. Tt would be a great pity if Woestern
Australia were left out of the exhibition,
when a small State like Tasmania can put up
its money. T ask members net to take notice
of the member for Coolgardie, who is not re-
sponsible for his statements. Fancy suggest-
ing that Western Australia has not enough
money to enable it to be represented at this
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Empire exhibition. It is a disgraceful admis-
sion on the part of a member representing a
one time important electorate,

Mr. Lambert: One time important!

Mr. TEESDALE: He wants us to emulate
the decay of his own town. We refuse to re-
cognise that Coolgardie ever existed, or was
once an important place. We are going to
maintain our position, despite the faet that
Coolgardie has gone to the wall.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I agree that Western
Australia should be represented at the exhibi-
tion. I hold the opinion, however, that al-
though we have decided to join in, there is no
occasion to rush into needless expenditure.
I believe that eventually this exhibition will
be found to have cost us more for adminis-
tratien in this State than for actually taking
our part in the vndertaking in Great Britain.
The Premier states that so far Mr. Nathan
bas not been appointed te any position.
Either Mr. Nathan has made an incorrect
statement, or the Premier’s memeory is at
fault.

The Premier: The matter has not come
before Cabinet yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then I am at a loss
to understand the statement which appeared
in last Thursday’s *‘‘Daily News''—

By to-night's trans express the Minister
for Industries (Mr. J. Scaddan) and the
chairman of the Couneil of Industrial De-
velopment (Mr. C. 8. Nathan) leave for
Melbourne in order to attend a meeting of
the Empire Exhibition executive.  This
morning Mr. Nathan said the object of the
exhibition wag to take stock of the re-
sources of the Empire, and fo show how
much of what is yet undeveloped or only
partially utilised, can be converted into
wealth, to bring to light the possibilities of
growing more grain and wool, more sugar
and more cotton, more timber and more
fruit, of mining larger quantities of metals,
and adding in every imaginable way to the
production of commeodities to meet the
world’s needs. It was peeuliarly necessary
that Australia shonld be thoroughly repre-
gented, as an ambitious programme had
been laid down, The Government had
asked him to act as chairman of the State
Committee—

The Premier: Mr. Scaddan may have asked
him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Nathan says, the
Government.

The Government had asked him to act as

chairman of the State Committee, which

would consist of numerous groups, and the
reason for the visit to Melbourne was to
find out exactly what programme was being
laid down for the Eastern States, so that

Western Australia could move "along on

similar lines.

That newspaper paragraph bears out that
Mr. Nathan knows more about the matter
than the Premier of the State knows. The
Premier is not aware of the fact that Mr.
Nathan has been appointed to act as chair-
man.
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Mr, Teesdale: Mr. Nathan always is ap-
pointed; so he took it for granted. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I protest against the
functions of the elected of the people being
set aside by a man who has been elected by
nobody. I have no personal feeling whatever
against Mr, Nathan, and I believe him to be
a very able man, who has of late years de-
voted considerable time to the development of
industries. But, that nothwithstanding, I say
it iy e¢vidence of the imsidiously irresponsible
way in which the government of the country
is being conducted, when we have Mr, Nathan
acting in the capacity of an extra Minister,
when we find him having almest the final say

"as to whether public funds shall be devoted

to the establishment of industries here. Are
we so bankropt of men capable of action that
we have to fall back on Mr. Nathan invari-
ably? He ias chairman of the woollen mills,
a private concern, and chairman of the Coun-
¢il of Industrial Development, and now he is
appointed chairman of this exhibition com-
mittee.  To-night the Premier himself is
found to be unaware of Mr. Nathan's latest
appointment, Is not that evidence of the
irresponsible manner in which the Mirnister
for Blines carries onf

The Premier: The committee has not been
appointed,

Hon. P, COLLIER: But Mr. Nathan says
it has. The Premier was not able to tell us,
as Mr. Nathan was able to tell the ¢‘Daily
News,”’ that the committee would consist of
various groups. It is monstrous that mem-
bers of this Parliament have to be nonenti-
ties as compared with Mr. Nathan, Why
should it be necessary to send two men from
this State to the central committee at Cup
time, drawing expenses and allowances day
by day? Apparently, once a man has been
appointed to such a committee, expense does
not matter at all. If it was necessary for
Mr. Nathan to go to Melbourne, why was it
necessary for the Minister for Mines to go,
or vice versa? The trip merely means a
holiday taken at Melbourne Cup time by two
men at the cxpense of the taxpayers of this
country.

Mr, Teesdale: In view of the Premier's
statement, Mr. Nathan cannot put in his ex-
penses,

Hon, P, COLLTER: Would anyone expect
him to go there as chairman of the committee
and pay his own expenses? Before the ex-
hibition opens in 1924, there witl he dozens
of occasions on which the same two men will
find it necessary to attend meetings of the
central committee in Melbourne. If Mr,
Nathan is to exercise the powers of a Minis-
ter, let the Government appoint him an hon-
orary Minister. At present he is elected by
nobody, and is responmsible to nobody. Mr.
Nathan is in this, and in that, and in the
other thing. I do not wish to mention it, but
invitations to the Straits Settlement trip last
year were restricted absolutely to one section
of the community. This Parliament consists
of all sections of the community, and mem-
bers on this side of the Chamber represent a
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very important section., When a delegation
is sent oversea to represent. the community,
all sections should be included—the goldfields
as well as the eity interests, which latter de-
sire to push their particular businesses, The
cost to the State of that six weeks’ trip was
£5,000 or %£06,000, and the delegation com-
prised only one section of the community—a
small section, though influential and though
representing large money interests. I object
to that. It savours either of party polities,
or of a desire to restriet invitations to the
silvertail scction. When we reach the item
on the Estimates for the Council of Indus-
trial Development, 1 shall endeavour, with
the help of hon. members, to put a stop to
that sort of 1hing. The Council of Industrial
Development i3 a good thing, but an Aet
should be introduced defining the powers and
fonctions of that bedy, so that Farliament
may have some control over it. Lt should net
Le a body appoeinted by one or two Ministers,
a body respousible to no ane, a body ignoring
Parliament, doing what it likes, and having
the power to recommend the disposad of
tens of thousands of the publie funds.
I object to that sort of business and T will
have somcthing te say about it later on. 1L
hope the Committec will take n stand and
will say ewphatically that we will not have
an outside individual acting as a Minister
and excreising these powers, We will not
have this outside individual going to Mel-
bourne and acting on behalf of the State
without the knowledge of the head of the
Goverument and Ministers, and ignoring the
members of this House. Why should we be
treated as children? 1 object 1o these powers
being handed over to Mr. Nathan whe, we
hear, has been appointed chiirman of the
committee in this State. Apparently he haw
been appointed by the Minister for Mines. Tt
is unthinkable that he alone would have ap-
pointed Mr. Nathan as chairman, Yet some
Ministers must have done so. The Minister for
Mines is responsible for controlling the Coun-
¢il of Tndustrial Development in his capaeity
as Minister for Industries. T ohjeet to this
little clique of men who arc appointed to alil
these committees. Sometimes those connceted
with the Couneill of Industrial Deveclopment
may not be above using the imformmtbion
gained by their position in eonnection with
that body for their own personal and private
business. Tt is wrong, and the ITouse should
know something about it.

The PREMIER: Mr., Nathan has done
very good work for the State, especially as
Chairman of the Conncil of Tndustrinl De-
velopment. It jg work of a more or less in-
formal nature and he is quite without author-
ity to commit the Government.

Mr. Lambert: What industry has he started
in Western Australia?

The PREMIER: The council can only
make recommendations to the Government.

Mr., Lambert: Yon should go to some
of the other members and tali to them ahout
thia question. 'A
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The PREMIER: The hon. mcmber may
know something about the question of indus-
tries, but the fact remains that Mr. Nathan
had done very good work. 1 do not suppose
he has drawn any money from the State on
aceount of his efforts. .

Alr. Lambert: Ts he an importer or a manu-
factuzer? Hae he o brass plate ontside his
ofiice to show that he is intercste@ in British
goods. He is not even a British importer.

The PREMIER: I do not know anything
ahout that.

Mr. Lambert. You look at the brass plates
outside his place. He is an importer of
goods from foreign countries.

The PREMIER: 1t would be almost an
impossibility to get a perfeet man. In any
cnge, Mr. Nathan is only in a position to ad-
vise the Government. He cannot possibly do
anything outside that sphere. 1t is most diffi-
cult to get men sufficiently public spirited to
take on such work without fce or remunera-
tion.

Mr. Lambert: 1t is not diffieult to get a
man who iz not an importer of purely foreign
goods.

The PREMIER:
said of others.

Mr. Lambert: Yon have some fine old
patriots in this State who would act in an
honorary capaeity.

The PREMIER: 1f I were to send a
notice round to the 50 members of this Cham-
her, T would probably get 50 differcut names
of persans suitable for this position.

Mr. Teesdale: We will give you the name
of one we do not want and that is Nathan,

The PREMIER: I am sorry that this
vote has caused so much discussion. It is not
. very large amount.

Hon. P, Collier: But twe men have gone to
Methourne in connection with the business! Is
it neeessary that two men should go at the
country’s expense?

The PREMIER: T did not say that they
had gone at the country’ expenye.

Hon, P, Collier: But Mr. Nathan's state-
ment was that he went ag Chairman of the
Committee,

The PREMIER: This is the first T have
heard of the matter, and that he had gone.

Hon. I’. Colliecr. He said he had gone
to attend the meeting as Chairman of the
rommittee,

The PREMIER: T do not know anything
about that. 1 do know, hkowever, that he has
rendered the State considerable service, and
I doubt if ever he has gone away at the ex-
pense of the Government.

Mr. Lambert: Did he draw anything for
going to the Straite Settlements?

The same thing can be

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. Teesdale:
clephant.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, that was given by the
Minister for Mines. I endorse the spirited
protest raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in connection with this matter. T have

He presented us with an
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nothing against Mz, Nathan personally. He
is an honourable geutleman and within the
limits of his remarks | agren with the Pre-
mier that he has donc a considerabic amount
of good work for Western Australia as Chair-
man of the Couneil of Tndustrial Develop-
ment. Tn the first ace, however, I enter an
emphatie protest, because [ Dhelieve the ex-
penditure invelved is one that should be borne
by the ¥ederal Government. [t is stultifyving
Parliament and the Government that Mr.
Nathan is able to make a semi-Ministerial
statement regarding lis deparlure for Mel-
bourne. T sympathise with the Premier in that
he was not aware of the fact that Mr. Nathan
had gone to Melbourne in hi- eaparity as
Chairman of the lecal Empire Exhibition
Committee.  Apparently he got that pogition
by virtue of hiz Chairmanship of the Council
of Industrial Development. Whatever may be
said of Mr. Nathan as an honourable and sue-
cessful bnsiness man. the fact remains that
we ean leok at the brass plates outside his
office, and we will see that he has no ageneies
within the Empire. As the Teader of the Op-
position indicated there are men in West-
era Australin  gnite  capable, and whose
sympathies arve all with Western Australia
and  Awstralian interests who could he ap-
pointed to such a position. When a man is
acting as agent for many imported goods,
it is not altogether fitting .that he should
cexpress Australian or Imperial sentiments
in connection with an exhibition such as
that undcr discossion. Of course Mr.
Nathan was not influenced in his deecision
to go to Melbournc by the fact that the
Melbourne Gup was to he run, but there are
commercial houses in Melbourne which Mr.
Nathan might find it convenient to consult
while he is there, American interests are
represented there and probably it might be
as well for Mr, Nothan to consult them while
there. As to whether the committee should
tolerate such a position of affairs is another
matter. As the Leader of the Opposition has
indieated, there will be an opportunity later
on to ascertain whether Parliament is going
to tolerate such procednre by having gentle-
men serving on a committee of this kind. Our
financial josition is due solely to the finaneial
brigands of the East who are expleiting every
avenue of taxation in the State. They are
bleeding the State and, so long as members
remain indifferent, the Federal Government
will continue to usurp the State’s functions
and powers, Members ghould cxhibit a jenl-
ous regard for the antonomous rights of the
State and preserve them until the people de-
cide to vote them away. The Premier should
take a firm stand and insist upon the Federal
Government meeting this expense. I do not
think the Premier realises what lhe is com-
mitting himself to; this is only the initial
item. We rould sell twice as muoch wheat,
wool and timher aa we are producing at pres-
" ent and it i3 not necessary to expend thou-
ands of pounils in advertising those commodi-
ties, The wine-gnzzling patriots will not pay
us one penny mere than they would pay to
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Germany or any other country for the pro-
duce they require, and it i3 unnecessary for us
to dress a shop window at the scat of Empire.
If an Australian exhibit is considered neces-
sary, let it he provided at the expense of the
blood-sucking Federal authorities, who are
saddling the State with all possible expen-
diture and dodging every constitutional ohli-
gation possible and thus running Western
Australia to the verge of bankruptey.

Mr. McCALLTM: T am surprised to find
that the spirited speech of the Leader of the
Opposition has not drawn from the Premier
a pronouncement regarding the constitution
of the local commitiee. Is the Premicr pre-
pared to adopt the suggestion of the member
for Rochourne (Mr. Teesdale) and let the
House appoind the committee?

The Premier: We cannot do that.

Mr. MeCALLTM: Does the Premier intend
to follow the practice so persistently followe:l
in the past of giving representation to only
one section of the community?

The Premier: No, T will promise you that.

Mr. McCALLUM: That assurance is de-
finite?

The Premier: Absolutely.

Mr. Me¢CALLUM: In the past we have
been ignored. The Premier said the exhibi-
tion would consist of natural preducts.

The Premier: 1T sald manufactures and raw
materials too.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We should see that the
handiwork of the Australian craftsmen finds
a place.

The Premier: I said that.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Perhaps so, but T did
not hear the Premier say it. We want the
skilled artisans who do the work to be re-
presented.

The Premier: There will not be a hundred
on the commitice,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Those who work in the
factories are as mueh entitled to representa-
tion as those who own the factories. :

Hon. P. Collier: The man whose name has
been mentioned represents foreign goods and
not Australian goods. Surely the men who
represent Australian goods and  production
arc more entitled to he on the committee than
those who represent foreign produnction.

Mr. McCALLUM: We arc entitled to re-
presentation according to the number of men
engaged in the industries, If the Couneil
of Tudustrial Development is to be fully re-
rresentative of the industries, surely the
skilled nrtisans should be directly represented.
We have been entirely overlooked. This
side of the House has had no say, with the
natural result that interest is lost amongst
those whose interest would be most valu-
able, I am glad to have the definite assur-
ance of the Premier that this side of the
House, or those whose interests we stand
for, will liave representation on that com-
mittee,

Jtem, Expenses of trade
Straits Settlement—£10:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am told that
this delegation has resulted in a charge of

delegation to

»
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£3,500 being made against the State Ship-
ping Service. I understood that the object
of the delegation was to show the people
of the Straits Settlement and Java what
could be produced in Western Australia, It
was generally believed that the delegation
had resulted in a better conception of the
potentialities of Western Australia. But
one of the members of the delegation has
been to Melbourne recently, representing
this State at a conference of manufacturers,
He is the president of the Chamber of
Manufactureras of Western Anstralia. When
in Melbourne, he made a statement in
which he evinced all the spirit of his own
particular line of trade.

Mr. Mann: Following the dead !

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I bhAve here the
statement made in Melbonrne by Mr. W. M.
Gray, president of the Western Australian
Chamber of Manufacturers and one of the
delegation to Java, whose expenses on that
trip were paid by the State.  This. state-
ment was made by Mr. Gray in Melbourne
on 27th Qctober, 1922, and was published
in the ‘“West Australian,”” Perth, on the
following day. It reads as follows:-—

Mr. W. M. Gray (Western Australia)
emphasised that the other States were
dumping their goods into Western Aus.
tralia at lower than eost price, Wesiern
Australia was, he declared, going back
as fast as it counld. It had been seriously
said that within a year or two they
would have to go with bended knee to the
Federal Government to help them,

Mr. Teesdale: Where did he say that?

Hon. P. Collier: At the conference of
manufacturers, in Melbourne.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That is the sort
of men the Government have selected to
represent them in other parts of the world
and other parts of Australia. If such a
statement was made by Mr. Gray in Mel-
bourne, how do we know it was not made
by him also in Java, Singapore, and other
places up theret

Hon. P. Collier: He will be appointed to
this loeal eommittee of the Imperial Ex-
hibition,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is necessary
that men c¢hosen for State delegations
should be men who can be relied upon to
say a good word for Western Australia, I
would rather have a man exaggerate the
advantages of the State a little than have
him decry the State. It is not likely that
we should go on ocur knees to the Federal
Government.

The Premier: It is nothing short of a
filthy statement.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope it will not
be forgotten by the people of Western Aus-
tralia. Tt should be reeorded in *‘'Han-
sard.’”” We cannot put it on a tombstone,
but at all events we can put it ia ‘“Han-
sard.’’ Mr. Gray is so closely wedded to
his trade or business that he has a tendency
to speak dolefully, declaring that Western
Australia, like some of bhis clients, i3 very

[ASSEMBLY.]

ncarly dead. I do not think there are in

" Wegtern Australia many men who would
go to another part of the Commonwealth
and talk in the same way.

The Premier: You would aot find two
others.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : It would be a
good job if Mr. Gray remained in Mel-
bourne. It is a pity he was not left iun
Java. The man who makes a statement of
this kind is not a fit citizen for Western
Australia. The State has afforded him a
good living, notwitbstanding which he goes
abount decrying the State, the State which
has kept him and bhis family. Such a man
is o disgrace to any Australian State or to
any part of the world with which he is
associated., I hope the Premier will deport
him a8 soon as he comes back,

The Premier: If only we could.

Mr. Teesdale: The Chamber of Mpne-
facturers ought to call for his resignation,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Coming from the
president of the Chamber of Manufacturers,
such a statement might do Western Aus-
tralia a lot of harm. I veally think the
Premier shounld take this up. )

Mr. LUTEY: There was on last year’s
Estimates no provision for the expenditure
last year of £970 under this item. We ought
to have some information about it. There
wns also a sum of £2,000 invoived in the char-
tering of the ‘' Kangaroo.’’ We have no
definite information as to what value the dele-
pation was to the State, what expenditure was
inenrred, and who comprised the party.

The PREMIER: I have no information
with regard to the £970, but I belicve the
delegation will bring good results to the State.
A considerable amownt of trade has already
resulied. With cool storage at Fremantle
this trade should be greatly imereased.

Mr, Lutey: How were the expenses in-
curred?

The PREMIER: I have no details.
Vote put and passed.
Progress veported,

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment.

RESOLUTION — STANDING ORDERS
AMEXNDMENT, PRIVATE RILLS.

Message received from the Council as fol-
lowa:—

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Assembly that it has passed
the following resolution:—*That a Mes-
sage be sent to the Legislative Assembly re-

questing them to authorise the Standing

Orders Committee of that House to confer
with the Standing Orders Committee of the
Legistative Council with a riew to revising
the Standing Ordera of both Houses relat-
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ing to the prorndure in connection with
Private Bills.”’ TIn purcnance of this reso-
Iution the Conneil requests the Assembly to
gite the authorization therein referred fo.
Hoirge adjoirnd at 12.5

2 a.m. (IWednrsday).

Lcgislative Counctl,

Wednesday, 8th November, 10882,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan, and read prayers.

QUESTION—ENGINEERING TRADE,
HOURS,

Hon, G. W, MILES qasked the Minister for
Eduncation: 1, Ts it a fact that the Federal
Arhitration Court has fixed 43 hours a week
for workers in the engineering trade? 2, Are
the Governmont in favour of the 48 hours a
week working houra? 3, If so, what steps do
the Government propose to take to enforce
the 48 hours a week work in this State?

The Ml’.\’ISTE‘.R }YOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, Yes, 3, The State contends
that the Federa! Court has no jurisdiction
over State aetivities, and an appeal on this
point to the I'rivy Council by this and other
States is now pending, and, consequently, the
varipus Federal awards relating to the en-
gincering trades are not being applied to
Government workers. The Government have
lodged with the State Arbitration Court a
petition claiming, among other things, that
the working houry shall be 48 per week, and
jending an award being issued existing econ-
ditions must prevail,

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEXNDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the pervious day.

Hon, J. E. DODD (Sounth) [4.34]: It has
heen said during the course of the debate
that any legislation dealing with the social
habits of the people is likely to create a
eertain amount of feeling, and a great diver-

“eient to show what the menace is.
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sity of feeling. I agree with that. The
Licensing Bill is no exeeption to the rule.
Certainly it has ereated a «reat deal of feel-
ing and & great diversity of feeling anongst
the community, When wa come to consider
the cost of the drink traffie, T think we are
Jjustified in frying to arrive at the best pos-
sible measures we can, irrespective of the
feelings of the rommumty I have nothing
fo say against those persons conneeted with
the traflie, Very often we meet people who
hold that we should consider individuala
rather than qystems T have met a greab
deal of this in respect of wining legislation,
It has been my duty to point out that [ hnd
nothing whatever to say detrimental to the
owners or managers of the mines. Beeanse
of that, T have met with a pood deal of eriti-
cism. So we are likely to be criticised in con-
nection with all legislation. But if we try to
deal with systems and leave out individuals,
wo shnall get along very much hetter. The
cost of the liguer troffic in Western Australia,
according tn the Iast returns, is something
over £1,000,000 per annum, rouchly about
£10 her head for every man, woman and chitd
in the Stnte.  When we consider that we
apend on eidneation only something like 10a.
rer head, and that many pcople think evem
that too mwuch, while we are able to spend
£10 per head on drink, we see that there is
somethine wrong. T do not think we are
going the right way to get prosperity when
we spend over £3,000,000 per annum on drink,
while our expenditure on education is only
£500,n00. We cannot measure the cost of
the liquor traffic in money. We all know
what the liquor traffic is costing, outside of
its monctary cost. Probably everybody here
to-day will realise to the utmost the number
of brilliant lives that havé heen lost owing
to the liquor traffie, lives of men who would
have heen ornaments to any society in any
country. FProbably overrone of us has had
friends killed by the liguor traffie. The harm-
ful results of drink are obvious to everybedy.
There is no need to indulge in statistics or
obtain expert opinion as to the harmful re-
sults of the traffic, for they are obvious to
the veriest tyro. Everyone can see what the
liquor traffic is doing for the country, and for
individunl persons. Mr. Holmes referred to
the menace of the trade. He was quite right
in what he said. The prohibitions and re-
strictions laid on the liquor traflic are suffi-
When we
eensider that in times of erisis, of war, of
elections, on Armistice Day, on Peace Day,
when hoats were going to the war, when hoats
were returning from the war, all hotels had to
b2 closed—when one remembers this one be-
gina to realize what the menace of the 11quor
traffic really is. We all know that liguor is
one of the most harmful stimulants we ecan
take, Some say ‘'S¢ lemg as you do not
abuge it, it is all right.’’ However, when it
is abused it is one of the most harmful in-
dulgenees we can have. At times it has been
amazing to me to notice how readily men will
drink their senses away, how easy it is for



